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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW  
February 17, 2022 
 
JORDAN SPIETH  ( -5) 
 
 
Q.  Got off to a hot start. 
 
JORDAN SPIETH:  Yeah. Thought on 10 I kind of caught the left lip to make that birdie putt 
and last week I didn't seem to catch any of the right side of kind of the breaks on the greens, 
so it was really nice.  
 
Put in a lot of work the last three days on the putting green, hours and hours with Cameron 
to try and really get comfortable stroking it. It was nice to kind of feel like that hard work paid 
off by getting a break there on the first couple holes. 
 
I was able to kind of putt pretty confidently from there. I've been striking the ball really well, 
got a little off on the weekend last week but this whole stretch, really for the last six months 
I've been striking the ball really nicely. It's just been about having the putter heat up, and 
really when I do make a mistake, being able to get up and down for par. Typically those are 
two things that I'm kind of waiting to heat up. There was some nice performance today. 
 
Q.  Jordan, kind of seems like at the top of your swing you've been rehearsing where 
it looks like you're almost trying to lay it off a little bit. What is that move and how is it 
helping you?  
 
JORDAN SPIETH:  Yeah, I'm just trying to shallow the club transitionally. I'm trying to get it 
steep enough to where I can shallow it on plane. It's not quite steep enough to where it 
shallows on plane, so it's shallowing a little bit flat, which is fine. I can play from there, I 
always have been able to play from there.  
 
But really, just that's kind of a freedom move for me because then I feel like I can clear out 
and hit the trap fade, and if I can hit kind of the trap fade, I feel like I can hit any other shot. 
So that's been a move from this time last year that I've been working to try and get back to 
where I used to set the club, way back 2013, '14 time frame. It's not quite there. I'm 
reversing a lot of bad swings still over a few years, but there's been a lot of good ones over 
the last 12 months and just trying to continue to progress forward with that move. 
 
Q.  (No microphone.)  
 
JORDAN SPIETH:  I have a lot more tools. I've got -- I feel like I can hit any shot if it 
presents itself fearlessly and at this point last year I still felt a lot more scar tissue, didn't 
want to play serve shots really, especially like taking 5 or 6, when you get in between clubs 
and you've got to hit something softly with a pinch fade or even a high draw taking some off, 
I really wouldn't have even tried it last year at this point. 
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Q.  (No microphone.)  
 
JORDAN SPIETH:  I think it's not totally -- I mean, it's just -- I was a little more aggressive 
last year I think and I've just tried to really slow it down and really try to feel the positions as 
we go back. Ideally I don't have to do it, but when I don't do it right now, I still get into a bad 
habit, so better swings are made when I rehearse it.  
 
Q.  Seemed like you were in a lot of trouble on 17? 
 
JORDAN SPIETH:  Yeah, I mean, you're just trying not to hit it in the right bunker on the tee 
and I hit two of them yesterday in the right bunker off the tee, so I decided to snap hook one, 
make sure it didn't go in that bunker.  
 
Then I wanted to do anything except be in the right rough to that pin, but I got really lucky to 
have a good lie over in the right rough. That was a really good break more than it was 
anything else, and then was able to obviously make a 4 there that really shouldn't have been 
a 4.  
 
Sometimes when you start to really -- I had a really good attitude today, I played this course 
with more patience than I typically do and you need that. I thought that the way I kind of 
thought about that early in the round after a bad three-putt on 14, came back and made one 
on 15, seemed like the stuff that happened on 17 you kind of get rewarded when you're kind 
of in the right mindset. It's weird how it works like that, so it's a lesson learned. 
 
Q.  You mentioned putting a lot of work in early this week on the putting green. I know 
every week you probably don't play perfectly, but what eats at you more, a bad 
putting week or a bad ball-striking week? 
 
JORDAN SPIETH:  Probably a bad ball-striking week. A bad putting week I feel like I can 
put some work in and really feel -- bad ball-striking week, you know, it's pretty tough if you're 
not hitting any fairways or greens to do anything, but sometimes you have a bad putting 
couple days, you can -- you're still striking it well, stay patient, one goes in and the hole 
starts to look bigger. I would say I'd rather have it to where I'm trying to get the putts to drop 
more so than trying to figure out how to get it up there in two close to the hole. 
 
Q.  (Inaudible) on 14, the read or the stroke? 
 
JORDAN SPIETH:  I had a bad stroke, yeah. I pulled my second putt. It was kind of weird. 
It's a really tough pin. I hit it into a great spot, though. Then I lined it up I thought a little bit 
too low and I didn't step back and adjust it and I pulled it off of that line. It was a pull, for 
sure. 
 
Q.  Jordan, can you take a moment this week to remind JT -- 
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JORDAN SPIETH:  Michael FaceTimes him every single time on the 15th hole and he stops 
answering now. He asked when we were walking up 15 if he should FaceTime him now 
even though he was two groups behind us. Justin answered it for a few years and now he 
just either answers it flipping him off or he doesn't answer it at all. 
 
Q.  Are there certain -- on regular tour events, are there certain courses where it's 
more meaningful to win, is this one of them --  
 
JORDAN SPIETH:  Yeah, I think so.  
 
Q.  -- and if so, why?  Win and get paid for it I should say probably.  
 
JORDAN SPIETH:  I feel that way. If I could pick one nonmajor PLAYERS Championship to 
win on the PGA TOUR, it would be here. 
 
Q.  Why? 
 
JORDAN SPIETH:  I love Riviera. I think it's arguably, it's in the conversation as the best 
golf course in the world. It's more so that than anything else really, but obviously the fact that 
it's an invitational and Tiger's taken it over and all that added stuff, too, but I would have said 
that before it game a TGR Foundation event. 
 


