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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
February 16, 2022 
 
ADAM SCOTT 
 
 
MICHAEL BALIKER:  We would like to welcome Adam Scott to the interview room here at 
the Genesis Invitational.  
 
Adam, your 14th start in this event, obviously a two-time champion and most recently in 
2020. I guess starting in 2020 and going back to that week, what are some specifics I guess 
that stand out to you when you look back in terms of how your game was trending at that 
time and put you in a position to win?  
 
ADAM SCOTT:  Yeah, it was actually my first event in about eight weeks. I had played in 
Australia at the end of 2019 and had a nice break. I called that my offseason and I did some 
training and practice obviously, but came out here hoping to keep playing well because I 
was at the back of that year. Managed to find my rhythm Friday morning, I think it was the 
morning round I shot a really solid round and I got the confidence back up and managed to 
put myself in a position to win on Sunday, held on.  
 
My strong memory of that was a great up-and-down on 15 to save a bogey. That felt good 
that the short game came through for me at the right time.  
 
You know, the other big thing was winning here and having it be an official win was a nice 
thing so I didn't have to answer any more questions about whether I count it as a win here or 
not. But good memories. 
 
And then of course, you know, having Tiger present you a trophy is something special for my 
career to remember as well. His involvement in this tournament has taken it up to another 
level. That's something I'll also remember. It was a great week for me and means a lot to win 
here because it's my favorite course on Tour. 
 
MICHAEL BALIKER:  I guess fast forwarding to today, you've had a couple of top-10s 
obviously in the Middle East before coming back on Tour here. How would you assess the 
state of your game and how it's trending coming into this week?  
 
ADAM SCOTT:  I like how my game feels. I didn't like what I did last week in Phoenix, but 
the game in the Middle East was really solid. Although they were top 10s, I felt like I was 
very close to being able to post a number on both Sundays and I had the worst finishes I 
could, but I kind of went for it and it didn't work out. I like where my mindset is and my game 
is at. It feels good again today. I'm moving the ball really well. This is a course I do feel 
comfortable on, so I'm trying not to expect anything much, but I do expect myself to play well 
and put -- I'd love to be in a position to have another run at a win here. 
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Q.  Why is this your favorite course? What makes it that? That's supposed to be an 
easy one. 
 
ADAM SCOTT:  Yeah, well, I think there are a few things that do make it. Apart from 
generally people regard the golf course architecture very good at Riviera, I get strong 
feelings of Australia when I play down holes like 12 and 13 with the big gum trees, 
eucalyptus trees, and the grass feels the same. The holes are not necessarily reminding me 
of Australia, but definitely has that feel and this area has that feel to me as well. It's a very 
calm feeling for me on the golf course here. 
 
I think the greens are challenging and they do reward a shot justly, let's say. If you hit a 
really good 6-iron in, you get a good result. If you hit an average one in, you're going to be 
working to potentially two putt or chip and putt. I think the balance is very good on this golf 
course all the way around. 
 
Q.  As you guys get better and there's more of you and the scores keep getting lower 
and lower and records get broken, this is the one which stood the longest, which is 
I'm drawing a blank right now, in 1985, I think. Does that surprise you. It's 20 under.  
 
ADAM SCOTT:  It's 20 under? 
 
Q.  The guy's still alive who did it, so that's good. 
 
ADAM SCOTT:  I think they're all going to fall eventually, but then when you see the course 
in condition like this this week, fairly firm, the fairways are running out and the greens are 
fairly firm, it makes -- if they get firmer, it's going to be hard. We don't shoot 20 under on firm 
courses. It might hang on a little bit longer. 
 
Yeah, I mean, it's like comparing eras, it's very difficult to do that right now with playing such 
a different game of golf. All these records will fall and that's okay, but maybe it shows a 
testament to the quality of golf course that this one's holding on. 
 
Q.  In Phoenix, who did you settle on for a caddie, by the way? 
 
ADAM SCOTT:  Greg Herman. 
 
