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ROUND 4 INTERVIEW  
March 6, 2022 
 
RYAN BREHM  ( -20) 
 
 
DOUG MILNE:  We'll go ahead and get started. Very excited to introduce the winner of the 
2022 Puerto Rico Open, Ryan Brehm.  
 
Ryan, congratulations. So many storylines to touch on, but first and foremost, 5-under 67 
today, convincingly getting the job done for your first career PGA TOUR win. Just some 
thoughts now that a few minutes has gone by for you to have a chance for that to sink in.  
 
RYAN BREHM:  Yeah, our goal coming into this week was just to improve every day, every 
shot, every round, every hole. We committed to that and, you know, I can say that it worked 
this week. I think it took a lot of mental discipline, took a lot of conversing. It was great 
having Chels up there with me caddying. It was a special week. I don't know, there was just 
something special about it from the moment we landed. 
 
DOUG MILNE:  With Bay Hill not completely done, you're projected right now 50th in the 
FedExCup, and obviously with a win all kinds of things, you've got a tee time for THE 
PLAYERS Championship coming up this week, two-year exemption through 2024, planning 
your schedule a lot differently. If I could take you back to the medical extension, if you could 
just kind of run us through that. Was it a scenario that started at Zurich Classic? 
 
RYAN BREHM:  Yeah, I didn't even realize it, but I got COVID the Sunday night -- the 
original strain of COVID -- and I was going to play in the Zurich. I was going to play with my 
partner, Joel Dahmen, and who knows, maybe he'll want to play this year, so I had to pull 
out and I don't know, we just went about our business.  
 
Michelle Allan, one of our Wasserman Group people, she said -- she takes care of all that 
stuff for us. She said, hey, you've got a minor medical you can use the following year. So we 
knew we had full Korn Ferry Tour status the beginning of the year, so we planned this week 
just because it fit nicely in the schedule. We got a week before this off and then we had a 
week after this off, so hey, let's go play Puerto Rico, it fits perfectly. We played pretty well 
here, almost had a top-10 last year. That's my minor medical story. 
 
DOUG MILNE:  And I've got to ask, with the minor medical you needed like 
298-point-something points; with the win you get 300 points. Were you coming in, I've got to 
win or go home?  
 
RYAN BREHM:  Oh, yeah, oh, yeah, we knew that. That's why I was conversing back and 
forth with some of my friends with full status on the PGA TOUR. I knew I had to win anyway, 
so this week is a limited points event but had to win anyway, so I felt this was the best place 
for me to go to try and do that.  
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Q.  (No microphone.)  
 
RYAN BREHM:  I think so. 
 
Q.  (No microphone.)  
 
RYAN BREHM:  The key, I've gown a lot as a person, I'm not the same as I was back in 
2017, my rookie year. Learned to expect a little bit more. I'm sure there's going to be a lot of 
doors open for me now after getting a victory, there will be some new challenges and 
situations that I'll have to navigate, but, you know, we'll be able to draw on this moving 
forward, which is going to be powerful, I think. 
 
Q.  (No microphone.)  
 
RYAN BREHM:  The weather today, oh, my gosh, it got crazy out there. You know, I just 
kind of had -- I think it helped me because I was over a couple shots and I just mentally 
went, "Just hit it." It worked out every single time. It doesn't always do that, but today it did. 
That weather got crazy. 
 
Q.  (No microphone.)  
 
RYAN BREHM:  It might sound like Bill Belichick or Nick Saban here, but honestly, wasn't 
thinking about the impact of my status or anything this week. I think that's probably the real 
lesson here. I have people on my team that will do that for me. Really, I just need to put my 
head down and hit good golf shot after good golf shot. That's my job and I'm going to trust 
people around me to do their job and they can take care of all those details for me. 
 
Q.  (No microphone.)  
 
RYAN BREHM:  Oh, yeah, we had a great time. It wasn't a permanent thing. We started out 
the year and we had to miss the first Bahamas event on the Korn Ferry Tour because I had 
COVID again. So normally on the Korn Ferry Tour on those first two events a lot of guys 
bring their wives and just take a carry bag. Played pretty good and went to Panama and 
Bogota and kept on playing good, so decided to roll on this week. I'm sure that she's 
probably going to retire from caddying now. 
 
