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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW 
March 5, 2022 
 
ERNIE ELS  ( -8) 
 
 
ERNIE ELS:  It feels like Scotland, doesn't it? It was a tricky day. You were out there a lot. 
 
Q.  Yeah. 
 
ERNIE ELS:  The putter really kept me in it on a lot of holes. I know I missed a short one on 
17, but for the most part I made the putts I needed to. I played the back nine a lot better. The 
front nine I was very scrappy, a little cold, I don't know what it was, but back nine I started 
hitting it better. Yeah, just that little one on 17, but the rest I can't complain.  
 
Q.  What's the trickiest thing about the winds today?  
 
ERNIE ELS:  Everything. 
 
Q.  Got up to 30. 
 
ERNIE ELS:  Yeah. The putting was difficult to get the right speed, the lines, but then you've 
got to play the wind into the line on the green. I mean, that doesn't happen too often. It 
happens a lot in Scotland, but not in California. The wind was blowing. Yeah, the whole 
experience was a difficult day today. To get it under par for the day was kind of my goal and 
surprisingly I'm on top of the leaderboard. I'm sure somebody will tie me, but at least we've 
got a chance for tomorrow. 
 
Q.  Do you want conditions tough tomorrow or do you want them a little -- 
 
ERNIE ELS:  Well, I normally play pretty well in these kind of conditions. I've played a lot of 
golf around the world in links-type conditions, but the stress on the greens is quite something 
in wind. There's a lot of stress on the greens because anything from a foot you've got to 
mark the ball and you've got to really take your time if a gust doesn't get you too much. 
 
Q.  I saw the wind move some putts on the green.  
 
ERNIE ELS:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  The ones that were tapped lightly were pushed away from the cup. 
 
ERNIE ELS:  Exactly. And if you aren't quite confident on your line, you get the wrong line 
and you go at it quite firmly, you've got another one coming back. My ball actually on 9, just 
before I marked it, it moved, you know. There was that element happening today where the 
wind was kind of starting to move balls around the green. I think the officials did well calming 



2 
                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

the greens down, putting a bit of water on them. It made it playable. 
 
Q.  When you don't roll them or cut them, they're more even, too -- uneven, right? 
Don't they bounce a little? 
 
ERNIE ELS:  Yeah, but they were better than yesterday today. I think it was the moisture. 
Poa annua gets a little dry, they pop out and it's not a good feeling. Today they felt like they 
were smoother for some reason. 
 
Q.  I can see this kind of reminds you of home, these conditions, like the cold weather 
and stuff. You don't mind it? 
 
ERNIE ELS:  Not quite the conditions, but the topography, the vegetation around here is 
very much like Johannesburg and South Africa. We've got these trees, eucalyptus trees, 
kikuyu fairways. This could be in a neighborhood in Johannesburg somewhere, that's where 
I grew up. I saw that from day one when I came to L.A. back in the '90s playing the L.A. 
Open and the PGA out there in the '90s. I felt like very much at home. 
 
Q.  It's pretty tight near the top, but is there any kind of mental advantages to kind of 
being by yourself there? 
 
ERNIE ELS:  Shoot a good one tomorrow. If conditions are like this tomorrow, similar round 
like today might get you in a playoff, but if it's better tomorrow, you've got to go a little lower. 
I think you have to go middle 60s. Guys are going to come out shooting tomorrow. 
 