Q.  When you consider what you did in the end of '19, early 2020, winning, eight 
weeks off, winning again, where does that stretch rank in terms of what you would 
consider to be your best golf? Do you think back to that? Do you think of it often? 
 
ADAM SCOTT:  Yeah, I mean, it's a while ago now and I'm certainly trying to get back there, 
but I think as I left here kind of ranked sixth in the world after winning, I was in a really good 
spot, and coming into the spring, you know, hopeful of a great rest of the year and major 
championship golf and it didn't really go that way. Obviously we all stopped for a while and 
I've certainly found it challenging to get back to that position. However, things are getting a 
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little easier with the travel demands and things from my side now. I've kept myself in good 
shape and I've avoided any real setbacks, so hopefully I can lift my game back up there and 
this is a great week to do it. 
 
I mean, that week I won here had a great -- one of the strongest fields on the PGA TOUR in 
years and it felt like I won a really big event and I think it's got that similar feel this week. And 
I think it's going to have a similar feeling, even though we're still dealing with the COVID 
restrictions, I hope many people are able to come out and watch and create a great 
atmosphere, which is fun for us.  
 
So the confidence you can gain from playing well, it can all turn around quickly in one week 
and that would be nice. That's something I'm definitely looking for, to lift the confidence up a 
little bit. 
 
Q.  I'm not sure if you would have (indiscernible) this tournament, right after is when 
that accident occurred. Do you recall what you thought in those moments, just maybe 
having been here a few days before and then obviously things changed greatly in the 
game and for him?  
 
ADAM SCOTT:  Yeah, I mean, shocked like everyone. The reports were so severe at the 
time, I mean, you couldn't help but think really will he ever play again or walk. We just didn't 
really know. So it was brilliant to see him play at the back end of last year and pretty good, to 
be fair, for a guy who's had to recover from such a serious accident. That's on a positive 
note. 
 
Now, hopefully he's going to be able to play a little bit more. I think it would be -- it will be a 
sad day whenever the day comes when we don't see him play at all, but it seems like he's 
hinted that he's going to play here and there. I think we should all enjoy that.  
 
I mean, it's been incredible to be out here almost his entire career and watch everything 
sometimes up close and sometimes from miles away. What he's been able to do for us is 
great even down to this tournament. It's nice that he's back out and playing and it looks like 
he's really enjoying that opportunity as well. He's talked about it even on his previous 
comeback from back surgery, how much he's enjoyed that opportunity to play again, which 
is nice to see. 
 
Q.  Adam, at your age, 41 I believe, and the fact that you play a somewhat limited 
schedule I think comparatively, you would seem to be the perfect person that this new 
league would be talking to about joining. A, have you had much discussion about 
that, and B, would you ever even consider doing that? 
 
ADAM SCOTT:  I think the schedule they're proposing is very appealing to probably most 
golfers, I would think. You know, depending what your goals are in golf, I think the schedule 
is very appealing. From that side of things, I would consider doing that, for sure.  From a 
lifestyle side of things, yes. 
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Q.  Have you had any discussions with them at all? 
 
ADAM SCOTT:  Yes, yeah, but like everyone else, we're sworn to secrecy, Alex. 
 
Q.  And one other question, when you won the Masters, there's clearly the picture of 
someone taking a shot of you with your arms up from the back. It's what I would call 
now an iconic picture. Do you understand the fact that if you wanted to use that 
picture in any way, shape or form, that you would have to pay for the rights? 
 
ADAM SCOTT:  Yes, yes. I didn't take the picture, so it's not mine. 
 
Q.  Adam, just regarding that rival league, there's been a lot of discussion about the 
source of the money and people feeling like that should turn people off of this week. 
What would your response be to that line of thinking? 
 
