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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW   
January 26, 2022 
 
MICHAEL THOMPSON  ( -8) 
 
 
Q.  Pretty impressive out there, bogey-free 8 under par, but as you came into this 
week, you've played this event a number of times, do you feel like you definitely have 
to go lower on the North course? 
 
MICHAEL THOMPSON:  Absolutely, you have to. It's shorter, it's shorter, I think the rough is 
a little bit lighter on the North, and you just know you're going to have to take advantage 
because the South course can beat you up. I was really quite surprised with how I played 
today because my practice leading up into today wasn't that great. I didn't play great last 
week, but something clicked and I made a bunch of putts and I was hitting my lines, so 
nothing to complain about. 
 
Q.  Was it the putting today that really did it for you? 
 
MICHAEL THOMPSON:  It was actually a combination of everything. I'm not one of the 
longest hitters on Tour so I've got to do everything right on a course like this and today I did. 
Took advantage of the opportunities. I was seeing my lines. The greens on the North are a 
little bit better than they are on the South because there's less poa annua, but I was really 
hitting my lines. I hit a lot of fairways, which is key out here, and most of my iron shots were 
right on the money. 
 
Q.  Obviously in the past you mentioned the greens being a little faster. It's been kind 
of bouncy and kind of quick. How much does that change your approach when you 
come into this tournament knowing that they're a little different? 
 
MICHAEL THOMPSON:  Yeah, you just have to have patience. I mean, you know that the 
putts are going to be bouncy, especially on the South course, so you've got to really focus in 
on your line and trust your line, make sure you hit a solid putt because really at the end of 
the day that's all you can do is just hit a solid putt and if things are -- stars are lined up for 
you, then they're going to go in.  
 
So again, a lot of the same tomorrow, I'm going to go out there and just play my game, not 
try -- I can't overpower the golf course so just try to hit as many fairways as I can, hit solid 
putts and we'll see what happens. 
 
Q.  I've got to tell you with the beard you're a little unrecognizable. Have you been 
doing some hunting, was that a result of that? 
 
MICHAEL THOMPSON:  No, actually started this right before the Playoffs last year and 
turns out my wife loved the beard so I'm keeping it.  
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Q.  This and Hualalai are very different golf courses, but any commonalities on what 
you've done well between the two? 
 
MICHAEL THOMPSON:  I really just was working with my coach, Ken Reeves. We've kind 
of simplified what I need to do in my golf swing to be able to hit it solid and hit it a little bit 
straighter and trying to stay focused on just those three key things that I have and work on 
them constantly. Last week I kind of got out of my rhythm and routine which is why I didn't 
play great. I had a great second round, but just couldn't keep anything going. Then 
yesterday I had a really good practice at the end of the day just to kind of iron out my 
ball-striking and today I was patient, picked conservative lines, didn't get too aggressive, and 
putting, just focus on hitting solid putts. When things go right, a day like today can happen. 
 
Q.  What's the best player you've been mistaken for with the beard? 
 
MICHAEL THOMPSON:  Man, I haven't been mistaken for anybody, it's just more people 
just, they think I'm a rookie because I look so different. You know, I've probably gotten more 
comments of, "What hockey team do you play for?"  
 
Q.  And going back even to like 2008 playing well here, what is it about this place and 
do you think back to now it's 13 years ago? 
 
MICHAEL THOMPSON:  Yeah, I played the 2008 U.S. Open, I actually played the first two 
rounds with Rocco Mediate, which was a really special experience, so I've got great 
memories from that week. I finished low am and played here a bunch. I've had a number of 
good rounds, not really any great finishes I think primarily because these courses are long 
for me. But I'm getting to the point now in my career where I've had good rounds on every 
golf course so I know I can play well, it's just a matter of whether my game's in shape. I feel 
like I'm in a good spot right now. 
 
 


