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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW  
February 17, 2022 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS  ( -4) 
 
 
Q.  Tiger said yesterday that the course was going to get firm and crusty. How did you 
feel like it played this morning? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  It was good, yeah. Definitely they have the ability to let it go as much as 
they want. I think when you get these courses like this out here, the weather's a little bit 
more predictable than the Florida Swing or something like that. So they have, they definitely 
have the chance to get it firm and fast, which will be fun.  
 
It's been a pretty fun couple weeks. Torrey got firm and fast. I didn't play Pebble, but it 
looked great on TV. Then last week, Phoenix, I had never seen it that firm and fast. It would 
be nice to finish this little stretch for me with the same thing. 
 
Q.  From my conversations with guys, seems like the rough is so tricky out here 
because it's not super long.  
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  It's just enough to take the spin off. What are the difficulties of it? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  It's just, yeah, I mean, I legitimately had one sitting so good on 13 today 
that I just went like under it. Like I hit it right at the top of the club with a 9-iron. I had 
145 yards and any golf course ever I'd be trying, like I was there, I was trying to make birdie. 
It's an easy little 9-iron into the wind and I just, I hit it off the top of the club and it went 
nowhere.  
 
You do, you definitely have to take it -- for me, what's helped is just kind of taking what the 
hole gives me. After I hit my tee shot, assess where I am and then go from there. And 
driving as well as I did today, I had the opportunity to attack quite a bit more than other 
rounds, but hopefully just keep doing that. 
 
Q.  I don't know if it's the Tiger effect or the golf course, but it seems like guys kind of 
want to check this one off the bucket list. Do you feel that way as well? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  Yeah, you all know I love Tiger as much as anybody else, but no 
offense to him, I don't think it's him that people come here. This is the best golf course we 
play all year. I think you could probably ask the majority of the Tour and we would play here 
every other week if we could. It's just the perfect example of what I say all the time, that 
length isn't the answer. You've got zero rough out here, no hazards, no out-of-bounds and 
this place holds its own every single year. When it gets firm and fast, it's difficult. You know, 
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sometimes single digits, 10 under par like that wins. It's just a great, great designed golf 
course and I love playing here. 
 
Q.  This tournament's coming at an interesting time, seems like everything is swirling, 
there's so many distractions. Rory said yesterday he's like so sick of this. Do you 
share that sentiment as well, like you just want to get back to playing golf and not 
having to -- 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  Yeah, I mean, I think that's a big reason why I've been in the position 
I've been in is I -- I've never really gone down that road. I have a lot of things I'm focused on 
accomplishing out here and I'll be the first to say that, yeah, there's plenty of things that I 
would love to see improve with the PGA TOUR, but that's a part of the process, you know. 
All you want to do is better the product and one by one, if we can improve this here, this 
there and keep getting better, then everybody wins.  
 
I'm very, very content with what's going on. All -- I mean, the reason I play golf is to create a 
legacy and win as many times as I can on the PGA TOUR. So that's why I would like to say 
I've had the distraction and that's maybe why I've played poorly the last year, but that 
unfortunately was not the reason why. 
 
Q.  Did you get a chance to see Phil's comments from today? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  No. What did he say? 
 
Q.  Yeah, I don't know if I can -- 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  Shocking, never would have guessed. 
 
Q.  He basically said that he helped the lawyers craft the Saudi Super League so that 
he could -- because he loves the PGA TOUR so much that he wants to use it to get 
things changed on the PGA TOUR. 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  Seems like a bit of a pretty, you know, egotistical statement. I don't 
know, it's like he's done a lot of great things for the PGA TOUR, it's a big reason it is where it 
is, but him and others that are very adamant about that, if they're that passionate, go ahead. 
I don't think anybody's stopping them. 
 
Q.  Do you feel like it's getting to a point it's almost like either do it or don't? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  I'm way past that. I've heard way too much talk about a lot of players 
that are so done with everything, but they keep hanging around, so clearly they're not too 
done. 
 
Q.  Knowing what happened to Tiger almost a year ago, did you reflect on that at all? 
 



3 
                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

JUSTIN THOMAS:  I did a little -- I did a little once we got here. I can't believe it's been a 
year, I guess the scheduling being a little different, not exactly the same timing wise. Yeah, it 
feels like it's been longer than that.  
 
But yeah, it's great seeing him here. I know he loves it, catching up with all of us and all the 
other guys. Yeah, anytime you get to have him around, especially with all he's been through 
the last year, it's definitely great for everybody. 
 
Q.  Last year he didn't come here until the weekend. There's a story that he like 
tweeted you about missing the cut, like he tried to act like he didn't know you missed 
the cut. Do you remember that? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  He does so much crap like that to me, I just don't even -- 
 
Q.  But is that true? Like he made it out like, "Hey, let's get together," when he knew 
you were leaving? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  That sounds like something he would do, yeah. 
 
Q.  I mean -- 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  I don't specifically remember, no. 
 
Q.  I just wonder, though, if like you've thought about any of those things, just a few 
days later he's going through what he's going through? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  Oh, no, I 100 percent did because I remember asking him when he was 
going to get home so we could get together and hang out and then it was like when, if am I 
going to see you again kind of like. 
 


