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ROUND 4 INTERVIEW 
December 5, 2021 
 
VIKTOR HOVLAND  ( -18) 
 
 
Q.  Viktor, first of all to begin with, is there any way to explain the tropical -- the 
victories in now your fourth win in a tropical paradise? 
 
VIKTOR HOVLAND:  Yeah, there's not that many similarities to Norway, so I don't really get 
it myself, but yeah, I don't know. Usually there's trouble off the tee and you've got to hit it 
straight, I think that helps. But frankly, the grass here, the Paspalum and the Bermuda, is not 
something that I'm very used to, so I don't know. For some reason I just play well here. 
 
Q.  And when did you think you had a chance? When did you start thinking, hey, I've 
got a chance? 
 
VIKTOR HOVLAND:  Yeah, honestly, when I first teed off and obviously got off to just 
making a few pars early on, I didn't really think winning was even in question, but after I 
made three birdies in a row at the end of the front nine and I got to No. 9 and I was in the 
greenside bunker and I looked up at the leaderboard and I saw I believe I was tied for the 
lead, maybe one shot behind or something like that, that's when I knew that, okay, if I play 
really well on the back nine, I've got a chance. 
 
Q.  It's not an official PGA TOUR win, but did it feel like one given the strength of the 
field and -- 
 
VIKTOR HOVLAND:  Hell, yeah. 
 
Q.  A W's a W, I guess? 
 
VIKTOR HOVLAND:  Yeah, yeah. There's only 20 guys in the field, but the players here are 
really good and I feel like my wins have come when the field hasn't been as strong, so for 
me to do well in a field like this gives me a lot of confidence. 
 
Q.  And will you now take a break? Is it tough to take a break when you're playing so 
well? What's next in the next couple weeks? 
 
VIKTOR HOVLAND:  Yeah, I need a little break. So I'm going to Oklahoma from here, 
spend a couple days there, and then I'm going to Norway, so I'll spend Christmas there and 
just relax. 
 
Q.  I'm going to guess you can't play golf in Norway at Christmastime? 
 
VIKTOR HOVLAND:  No, it's been pretty cold right now, so I'm going to try to get some 
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R&R. 
 
Q.  When you look at your wins, would you say that you're ahead of schedule in terms 
of where you maybe thought you might be? 
 
VIKTOR HOVLAND:  Yes, I would say so. You know, still it's crazy to think that I'm, you 
know, still just playing the PGA TOUR is pretty incredible just from thinking back to where I 
grew up and playing golf in Norway, you're playing golf six months out of the year and it's 
pretty farfetched to even just play golf professionally coming from Norway. So for me to be 
here and winning tournaments is pretty unreal. 
 
Q.  Viktor, have you played with a really, really big lead like that? I mean, five shots 
seems like a big lead. And is it a little bit bittersweet having roomed with Collin for the 
week? 
 
VIKTOR HOVLAND:  Yeah, obviously a little sad to see him not play his best today. He's a 
great player and I expected him to just kind of roll away with the victory, but sometimes this 
sport is not that easy and I'm sure he'll come back even stronger. 
 
Yeah, no, it's -- I don't know how many strokes ahead I was out there at the most, but I just 
tried to kind of stick to my game plan, and thankfully I had a really nice stretch there on the 
back nine that kind of made me relax a little bit. 
 
Q.  What was the most impressive shot you hit in the back-to-back eagles? 
 
VIKTOR HOVLAND:  The bunker shot on 14 was not very easy. The ball was sitting down 
and I was contemplating hitting more out to the right so I would give myself more green 
because if it comes out dead with no spin, it's rolling off the green. But I decided to just give 
it some extra speed, which has kind of been one of the things I've been struggling with 
around the greens. If it's a high-pressure situation, I tend to hit it soft and kind of, you know, 
punt it more instead of going for the open face and hit it hard and I decided to do that there 
and it worked out. 
 
Q.  Viktor, the first question is, can I have my pen back, which is about $10,000 now? 
 
VIKTOR HOVLAND:  Sounds good. I think I still have it in my bag. 
 
Q.  Okay. Tell us about the night before? You spent -- you actually are rooming with 
Collin. 
 
VIKTOR HOVLAND:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  What kind of talks did you have and what are you going to say to him when you go 
back? 
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VIKTOR HOVLAND:  Yeah, I mean, we don't really talk that much about golf at night. He's 
got his caddie, his now fiancee and I've got my caddie and trainer, so there's a good amount 
of people in the house. We're just eating food and talking and having a good time.  
 
Yeah, obviously again I expected Collin to play a little better than he did today and I'm sure 
he did as well and he's going to be a little upset with that, but that's one of the things I think 
is very commendable about Collin is that, you know, he's genuinely happy for me, and when 
he does well I couldn't be happier for him. It's a good friendship. 
 