ADAM SCOTT:  I think it's a bigger discussion than just a quick quote from me up here, to 
be honest. You know, I can understand obviously that angle, you know. I think you can 
argue both sides of lots of things, but at the end of the day I think my general feeling on this 
at the moment is that it's only a positive thing for professional golfers at the moment that 
there's interest and money coming into the sport, and it's also somewhat forced the PGA 
TOUR to put more money into the professional golfers and we're seeing that all around the 
world, too. They've put money into the European Tour. The LIV Golf Investments has put 
money into the Asian Tour. So at the moment that's good for strengthening the professional 
game. How everything else pans out, I don't know, but at the moment I think it's good that 
these things are happening for golf professionals. 
 
Q.  I had one that I'm saving, Adam, but I'm just curious since I can't get an answer 
from anyone else in the room and given your relationship with Greg, do you know 
what LIV stands for? 
 
ADAM SCOTT:  No, sorry. 
 
Q.  Can you make something up? 
 
ADAM SCOTT:  Long -- no, I don't know. 
 
Q.  Given all the talk about this and someone who's clearly involved in some capacity, 
are you at all curious to see who will be the first to sign up? 
 
ADAM SCOTT:  Yeah, for sure, yeah. I mean, I think the whole -- the whole thing is very 
difficult because, you know, to use terms that I read in the media, being independent 
contractors, it's very hard to get us all together to have a similar agenda. Everyone's got a 
different agenda. Very hard to make one thing suit so many.  
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The PGA TOUR has that same thing, you know. They're trying to be all things to many 
people and that's a very difficult thing to do. A player over here has a different priority or 
agenda with the Tour than the player over here. 
 
So I think it's difficult. Yeah, I don't know. It's been around for a long time now. I think it's 
certainly been a distraction at times I think for some players. It looks like it's going to be 
around for at least the rest of this year the way things are going, so we'll see what happens 
and who takes the step. 
 
Q.  Is it a distraction right now? 
 
ADAM SCOTT:  Not really for me. I mean, at some point you have to, I guess, 
compartmentalize everything. I do that with my whole life and this is just an opportunity that I 
have to put somewhere in a box like I do with every part of my life so that I can come out 
and play good. At some point last year I think it was quite consuming because it was the 
thing as well. So I've put it in a place where I feel like I'm in a good spot and whatever will 
happen, will happen. 
 
Q.  Last thing, not to dumb this down, but if you go back to April of '97, I'm not even 
sure exactly where you were when Tiger won his first Masters. Do you remember 
where you were, where you were watching and what you thought that day? 
 
ADAM SCOTT:  I was in my final year of high school in Australia and it would have been on 
a Monday morning. I'm pretty sure we were watching before school that morning. It was 
quite incredible. I mean, I think somehow we expected him to win. Obviously he was going 
to win on Sunday, but we expected it to happen.  
 
But there was just this phenomenon happening at that time for the last eight months. I even 
watched him win the U.S. Amateur in Australia and I don't know if the U.S. Amateur's ever 
been seen in Australia before that. It was a big deal, that U.S. Amateur I remember. Then he 
just kind of ticked every box along the way for the next eight months and won the Masters by 
12. It was just incredible. 
 
Like the impact even on me, I was an aspiring golfer and it was just amazing to have a figure 
like that. At that time it was great timing for me in my career to really keep pushing me. I had 
Greg Norman be a dominant player up until I was 16 really until Tiger came along, then 
Tiger just took it to another level really. 
 
Q.  (No microphone.)  
 
ADAM SCOTT:  When he came to Australia? Oh, yeah, it was a big deal. Okay. I'll give you 
a good story, Doug.  
 
In 1996 in December, the Aussie Open was at the Australian Golf Club and he came down 
to play. I missed qualifying and I caddied for my buddy who qualified. He was a left-hander 
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and we were on the 10th hole teeing off and he blocked it into the 18th fairway and Tiger 
was coming down the 18th hole. I've got like a carry bag over the shoulders and I was 15 
and I was just a weed at the time.  I had to clear Tiger's crowd for my buddy to hit a shot up 
to the 10th green. I was so nervous and just I was probably looking at Tiger more than I was 
looking at a yardage book on my man there.  
 
