
1 
                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
February 15, 2022 
 
MICHAEL BRENNAN 
Medalist, Collegiate Showcase 
 
 
Q.  Just curious, how does someone who's never seen the course come out and do 
what you did today? 
 
MICHAEL BRENNAN:  I drove it straight today and that helps a lot. My coach, Jerry Haas, 
was my caddie today and he's played in the tournament before. He's come out here and 
he's got a lot of experience on the golf course, so he did a really good job. And we work 
together well picking apart the holes because I had never seen them before. 
 
Q.  He said your only bogeys were three-putts. That must make you feel good that you 
managed the course pretty well for the most part? 
 
MICHAEL BRENNAN:  Yeah, no, it's great. I had a really nice up-and-down on 7 I think it 
was to kind of avoid a bogey, but I did stay out of a lot of trouble areas, which is nice, and a 
lot of that was because I put the ball in the fairway and hit a lot of greens. 
 
Q.  What's your biggest takeaway from today? 
 
MICHAEL BRENNAN:  I can't wait for this week. It's cool to be able to -- it's only an 18-hole 
tournament basically, so you never really know what's going to happen, but I'm really 
grateful. 
 
Q.  Are you jazzed to be playing with some pros on Thursday morning? 
 
MICHAEL BRENNAN:  Oh, my gosh, yeah, like you couldn't believe. Yeah, very excited. 
 
Q.  I happened to be over on the first tee after you won and I saw you on the phone. 
So, if you don't mind me asking, who did you call? 
 
MICHAEL BRENNAN:  I called my mom. I know they were with my family, but I called my 
mom. 
 
Q.  And what does it mean to you to have the opportunity to play in a tournament like 
the Genesis Invitational? 
 
MICHAEL BRENNAN:  Even the opportunity to play in the Showcase today, the coaches 
and the donors of Wake Forest and our whole golf program, I couldn't be more thankful for 
them. We wouldn't be out here without them. So to be able to be out here and play Riviera 
today was tremendous, and if you're lucky enough to win and play for another couple days is 
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just icing on top. 
 
Q.  Is there anyone in the tournament that you look up to or model your game after? 
 
MICHAEL BRENNAN:  My favorite golfer is Tiger Woods. To be playing in his event is 
pretty dang cool. Maybe I get to see him out here or something this week. I'm just excited to 
play with hopefully some new guys that I haven't played with before, which I know I will. 
 
Q.  This is concerning you're very young yourself, but this is for all the golfers that 
are a little bit younger than you, especially going up into high school. What advice 
can you give them? Specifically, what is your approach as far as attitude to the game 
of golf, and secondly, what advice can you give about playing the course, any course 
that they're playing, the game itself, and what specifically would you tell them to work 
on during practice? 
 
MICHAEL BRENNAN:  I wasn't the best always growing up with my attitude. I would get 
pretty upset when I would hit a bad shot knowing that I could do better and I didn't do as 
good as I could have done. I'm still trying to work and kind of deal with hitting poor shots on 
the golf course. It's a learning process and I don't think even some of the guys on Tour 
have -- you know, they're still working on it as well. Just trying to understand that you're not 
going to hit every shot perfect, move on and try to recover when you put yourself out of 
position. And just be happy out there and know that you're still playing a game and it's not 
really a job and just have fun. 
 
Q.  And about as far as practicing, what recommendations can you give them; how 
long to practice, what to practice on, what not to practice on?  
 
MICHAEL BRENNAN:  Try to just be out there and play a lot of golf, I would say. You don't 
need to be sitting on the range for five hours a day. Playing golf you learn some invaluable 
things you can't learn by sitting on a range with flat lies and that sort of stuff. Even your short 
game and putting, that's kind of a big game changer for me these last few years, really kind 
of elevated that short game aspect of things. That just helps you when you know you're not 
hitting the ball as good, you're still able to score and play decent, put a decent round up. 
 