Q.  Were you part of the plan when he wanted to propose to his girlfriend? Did you 
know from before? 
 
VIKTOR HOVLAND:  He asked if he could get the master suite before we got to -- before 
we got here because he was going to propose, so I said that was a decent enough excuse 
to let him have it. 
 
Q.  Viktor, what was your mindset coming into the day six back? What was the plan? 
 
VIKTOR HOVLAND:  Yeah, I mean, I knew like I've had good stretches of golf throughout 
the week, but I've had a couple bogeys here and there that have kind of stymied my round, 
so I knew if I can just kind of keep planning my way around there and I can make a couple of 
key up-and-downs here there and there and keep hitting the way I have and make putts, I 
could shoot a really low number. Obviously today I kind of got it a bit more going until the 
end when I kind of limped through the finish line.  Yeah, I mean, I knew I needed to take 
care of business. 
 
Q.  And when was the first time you met Tiger? 
 
VIKTOR HOVLAND:  That was Sage Valley Junior Invitational. Not that I had a conversation 
with him, but at least I got to just shake his hand on the first tee when we played that junior 
event there. 
 
Q.  How old were you then? 
 
VIKTOR HOVLAND:  I believe that's 2014 maybe, 2014. Would have been like 16-ish. 
 
Q.  Mr. Munjal mentioned that you won the first professional trophy at Yas Links. We 
were all there and now you're here again. Did he speak to you before that or just that 
he came up with it or did he remember it?  
 
VIKTOR HOVLAND:  Yeah, we had a thing at, gosh, I can't remember the track, but we did 
this thing for Abu Dhabi.   
 
Q.  I remember that, but did you guys speak about it this week before today? 
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VIKTOR HOVLAND:  No. I mean, he has a great memory, so he remembered that. And I 
remember saying after I won that thing, that that was my first professional victory. Yeah, I'm 
assuming that left --  
 
Q.  Yeah, both of us were there that week and we spoke with you. 
 
VIKTOR HOVLAND:  That's right. 
 
Q.  Another question. Whether you have a bogey or a birdie, a difficult shot or easy 
shot, how do you manage to smile all the time? There doesn't seem to be a wrinkle, 
doesn't seem to be a frown. Is that the way you played the game all your life or is it 
something you set yourself up for? 
 
VIKTOR HOVLAND:  It's something I've had to work on a little bit. Golf is so frustrating and 
it's easy to -- or like you get -- sometimes you get in the mindset of thinking you want to play 
perfect golf all the time. Frankly, out here it's way tougher to do so because you've got so 
many slopes and you can hit good shots that run off the green and you've just got 
to -- sometimes you know that okay, I'm going to hit some good shots, I'm going to get some 
bad breaks and at the end of the day you're playing 72 holes. That one bounce can really 
put you off with the mindset, but if you just kind of let if go as one unlucky bounce and keep 
kind of sticking to what you're doing, there's plenty enough holes to kind of rise to the top. 
 
Q.  One question on Rayhan, your college mate. Are you getting any texts from him or 
are you texting him back? 
 
VIKTOR HOVLAND:  Not so far this week, but I see him every day when I'm home, so 
looking forward to seeing Rayhan when I get back to Oklahoma. 
 
Q.  You mentioned how unlikely it is for a kid from Norway to play on the PGA TOUR. 
How big of an inspiration or how much did Tiger Woods factor into you being here? 
 
VIKTOR HOVLAND:  Yeah, just kind of, again, I remember sitting in the classroom just 
watching highlights on YouTube. He definitely inspired me and helped me in that way, but 
watching his highlights kind of make it seem even more farfetched because you're going to 
be competing against this guy when you get on Tour hopefully.  It was more like I made it 
more of a dream.  
 
But I took a lot of inspiration and motivation from Henry Bjornstad, who is our first player on 
the PGA TOUR, and I was lucky enough growing up that after he stopped playing, he did 
some stuff for our federation. I was about 13 or 14 years old and I got to pick his brain a little 
bit. That's not often junior golfers in Norway get to speak with a PGA TOUR player, so that 
made it -- that kind of bridged the gap a little bit. 
 
Q.  What club on 15? 
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VIKTOR HOVLAND:  7-iron into the green.  
 
Q.  What's the most interesting thing you saw Tiger do this week and what is the most 
interesting thing you heard him say? 
 
VIKTOR HOVLAND:  I mean, hitting drivers is pretty crazy. Hasn't been that many months 
ago since his accident, so for him to be hitting golf balls is pretty crazy. 
 
And to be fair, I haven't been paying much attention to the media or I didn't get to watch his 
press conference either earlier this week, so I haven't heard him say too many things.   
 