It was quite an experience to have him come down to Australia and drag thousands and 
thousands of people around. Yeah, I think it's easy, sometimes it's easy to forget like that 
early Tiger mania. It was really, I don't know if we'll see that again. 
 
Q.  That was great, thank you. Adam, back on kind of on scheduling and golf courses, 
you built your year generally around the major championships. How important is it to 
play a venue like this, to go through this test and then propel you perhaps the rest of 
the year and is that something you're factoring in related to other possible leagues, 
Tour concepts, the quality of the venue and what it does for your preparation? 
 
ADAM SCOTT:  Yeah, I think you've got to factor in everything. This is a great test. It's a 
great course and I enjoy it as well.  
 
To be fair to Phoenix, last week is the first time I've ever played. I thought the course was far 
better than I expected, probably a little underrated. I thought the greens were fantastic, they 
were great to kind of see a similar roll to Augusta. You know, similar grass, maybe not quite 
the severity. As I was using a new putter, it was good for me to kind of get an early gauge on 
that, on how that might feel at Augusta. So lots of things. 
 
Yeah, the discipline playing some of these kind of courses takes. Like this week, you just 
can't fire 7-irons at all the pins and you just have to accept it's over there on this hole. Those 
things are really good tests. 
 
So yes, you know, although I'm not playing at my absolute peak, I'm still trying to get all 
those things in line so that I'm best prepared for the biggest tournaments. 
 
And look, I actually consider this one of the biggest tournaments out here, so playing 
Phoenix was like my preparation to be here so I wasn't coming in from two weeks off and 
maybe shaking off the rust for a few days early in the week and a slow start. I wanted to 
come here and feel like I can really put a number on it Thursday and I know what's going to 
happen.  
 
Yeah, there's lots of things. Even I was chatting with Cam Smith the other day. He's 
obviously in a really good spot with his game. I was talking to him about, or he was telling 
me about his schedule and I just thought he's really got it figured out at the moment, I like 
what he's doing. Yeah, I didn't have any comment other than that sounds good for you. I 
thought, yeah, I wish I was kind of like set like he was. He's in a good spot, he's not chasing 
anything. And somehow I feel like I've got to move myself out of like just chasing to get back 
up in the ranking or FedExCup thing and just set my schedule and know what I can do and 
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execute. At some point you've got to get off like the hamster wheel, you know. 
 
Q.  Do you still marvel at the fact that you won here essentially coming in not having 
played a lot? 
 
ADAM SCOTT:  Not really. Actually, I think I'm really good when I'm starved of competition. I 
think when I was playing my best golf I didn't play much either and it's just that has suited 
me. I like practicing and I just don't know how many times you can peak perform. Honestly, I 
don't think you can peak perform 24 times a year, we know that. The greatest players who 
have ever played the game played very limited schedules. Tiger didn't play much more than 
16 events a year and he was winning like nine of them. When you don't have so many 
opportunities, it's like you're playing this is for the last, my last crack at it and I like that 
feeling. I'd like to kind of get myself into that place. I'm trying to talk myself into it by talking to 
you guys. 
 
Q.  You already don't play that many events per year, so I'm curious, what is it about 
the proposed schedule for this other league that is more appealing to you vis a vis the 
schedule you've been playing the last couple years? 
 
ADAM SCOTT:  Well, when there's only a proposed 14 events, let's say, and you might pick 
to play some other events, there seems to be time for a legitimate offseason. I think that's 
really missed on the PGA TOUR from all aspects but certainly from the top players. I think 
we would all like to see a break, and a break where you're not penalized for taking a break. I 
think that's one of the big things. 
 
MICHAEL BALIKER:  Adam, thanks so much for the time. Best of luck this week. 
 


