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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW 
December 2, 2021 
 
ABRAHAM ANCER  ( -6) 
 
 
Q.  How would you assess your play today? 
 
ABRAHAM ANCER:  It was a very solid round. Happy with pretty much all of my bag. I feel 
like I hit it great. Off the tee I felt like I had a little bit more speed this week. I've 
been -- wasn't really feeling like I was swinging at it maybe like a couple years ago off the 
tee, but still hitting a lot of fairways. Just didn't have that pop and finally today I feel like my 
body was moving nicely and iron play was pretty solid as well, but probably the highlight was 
definitely my putter. I rolled it nicely today. 
 
Q.  Was there anything you've worked on recently to maybe get a little bit more speed 
off the tee?  
 
ABRAHAM ANCER:  Not really. I work on it every single day with my trainer, but it's mainly 
just staying healthy and just maximizing what I've got. Obviously I want to get stronger and 
faster, but I don't want to do anything radical that will change my accuracy. 
 
Q.  I just wanted to ask you about what the year's meant in terms of how much your 
own self belief has increased with each step you've taken; winning the Aussie Open, 
playing in your first Presidents Cup, that kind of stuff? 
 
ABRAHAM ANCER:  I feel like I've been able to improve on my game every single year, but 
also mentally just feeling more comfortable and feeling like I can compete in big-time events 
and majors. I just feel like I belong and that's a big part of playing good in big-time events. 
Obviously you can stripe it all day, but if you don't have the mentality that you can win out 
there, it's going to be pretty tough for you to put some good numbers out there. So my game 
itself has improved and I feel like mentally I'm in a better spot as well. 
 
Q.  So that's a really honest answer that would say that there was a time that you 
didn't feel like you belonged.  
 
ABRAHAM ANCER:  Yeah, I've said all the time when I first got on Tour, mentally I had no 
chance. I felt like I was always pretty mentally strong and I feel like I was ready, but no, there 
were some events at the beginning of my career that I was like, I have no idea if I have what 
it takes to be out here. 
 
Q.  Do you have any distinct memories of a moment, like something that happened?  
 
ABRAHAM ANCER:  Yeah. I've gotten this question asked a couple times and I always 
remember. I think back then it was my first event on Tour at Napa and I was setting up at the 
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range. It was kind of chilly in the morning. It was my first PGA TOUR event and Rory, I think 
Rory played that event for a long time. I mean, he was there that week. DJ, I think, or 
somebody else sets up right next to me and I'm seeing him hit 5- irons into the wind and 
they were going like, I don't know, 215, 220 into the wind cold and I'm hitting my 5-iron like 
170, like this low. I'm like, I just don't know if I have what it takes really. That was a rough 
year, but after that I just told myself that I got there for a reason, I didn't have to change 
anything, just have to get better and believe in my game.  
 
Q.  Just to be clear, we're talking about McIlroy, not Sabbatini, right? 
 
ABRAHAM ANCER:  Right, McIlroy. 
 
Q.  One last thing and I'll try to give you an original question. Rory had an 
interesting -- McIlroy -- kind of a dialogue yesterday on what an independent 
contractor means and some clarity there. So I wanted to ask you if you think it's an 
area that needs to be cleared up and are you at all disappointed the Tour hasn't given 
you a release yet on Saudi? 
 
ABRAHAM ANCER:  Yeah, that's a very complicated I feel like question or response. I'm 
the kind of guy that I just want to play golf and I don't like to get too political or get into 
things. I want to go and travel the world and play some golf. I'm not looking at anything 
political or what other countries do or whatever. I know countries, they have their good 
things and bad things, it doesn't matter where we're looking, so I just want to play some golf 
and that's really about it. 
 
Q.  I meant on the release side, the Tour actually granting the release. Are you 
surprised they haven't done it yet or have you had any conversations?  
 
ABRAHAM ANCER:  No. I understand both sides, I just -- I have no idea what's going to 
happen and I haven't really been approached by really either side, really got told anything, 
so I'm just waiting. 
 
Q.  How did you get to Australia? From having come through the Web and then 
started slowly, what did you do that got you to Australia? 
 
ABRAHAM ANCER:  To Australia? 
 
Q.  Yeah. 
 
ABRAHAM ANCER:  Yell, when I first got on Tour I didn't really do much in the gym. 
Physically, I didn't really put much attention to that and I quickly realized that I had to. So I 
improved a lot in that sector. Saturdays, Sundays I was kind of like tired and sluggish. Now I 
feel like I'm peaking on Saturday and Sunday and just getting better.  
 
Like I said, mentally I feel a lot more confident. That was a slow process. It just didn't -- it 



 

3 
                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

wasn't like one night I woke up and was ready to go. Believing, working on the stuff that I 
worked on with my team and just knowing that I'm not going to see results the next day. 
Slowly, every single year, I've been able to improve. 
 
Q.  So you've now played (indiscernible) in competition round. What's the experience 
like out there? 
 
ABRAHAM ANCER:  I had no idea what to expect. This is my first time here and I 
absolutely love it. It's a great spot to just come hang out, but it's also a golf course that is 
very demanding. It gets windy and it's a tough test, but it's in great shape. You hit the right 
shots, you can score. Obviously I had a good day today, so I'm a little biased, but I like it 
here. 
 


