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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW  
February 17, 2022 
 
COLLIN MORIKAWA  ( -4) 
 
 
Q.  What about this golf course do you really like? 
 
COLLIN MORIKAWA:  Just having a lot of fans out there, having a lot of friends to support 
you. You hear people from La Canada or L.A. just rooting me on. Anytime you're in 
California you've got that extra touch of just energy coming out. It was obviously a pretty 
solid start so far. 
 
Q.  Got a great field here, top-10 in FedExCup points, top-10 in world rankings. Does 
that motivate you a little more when you play in this event? 
 
COLLIN MORIKAWA:  I wouldn't say it motivates me more. I kind of -- we see the same 
guys week in and week out and you just want to beat everyone. You know, it's not going to 
motivate me that I need to try harder or I need to do something different. I've played against 
these guys for the past two and a half years, so it's not really anything that unknown. 
 
Q.  Going to start off with just opening comments about your round today. 
 
COLLIN MORIKAWA:  Opening comments. Yeah, it was a solid start and I put in a lot of 
work over the past kind of week, week and a half of just figuring out my golf swing. That's 
kind of what I base my rounds off of or base my golf game off of is just being able to hit 
approach shots. When I feel a lot more comfortable on that, I can worry about other things, 
and thankfully I put together a solid stretch of golf today and overall feel really good with 
three more days left to go. 
 
Q.  What did you and Rick figure out?  
 
COLLIN MORIKAWA:  I was just getting really steep over there in Dubai. I couldn't hit my 
normal cut. Yeah, I come steep when I hit a cut and I swing left, but it doesn't mean I need to 
come straight over the top and I just, I could not figure it out. I was on the range in Dubai the 
second week sitting there for five, six hours just realizing, you know, what am I going to do 
and how am I going to play golf. Sometimes you figure it out and sometimes you don't, but 
about a week ago we figured it out and it's been pretty good so far. 
 
Q.  Collin, you mentioned the other day in your press conference that this course is a 
very important place for you. How did it play today? 
 
COLLIN MORIKAWA:  It played tough. There's some pin locations out there and you just 
can't miss in some spots. Some spots out here if you're going to miss, you're going to make 
auto 5s and you just have to be smart. I felt like I was swinging it well and then sometimes I 
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would just miss in the right spots and that's what you have to do. We play our misses, and 
thankfully I was able to miss in kind of the fat sides of the greens and be able to kind of roll it 
up next to the hole. And putting felt great today, so I've just got to keep that up. 
 
Q.  Do you remember when you first got to play out here? 
 
COLLIN MORIKAWA:  Probably for the U.S. Am. No, I actually do remember when I first 
played out here. I played I think right after I met Kat. So we had our U.S. Am in 2017 and 
that's when I met her. We knew we were going to have the U.S. Am out here, so I probably 
played here March 2017. We have some Cal donors that are members out here. Not too 
long ago. 
 
Q.  What's the contingent you have out with you this week, friends, family? 
 
COLLIN MORIKAWA:  Just got some friends coming over the weekend, family will come 
over the weekend. Normal crew. You'll see a few more friends that just kind of pop up out of 
nowhere, but I keep my team pretty small for at least the ones that I know are showing up. 
Then the surprises are always nice when you're walking by. 
 
Q.  You probably had better things to do yesterday than listen to press conferences, 
but Rory said that he's just kind of sick of all the noise and the other distractions 
surrounding golf. Do you share that sentiment at all? 
 
COLLIN MORIKAWA:  You know, I think we're just more sick of, what I touched about upon 
earlier, is we just want something to be said. We don't know what's going on. We're just all 
hypothesizing and guessing, you know, when this, when that, what date. It's all unknown. I 
think that's what we're sick of. It sucks to not know things and it's just an unknown, so why 
keep talking about it until something's actually said. 
 


