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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW   
January 25, 2022 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON 
 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  We would like to welcome Dustin Johnson to the media center here at 
the 2022 Farmers Insurance Open. It's been a long time since we've done in-person 
interviews, Dustin, so it's a little different.   
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  For me it's been a while. 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  Back to normal. This is your second start of the season, you played 
once at The CJ CUP. Just can you just talk about playing here and what's your decision in 
coming to the Farmers this week.  
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Well, this year the schedule, obviously the schedule's a little bit 
different, so it worked out where it fit in the schedule nicely. 
 
I like this tournament, just the last few years I just hadn't played it due to scheduling. 
Especially I really like it when the weather's like this. The last few times I played here was 
some of the worst weather I think I've ever played in. It's not a fun course to play in bad 
weather, it's hard enough with perfect weather like we have right now.  
 
But yeah, the course is in great shape. Played the North Course yesterday and then I'm 
going to play the South today, but obviously game's coming along. I'm hitting a little better 
than I thought I might, but it's still got -- obviously still got a lot of work to do to get back to 
where I want to be. 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  And I was going to ask you since you've only played the, I guess it was 
a few months ago, a tournament, I'm sure you've played golf and done some other things, 
but can you share with us kind of what you've done during that offseason?  
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  I probably have not played as much as you think I have, that's for 
sure. 
 
No, just a lot of time was at home with the family. Did some fishing. Pretty much anything but 
golf is what it is. Last week I started hitting balls again and so yeah, it's been pretty good. 
The progression's been nice. Each day I see it's getting a little bit better, a little bit more 
consistent. That's what I wanted.  
 
But after last year I just, I was frustrated with everything, so a break was what I needed. And 
one thing that I was really frustrated with was with my driver and we got a new driver this 
year, the new Stealth driver, and I really like it. So that was one reason why I wasn't playing 
or took a break, until I could get the new driver and start practicing with it.  Yeah, that was 
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one of the main reasons why. 
 
Q.  Considering what you're talking about there with the offseason, taking all that time 
off, how much do you feel like that's going to help you now coming into this season 
to be able to completely reset? Was that really the mentality? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Absolutely, obviously that was a point of why I took so much time off. 
It's a long year, especially -- so I think I'll get more benefit, especially when it comes down 
towards the end of the year when we have a lot of big tournaments all in a row, the Playoffs, 
I'll still feel fresh and rested. 
 
But yeah, I just needed a reset with mind, body, everything. Just like I said, I was really 
frustrated with how I played last year. 
 
Q.  When you've taken this much time off, it's not like you're starting at The AmEx in 
the desert, you're coming to Torrey Pines and all the rough and the narrow fairways 
and all that. Is that daunting at all to like start here and is that part of why you maybe 
haven't come in the past? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  No. I mean, it's a golf course. I did step on the first hole, I think it's the 
first hole on the North on Sunday afternoon when I got here and I'm like, "Whoa, this 
fairway's narrow."  
 
I've been playing at home in Florida, the fairway's a little bit wider. A little like I was hitting 
down a hallway, but it's nice. It's a really good spot for me to know what kind of shape my 
game's in. Whether I play well or not, I couldn't tell you, but I feel like the game is -- it's there. 
Obviously the consistency is what I'm going to need to, and it actually takes a little bit of time 
to get back into it, which I'm definitely prepared for. 
 
Yeah, it's a great test of golf so for me I'm excited to see where the game's at. Like I said, 
each day's feeling a little bit better. I feel like I'm swinging really well. I've got to spend a lot 
of time around the greens just getting my touch back chipping and putting. 
 
Q.  You mentioned getting here on Sunday and playing. How has the schedule been 
for you? I know you're coming off this big break, but for a Wednesday through 
Saturday tournament, how kind of strange is that to get your head around or not? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  It's not. It's just days. We play four days, it doesn't matter what day we 
start. Especially I wasn't playing last week so it wasn't like I was on a short turnaround or 
anything. Plus, I've played here -- I've played the course quite a few times, it's not like I'm 
coming to a new venue either. Like I said, I didn't play the week before so I was able to 
travel on Sunday and get here, got here lunchtime on Sunday.  For me, yeah, it's just 
normal, just starts on a different day. 
 
