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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW  
February 18, 2022 
 
VIKTOR HOVLAND  ( -7) 
 
 
Q.  Viktor, obviously a completely different round for you today. What was the 
difference today as opposed to yesterday? 
 
VIKTOR HOVLAND:  I just hit my irons way better today. After I hit a couple good ones 
early, I was able to just trust it the rest of the day. Yeah, just kind of kept the ball in front of 
me the whole way. 
 
Q.  Was it something you did on the range?   
 
VIKTOR HOVLAND:  Yeah, it was pretty frustrating yesterday. These courses are really 
tough if you're out of position the whole day, which I kind of did yesterday. It was just a grind 
the whole way. But today I was able to come off with a nice start, but then also just trust 
what I did yesterday and kind of have been working on throughout the week. Yeah, paid 
dividends. 
 
Q.  Will you have to put the pedal down tomorrow or will you wait till Sunday? 
 
VIKTOR HOVLAND:  Regardless of how the other guys play, I know my game plan and I've 
just got to go and execute. If I play more like I did today the next couple of days, it could be 
interesting. Yeah, 16 under out there for two days, that's a heck of a score. 
 
Q.  Can I first ask you about your game plan on 15? How did you decide that was the 
best route for you to go? 
 
VIKTOR HOVLAND:  So I did that at the U.S. Amateur here in 2017. Actually, got to give my 
buddy Zach Bauchou some credit. He was the guy that first mentioned it. Yeah, I did it there 
and I did it once last year, I believe it was the third day and it was humming downwind. I 
think I hit a driver and a sand wedge in there. And there's not too much trouble there I 
thought. Obviously that bunker on the left side is no good, but at the same time the bunker 
down 15 on the right is no good either. I don't know, just fits my eye. 
 
Q.  Is that something you map out in the practice round with Shay and kind of settle 
on that's where you're definitely going to go? 
 
VIKTOR HOVLAND:  Yeah, we were obviously talking about it in the practice rounds and 
trying to be as stealthy as we could. 
 
Q.  Was today further right than you wanted? 
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VIKTOR HOVLAND:  Yeah, it was a bad shot today, yeah. 
 
Q.  Worked out fine.  
 
VIKTOR HOVLAND:  Yeah, it was still okay. 
 
Q.  (Question regarding his pants.) 
 
VIKTOR HOVLAND:  It's JL and I guess the JL logo's just like in the thunder or lightning. It 
kind of looked cool and they're super comfortable, especially this morning, it's kind of chilly. I 
thought it worked out perfect.  
 
Q.  Have you worn them before?  
 
VIKTOR HOVLAND:  It's my first time. Maybe I should keep wearing them. 
 
Q.  Which side of the bets do you play on the Saudi deal? You said you were going to 
keep your options open. 
 
VIKTOR HOVLAND:  Yeah, it's obviously a lot going on and I just started out playing 
professional golf. if I had my wish, I would just keep playing the PGA TOUR. We'll see what 
happens. Again, if I had my wish, I would just keep playing the PGA TOUR, but yeah, we'll 
see what happens. 
 
Q.  What could change your wish? 
 
VIKTOR HOVLAND:  I mean, if everyone else goes, I'm kind of -- 
 
Q.  (No microphone.)  
 
VIKTOR HOVLAND:  Yeah. I just want to play against the best players in the world. 
Everyone goes over there, kind of leaves me with no choice, but I would like to play the 
PGA. 
 
Q.  Do you think that will happen? 
 
VIKTOR HOVLAND:  I don't know. 
 
Q.  What's your hunch? 
 
VIKTOR HOVLAND:  Well, hunches doesn't really matter too much, it's about what people 
do, but it seemed like a lot of good players are voicing their support for the PGA TOUR, so 
that's certainly going to be a tall task for other leagues if the best players don't want to go. 
Again, we'll see what happens. 
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Q.  When you see some of the younger guys pledging their loyalty, how much did that 
influence you? 
 
VIKTOR HOVLAND:  I don't know who the younger guys --  
 
Q.  Morikawa, JT. 
 
VIKTOR HOVLAND:  Oh, for the Tour, yes. Yeah, it just goes to show that we're playing 
for -- obviously money is good, it's nice to make money, but that's not what gets me up every 
day in the morning. I'm just trying to get better at golf. Obviously a tournament like this at a 
course that -- Riviera and all the past winners, it's a really cool history. Just to be a part of 
that, that means something to me, being a PGA TOUR winner. And yeah, winning these 
historical events, I think that's very cool. 
 
Q.  One last one on money, when you turned pro, whether it was a contract or your 
first big paycheck from a good result, do you remember what that was like? First big 
funder in a bank account? 
 
VIKTOR HOVLAND:  Yeah, I didn't really check it like that. It's more like, okay, I knew I 
was -- I had some security when I first turned pro, I didn't have to count every single dollar 
that I spend on air travel and food. That was like a big thing. Instead of not getting guac at 
Chipolte, I could get double meat and some extra Chipotle and I don't have to worry about it. 
It's just stuff like that on a daily basis, like you don't have to think about it. If you think a 
certain thing is good for your game or good for your health or whatever it is, then you go do 
it, you don't have to worry about how much it's going to cost. That was about it. 
 
 