Q.  (No microphone.)  
 
RYAN BREHM:  Well, I guess tomorrow we're going to get on a flight back to Florida and try 
to get a practice round in for THE PLAYERS, so I'm excited about that. I've never played in 
THE PLAYERS. I've played the golf course before, but I'm sure it's going to be different next 
week.   
 
DOUG MILNE:  What's the golf background of your wife? Was she a player growing up? 
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What kind of extent does she have in the game?  
 
RYAN BREHM:  She knows a lot about the game just from being married to me. Her dad, 
her dad and I play a lot of golf together. Shout-out to everybody back at Gateway Country 
Club and LochenHeath. I live in northern Michigan. I have to pick a spot down south to play, 
so summertime when weather's good, we're up in LochenHeath, the golf course is open, it's 
awesome, and then we're at Gateway in the wintertime. But I play a lot of golf with her dad 
this time of year and I would say she probably was taught the game from him and then 
learned a lot more when she married a pro golfer. 
 
Q.  You've work very hard on the Korn Ferry Tour, hopefully I know Panama you had a 
good finish, but the fact that you're playing in Lafayette and now you're going to be 
playing THE PLAYERS, where's your mindset in regards to if you were fully 
committed to the Korn Ferry Tour and now you're already moving up? 
 
RYAN BREHM:  Yeah, you know, I have to really thank -- this victory wouldn't have 
happened without the first four events on the Korn Ferry Tour for me this year. And it's so 
difficult out there. It doesn't get the notoriety quite like the PGA TOUR, but my goodness, 
there's some great players and difficult conditions, difficult golf courses and it really prepares 
you to come out here and have some success.  So this victory wouldn't have happened 
without those first four starts. 
 
Moving forward, I don't know if it's really sunk in yet. I don't think we really had much 
conversation about that until now, but it's going to come down to just hitting golf shots one 
after another. It sounds so cliche, but that's really the crux of what you've got to do to be 
successful as a pro. 
 
DOUG MILNE:  One last question, a write-in question and you've kind of touched on this, 
just touch on the pressure of this week with a one start, basically your back against the wall, 
how you handled it and how did you produce the caliber of golf that you did over four 
consecutive days knowing that that monkey was on your back?  
 
RYAN BREHM:  Well, that's just it, it's can you produce the golf shots when you're 
uncomfortable and when the pressure's on and figure out a process to do that. This week we 
just tried to refine that process the best we could and learn from the mistakes. This week it 
just so happened that there were very few mistakes and got a W, but, you know, in previous 
weeks there have been a lot of mistakes. So we just -- Chels and I just tried to move on from 
them, learn, put it in the memory bank. I didn't really pay much attention to my back being up 
against the wall, I just felt like this week I had everything to win and nothing to lose. 
 
Q.  You seemed amazingly calm the whole week. Are you typically a calm guy? Are 
you emotional? Do you think you'll have different emotions tomorrow, tonight or the 
next day that might come out that might be unexpected? 
 
RYAN BREHM:  I'm typically, I look calm from the outside but I'm a basket case inside. I 
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have a different perspective now. My family and I went through a difficult time and I just 
decided that golf was going to be my profession, I wasn't going to hang my hat on the results 
all the time. It didn't define me as a person and it's my job. So my job is to come out and be 
uncomfortable and hit shots and execute. That's just really what we try to do. It may look 
calm on the outside, but I'm still a basket case on the inside. 
 
Q.  And you mentioned that you (inaudible)? 
 
RYAN BREHM:  Oh, man, played it a couple times, once with a couple buddies of mine 
maybe two years ago and then one time prior to that I think. Great golf course, fantastic. 
 
DOUG MILNE:  Okay. All good. Well, Ryan, congratulations. Look forward to seeing a lot 
more of you. 
 
RYAN BREHM:  Well, thanks a lot, really appreciate it. A special week, thanks to everybody. 
 


