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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW 
December 2, 2021 
 
RORY McILROY  ( -6) 
 
 
Q.  Rors, maybe first question, just on the back of Rex's question to you, you must 
have been very proud of yourself after that little hiccup mid round and the way you 
finished. 
 
RORY McILROY:  Yeah. Sort of I was trying to ride my luck a little bit. On the 9th pulled my 
tee shot but got away with it and sort of kicked around that fairway bunker and had enough 
club to get there in two, so I was trying to pull a shot off and I didn't and ended up making a 
double from it.  
 
Yeah, happy with how I responded on the back nine after that. Played the back nine in 5 
under par. Yeah, it was a nice little response to not quite a mental error. I mean, I committed 
to the shot, I just didn't make a great swing. Yeah, it was nice to play the back nine the way I 
did and put myself back in the tournament. 
 
Q.  Probably just shows how fickle this game can be? 
 
RORY McILROY:  Yep, it's the ficklest of fickle, this game. 
 
Q.  Does this feel a little better, this 66 than other 66s, because of your first action 
since Dubai? 
 
RORY McILROY:  Yeah, in a way. I played -- I think I played well enough to shoot a better 
score than that. Especially I said to Rex in the TV interview, I played the par 5s in even par 
and like five par 5s here, I should be taking care of those, so that's something I'm going to 
need to do over the next three days because I can't rely on doing what I did today. I made 
three 2s out there, one on a par 4. I need to take care of the par 5s just to make it a little 
more stress free. 
 
Q.  What did you do on the second shot? It went in the water? 
 
RORY McILROY:  It went right in the water, Doug. Dropped, missed the green right trying to 
be a little too aggressive with the fifth shot or fourth shot, and then I didn't get it up and 
down. Messy 67, very messy 67. It's fine. 
 
Q.  With the win in Vegas, you had a chance to win in Dubai, 66 today, how 
encouraged are you by where the game is? 
 
RORY McILROY:  Yeah, I'm pleased with where it is. I really turned a corner after the Ryder 
Cup. I've been sort of saying that all along. I feel like I found something those few weeks 
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between Ryder Cup and CJ. CJ was a bonus, like that sort of came out of nowhere and 
gave me some confidence. I had the lead going into the last day in Dubai, had the lead with 
four holes to go and got off to another good start here. The three starts since the Ryder Cup 
have been really good, I've shot some good scores, low scores. Yeah, the game's feeling a 
lot better and it's just another -- another chance to get into contention and feel that, you 
know, whatever it is you feel on Sunday when you're trying to win a golf tournament. The 
more I can just get into that position and sort of have those experiences, the more 
comfortable I'm going to be going forward. 
 
Q.  Is it almost unfortunate timing that -- 
 
RORY McILROY:  It sucks. I wish it was like the end of March. 
 
Q.  I would think with Poppy, you're going to want to take some time off. Is it hard to 
step away when you're playing as well as you are? 
 
RORY McILROY:  It is, yeah, but it's still -- it's been a long year and I've always enjoyed the 
holidays and I've enjoyed Christmastime, and especially this will be Poppy's second 
Christmas and at least she's at an age now where she sort of understands and that will be 
fun. I want to be totally engaged in that and be present for that.  
 
Yeah, look, again, I wish it was a different time of the year the way I'm playing, but there's no 
reason why I can't pick up again in January and keep playing the way I'm playing. I'm still 
going to keep myself ticking over these next few weeks, I'm not going to completely shut the 
clubs away for a few weeks. Maybe two or three times a week I'll get out there and play and 
practice, just maybe not take a complete break like I've done before because my game's in 
good shape and I want to keep it there. 
 
Q.  Two things along those lines. If you go back say 10 years ago, do you find 
yourself now more, let's say, tired at the end of such a year and less excited about the 
start of a new year? 
 
RORY McILROY:  I know what you mean. Yeah, I probably -- I probably feel it a little more 
at the end of the year. Like I feel like I need a little bit of a break mentally, a mental reset, but 
I'm never not excited for the start of a new year, just a fresh start. No matter if you had a 
great year the last year, if you had a not so good year, I love the feeling of setting goals and 
get it going out there trying to accomplish them. I've never lacked enthusiasm or motivation 
at the start of a year. 
 
Q.  Have you ever fallen into the trap of playing great as you're doing now let's say 
middle of the year and adding tournaments because you are playing great as opposed 
to leaving hungry and coming back ready to kill somebody? 
 
RORY McILROY:  I think one of the big things I've realized is you have to be so disciplined 
with your schedule and not -- it's hard as well because tournaments are really -- they want 
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us to commit early so they can sell tickets on the back of us going there and stuff.  
 
But like I get why Tiger didn't enter until the Friday before until he really made his mind up 
that that's what he wanted to do. I'm not saying I'm going to take it to that extreme, but you 
sort of have a schedule in your head, but then you want to just make sure that you're in the 
right space to commit and go there and give it 100 percent, because there has been 
tournaments I've shown up to where I haven't probably been 100 percent there and that's no 
good either. 
 
Q.  And will you at all dress up like Santa for your girl? 
 
RORY McILROY:  What's that?  
 
Q.  Will you ever dress up like Santa for Poppy? 
 
RORY McILROY:  No. Santa's, Santa. Dad's, dad. 
 
Q.  Do you have any traditions?  
 
RORY McILROY:  Not yet. We're sort of in the -- 
 
Q.  Building it? 
 
RORY McILROY:  We're building them as we go, yeah. 
 
Q.  So you've now played Albany during a competition round. What was your 
experience like out there? 
 
RORY McILROY:  It was great. I've played this course a lot over the years being a member 
here for a few years and it's a little different. You don't quite see the trouble and the water as 
much in practice as you do when you've got a scorecard in your hand. Yeah, it's a little 
different. I always used to think this place was very wide open and could sort of just wail on 
driver everywhere, but once you get a card in your hand and you start to play the way you 
normally play in a tournament, everything just starts to tighten up a little bit. It was good. The 
wind got up a little bit, it was tricky coming in there, it was a tough finish and happy with how 
I played. 
 
 