Q.  You kind of joked about only hitting balls last week, but you're getting into your 
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30s now, it's kind of like groundhog day, you go to the same tournaments and the 
same places over the last 15 years. Do you find it at all hard to get up for tournaments 
like you used to, especially the nonmajors? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  No, I don't. I mean, every week to me is very important. Like I've 
always said, I prepare, you know, going into -- doesn't matter what tournament it is, I 
prepare the same way as I do whether it's the Masters or whether it's the Farmers. I don't 
prepare any different.  They're all big tournaments to me. 
 
Q.  You don't usually display your emotions to the public, but how frustrating was last 
year? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  It wasn't that bad, but it just wasn't -- it was frustrating to me just 
because I just wasn't consistent. Obviously I put a lot of good rounds together, but I just 
couldn't put four rounds together. It felt like when I was hitting the driver good, I wasn't hitting 
my irons very well. If I was hitting my irons well, I wasn't driving it good. Just nothing was 
matching up. It just gets frustrating when you do it for eight months straight. Especially after 
like the fall I had the year before, it was really frustrating. 
 
Q.  Talking to Brooks yesterday and asked him if there's anyone whose mindset he 
admired and he listed you as someone. I was just curious if there's anyone whose 
mindset you admire or that you've borrowed from just from the way that they 
approach the game? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Let me get back to you on that one. 
 
Q.  When you say you played very little, how little are we talking? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  A couple times. 
 
Q.  And what was frustrating about the driver and then what have you seen with the 
new one? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  It just wasn't going where I wanted it to. Wasn't anything wrong with 
the driver, just for me I couldn't get it to match up to the shots I wanted to hit. 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  Do you want to get back to Dylan or wait for another day?  
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Let me think about it for a second. 
 
Q.  (No microphone) if you're not playing that much? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  I mean, once I hit the new driver, everything was good. It was just 
something -- I don't know if it was the weighting or whatever it was. Just really struggled to 
get one that I really liked or that produced the shots that I wanted to hit. 
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Q.  Did it feel good right away? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  How long did it take you? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  The first one that they gave me. 
 
Q.  I'll give you an easier one. 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  I haven't had to think this much in a while. 
 
Q.  Whatever handicap you are as a golfer, plus six or eight or whatever, what are you 
as a skier and as a fisherman? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  I'd say scratch. 
 
Q.  At both?  
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Maybe a 1 at skiing. And fishing, I mean it's fishing, it's not catching. 
Some days I'm a plus-6, some days I'm an 18, it just all depends. 
 
Q.  DJ, I know you're a relaxed guy. How important is it for you to kind of have that 
comfort level of being relaxed on a golf course coming off an offseason and taking a 
break maybe as opposed to when you're out there trying to grind and things aren't 
going quite your way? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  It's definitely important. Obviously golf is, a lot of it's mental. You 
know, people say who knows how much it is or I don't know how you would ever measure 
that, but it's definitely very mental and if your mindset's in the right spot, especially for me, 
I'm going to play well. It's just, like I said, when you're struggling or when you're trying to 
grind or when you're trying to do too much, it's a very difficult game. 
 
When you're relaxed, you're confident in what you're doing and, like you said, you're in the 
right head space, then sometimes the game comes fairly easy. 
 
Q.  You're one of the players who signed up to participate in the Netflix documentary. 
What are you hoping fans get from your appearance in that and how open are you 
planning to be with them? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  We'll have to see. I haven't got too far into that, yeah. I mean, for me, 
okay, it's the same guys that did Drive to Survive. I didn't really watch Formula 1 actually at 
all and then I watched that series and now I'm hooked, like I love it, I watch it every Sunday. 
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So hopefully that's my, you know, what I think maybe a fan that doesn't really follow golf, 
maybe they watch it and then, all right, now they're really going to watch golf and follow it. 
So hopefully it will reach to some different viewers and we'll get a lot more followers from it.  
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  Dustin, appreciate it. Have a good week. 
 


