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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW   
January 26, 2022 
 
BILLY HORSCHEL  ( -9) 
 
 
Q.  Billy, you were just talking about how you were feeling, maybe not being able to 
play. Talk about what the process was as far as when you started feeling bad and 
when it started feeling better?   
 
BILLY HORSCHEL:  Yeah, so I slept bad coming back from Hawaii from the Sony Open. 
What was that, 10 days ago? I've been dealing with it all last week. And my physio at home, 
Brian Smith, and we did some work last week. Felt pretty good, flew out here Saturday. 
Practiced Sunday, felt okay. And then after my practice on Monday or doing my practice 
Monday, it just felt like it was locking back up a little bit. We've been working on it for two 
days straight. I mean, needling, everything you can possibly think of to try to get it to loosen 
up. It's more or less a trap. Not too bad, but it's more or less a trap in the feeling I get going 
down my shoulder.  
 
I don't really take a lot of medicine and somehow he said, hey, I think we just need to take 
some ibuprofen and to reduce this inflammation. Took that late yesterday morning and it 
made a world of difference last night.  
 
Still a little worried when I woke up this morning and it felt pretty good. Thankfully all the 
work we've done and everything I felt, it never got any tighter. It's actually felt like it's a little 
bit looser right now. Hopefully we got through the tough of it and now we're on the downhill 
side and I don't have to worry about it anymore.  
 
Yeah, like I said, I didn't know if I was even going to tee it up today when I woke up. Even 
when I was hitting balls I still wasn't sure whether I was going to tee it up. 
 
Q.  Was it one of those then you had virtually no expectations and this kind of frees 
you up in some way? 
 
BILLY HORSCHEL:  Yeah, it was. I told my caddie, Fooch, I said let's just go out there, no 
expectations and just enjoy, and I think we did a really good job of that. My game's in a 
really good spot. Todd Anderson and I, even with some injuries last week, did some really 
good work at home. Is it -- on the swing, has it fully taken hold? No, but I felt really good with 
what we're trying to do and our process, so I was more into that, not really too worried about 
the outcome or the scores and just trying to make really good golf swings and I did a really 
good job of that today. 
 
Q.  We don't have Shotlink for the North. Were there any bombs today? What were the 
highlights? 
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BILLY HORSCHEL:  I hit it really good. I mean, I think the longest putt I made was probably 
on my second hole, I made it from about 25 feet maybe, 20, 25 feet. Everything else was, 
you know, inside 10 feet, inside 15 feet. Hit some really good iron shots, which I haven't 
done well the last couple years. My iron game's really been holding me back, so it was nice 
to see some of the work, like I said, we did last week come to fruition this week. Played 
really solid, didn't put myself in any trouble and shot a really good golf score today. 
 
Q.  Got to ask you about a couple years ago, you had like an 80-60 something?   
 
BILLY HORSCHEL:  I shot 80 last year on the South course. 
 
Q.  Was it just last year? 
 
BILLY HORSCHEL:  No, two years ago I shot 80 on the South course and I came back with 
69. It happens. 
 
Q.  What does that say about the South course? 
 
BILLY HORSCHEL:  It doesn't say -- it says I hit the ball like I played like crap. Other than 
that, I mean, I think it's the highest I ever shot on that South course. I usually play it pretty 
well. I love the South course, it's one of my favorite courses on Tour, but unfortunately when 
you're not hitting it very good and you're not making any putts, we can look like the average 
golfer, which is what I think all the average golfers like to see once in a while. So yeah, 
obviously the South course is able to do that to you if you're not on your game. 
 
Q.  What did you think of Rahm's 6 under on the South course? What kind of tone 
does that set?  
 
BILLY HORSCHEL:  I have no clue what anyone shot today, that's the first I've heard. 
Doesn't shock me, I think he won a U.S. Open on that course last I checked. He's a really 
good player, there's a reason why he's the No. 1 player in the world. If you looked at what 
he's done over the last, shoot, really since he probably won here in, what was that, 2018 
maybe it was? 2019? You know, he's been a world-class player and it's not shocking he's 
No. 1. He drives it well, one of the best drivers in the game today, really good iron player, 
has a really good short game and putts it well. What else is there to say about his game that 
people don't know about him? He's No. 1. Shooting 6 under out there is very capable. The 
greens are really good, the best I've ever seen them. You know, I think that helps out with 
being able to make putts. They're not soft and the poa's not showing too much. They're 
really firm, they've got a nice pace to them. Hopefully they're in good shape again for us 
tomorrow. 
 
Q.  Is that your M.O., not to watch the leaderboard, not to look at it? And was there a 
point where maybe you allowed yourself today when you realized you had a really 
good round? 
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BILLY HORSCHEL:  No, there's only one or two leaderboards out on the North course. It's 
a little bit easier to see leaderboards on the South course because they're there every 
couple holes and they're right there in your face. I have no problem looking at leaderboards, 
it's whether sometimes I don't care to look at it and other times I like to sort of gaze and see 
what everyone's doing. Sort of what kind of mood I'm in. Yeah, I mean, that's just what I do. 
 
Q.  (No microphone.)   
 
BILLY HORSCHEL:  I was only able to play two holes yesterday. I got to give to my physio, 
Brian Smith, we've been working at it for about a week now and I woke up this morning and 
it felt pretty good and I was still a little hesitant. Made some swings and it felt good on the 
range and I said I'll give it a shot. And I mean, my game's in a really good spot, I was really 
excited to come this week. The only thing I was a little worried about was whether I was 
going to be healthy enough to be able to tee it up after the last couple days. So played really 
good. This course is obviously gettable if you put it in the fairway. I hit some good iron shots 
obviously. It's just golf, and when the greens aren't poa annua, they're bent, it makes it a 
little bit easier to roll your rock a little bit better over there. 
 
Q.  Let's talk about the closing holes there. There was a little bit of a backup there. 
You were playing really well. Did that bother you at all? What did you do during that 
delay? 
 
BILLY HORSCHEL:  It was slow all day. I mean, we waited on every golf shot all day. I 
mean, I was shocked we played the front nine in two and a half hours, it felt like three, 
three-fifteen. To wait those last couple holes didn't really matter because as I said, if people 
were watching us, we waited on every golf shot today. And it wasn't just our group, it was 
the entire group in front of us, group behind us. Maybe not the group behind us, but they 
were waiting too. So I don't know what the heck was up with slow play. 
 
Q.  Let's talk about tomorrow, second round, you're in great position, different golf 
course. What does that course, what challenge does that provide for you tomorrow? 
 
BILLY HORSCHEL:  It's very similar to the North course except on steroids. You've got to 
really drive it well. It's longer, so if you do miss it in the rough, it's a little bit tougher. I'm 
going to start on the back side, which is the tougher stretch. I've got those holes of 11, 
12 -- 10, 11, 12 and a couple of the other holes, 15, 16. So yeah, I mean, I'm in a really good 
spot, feel really good with what I'm doing and I'm just going to go with what I've done well on 
that golf course, put balls in the fairway, put the ball on the green and hopefully make some 
easy pars and hopefully fire something in the red numbers tomorrow. 
 


