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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW 
March 2, 2022 
 
ERNIE ELS 
 
 
Q.  So, no one's won this tournament back-to-back. 
 
ERNIE ELS:  Really? 
 
Q.  That makes you the longest running defending champion. 
 
ERNIE ELS:  Yeah, well, it's taken two years to come into fame, you know. We didn't play 
last year. I'm not the only one, I think Brett Quigley, he also won in Morocco. He still hasn't 
defended. I don't know, I see the weather's going to change a lot, so this is the most perfect 
weather at the moment. Whoever's a bad weather golfer -- 
 
Q.  Are you a mudder? 
 
ERNIE ELS:  I have been and I have not been. I've done well at links golf at The Open. I've 
done well, but also haven't done well. So we'll see what happens this time. 
 
Q.  It's supposed to be over by 11:00 or so, so with wet greens, will that make it easier 
to -- 
 
ERNIE ELS:  Yeah, I mean, yeah. The only thing with the poa annua greens is they get very 
uneven. You reckon it will be over by 11:00?  
 
Q.  11:00 they say, yeah.  
 
ERNIE ELS:  Then I think there's going to be a big wind, wind and cold conditions. Hey, I 
love the golf course, I love the area, so I'm just happy to be around. I'm sure I'll be up for it. 
 
Q.  How's Ben doing? 
 
ERNIE ELS:  Ben's unbelievable. 
 
Q.  Ernie, we were just talking a little while ago, it's really amazing because you and I 
know you don't like to talk about it a lot, but the pandemic, the last time you won a 
championship, then the next day the pandemic hits. I'm wondering what has gone 
through your mind in this period of time as we've been going through this pandemic 
with the ups and downs?  
 
ERNIE ELS:  Yeah, it's been a lot of ups and downs, obviously certain places more than 
others obviously. Yeah, as you say, two years ago we won the tournament on a Sunday, we 
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went up north to go visit our daughter up in San Jose. When we got back to Florida on a 
Wednesday, everything was shut down for a good five months. We live in Florida. Other 
places in the country, even longer. So there's been a lot that's gone on in the last two years 
and it's so great now to finally be back at Newport Country Club and see the fans again 
coming out this week and playing a beautiful golf course. Good to be back in California. 
 
Q.  And you can see the happiness in their eyes when they see you and they know 
that you see them again. 
 
ERNIE ELS:  Absolutely. For the longest time we played in front of no one. We 
played -- thankfully we could play golf, but for the longest time, five, six, seven tournaments, 
we didn't have any people around us. 
 
To come here to Newport Beach Country Club and to the area, seeing things getting back to 
normal is wonderful. We've got so many pro-am players around, the vibe is back, you guys 
are back. You know, we're getting back to normalcy. 
 
Q.  You really love the responsibility that you have to our young people because 
giving back to our young people's one of the best things you love doing. 
 
ERNIE ELS:  Absolutely. I was fortunate enough to have a lot of things go my way as a 
golfer, turning professional, having the means to go overseas and actually pursue my career 
and my dreams. So we started a foundation in South Africa to help golfers who haven't quite 
got the means to try and get to their potential.  
 
Then obviously also in autism, our family's been involved with autism and we built a center 
down in Florida and we have quite a few kids at our school. We have capacity for 300 kids, 
so we have a lot to do down there. We have a lot of fun. And seeing these people grow and 
pursue their dreams, it's wonderful to see also. 
 
Q.  And we know you're a good friend of Tiger. Have you talked to him, and if you 
have, what advice have you given him, what have you two talked about?  
 
ERNIE ELS:  Tiger is (inaudible) in the state now with his leg and stuff, so I'm just glad to 
see him back, to see him play with his son. I see him around town in Jupiter with Charlie 
playing golf, practicing. He's spending a lot of time with his family, it's great to see. More 
importantly, he's getting more healthy and he seems very happy. I'd just love to see him play 
golf again like all of you guys. The ultimate would be to see him play Augusta National and 
seeing the great man play. Whether he plays well or not is irrelevant, we want to have Tiger 
out there in the spotlight and see the smile and the healthy Tiger. I think it's coming around. I 
think he's still got a bit of work left to get the leg back. 
 
Q.  With all the controversy we've gone through the last year with the pandemic, what 
do you think we have learned that can help us be better citizens and care for each 
other? 
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ERNIE ELS:  Well, that's a great question. I mean, I think we've just got to get on the same 
page. If there's another pandemic, I think we've just got to pool together like we did for the 
most part through this pandemic, to take care of each other. You know, we're only living 
once out here on this planet, let's look after the planet, look after ourselves together and pull 
in the same direction. I think we are a force to be reckoned with as humans when we're 
putting together and faced in the same direction. Hopefully we've learned from that through 
this these last two years and whatever comes next, you know, we've done it in the past, we 
can do it again. Hopefully we can do that.   
 


