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MEDIA CALL  
NOVEMBER 3, 2021      
         
LUCAS HERBERT 
 
 
MODERATOR:  Welcome to this virtual interview with the Australian media.  Before we get 
going with the interview, just want to remind the media on call that if you would like to ask a 
question to Lucas later on, please use the chat function to type in your name and when I call 
your name, please go on camera, un-mute yourself and ask the question and we go on from 
there. 
 
So I'll begin with a couple of questions for Lucas.   
 
Lucas, two days on from winning your first PGA TOUR tournament at the Butterfield 
Bermuda Championship, how has that realisation been for you and what has been most 
pleasing about the last few days?  
 
LUCAS HERBERT:  The most pleasing thing has been the invite to Augusta, which is 
guaranteed, I think.  Has it sunk in yet?  No, I don't think so.  I still feel like -- I still feel like it 
hasn't sunk in and I feel like I need to get home and celebrate with all my family and friends 
to kind of have it properly sink in.  Maybe by the end of this week, I'm not too sure, but yeah, 
it's been pretty cool.   
 
I was walking around here in Mexico today and I mean, all the players have been saying 
"congratulations" and that's pretty cool because, I mean, two weeks ago I didn't think most of 
them knew my name. 
 
Yeah, pretty cool, pretty cool so far, but yeah, I'm going to say it hasn't sunk in yet. 
 
MODERATOR:  Cool.  And you're going straight into this week's World Wide Technology 
Championship at Mayakoba in Mexico.  Just give us some thoughts about the week again 
and what will be important for you to focus on. 
 
LUCAS HERBERT:  Yeah, I mean, it's going to be nice to play with some freedom out here, 
not that crazy amount of pressure to really perform like there was a week ago.  I'm looking 
forward to that.   
 
It's an amazing place here in Mayakoba.  The resort here's phenomenal, the golf course is 
really cool.  There's obviously some pretty cool wildlife out there as well.  Yeah, it's just a 
really nice and chill place to be here this week.  I think the golf course looks like you've got 
to keep the ball in play, you've got to make sure you don't hit too many wide ones, there's 
just not a lot of room for that.  Yeah, if I can keep it pretty straight off the tee and give myself 
some scoring chances, then it should be a good week for me.  
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Q.  Mate, just curious, what can you tell me about the celebration on Sunday night? 
 
LUCAS HERBERT:  I kind of have to give a version here that I'm allowed to give. 
 
So Nick, my caddie, and myself, we were on a plane that was kind of chartered through the 
tournament with a bunch of other players here to Mayakoba and I definitely celebrated well 
on there.  I can't tell you how well because I don't remember a lot of it.   
 
Then my coach and my physio were still in Bermuda and they had a few celebratory drinks 
there as well.  We all woke up with fairly significant hangovers on Monday morning. 
 
We haven't planned too much, but we definitely said we all want to get together at some 
point again.  It was pretty crazy on Sunday.  There's just so much that goes on after you win 
an event and it just felt like, it just felt so crazy.  So we all kind of want to actually get 
together next week and sort of celebrate properly and just tell stories and remember how 
much fun it was. 
 
Q.  To follow that, what's the most satisfying thing about getting your first PGA TOUR 
win, and did you get any kind of really cool feedback from anyone in Australia that 
was really appreciated? 
 
LUCAS HERBERT:  Coolest -- I mean, just this whole schedule change.  I'm now playing 
some events that we just watched on TV for years growing up.  That's a really cool change.  
I'm really looking forward to playing some of those. 
 
Feedback?  I mean, from my mental coach, Jamie, that was pretty cool.  We chatted about it 
and he just said, "You just looked so calm and collected out there, it didn't even look like you 
were in the lead of a tournament, you just look so chilled out."  That was really cool to hear. 
 
I had a message on Instagram from Greg Norman, so that was pretty cool as well.  And then 
Shane Warne messaged me today, too. Sort of name drop there a couple, but those are a 
couple bits of feedback I've had, a couple of Aussie legends there. 
 
Q.  Have you written back to either of these guys? 
 
LUCAS HERBERT:  Yeah, they were probably the first ones to get replied to.  
 
Q.  You got Dom to fly over, a bit of an SOS to come over and give you a hand after a 
couple of ornery weeks.  How big of an impact did that have on how you played last 
week and getting that win?  
 
LUCAS HERBERT:  That's an incredible moustache, Jimmy, by the way.  Yeah, I was really 
struggling those first two events in Napa and Jackson.  It's a really tough call because at the 
time there was not really guarantee of being able to get home to Australia.  Like I'm not 
really sure if everyone in Australia, how much they understand how hard it is to get -- or how 
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hard it was to get home a month ago.  It's near on impossible to get a flight.   
 
For me to make the decision to get him out, because I knew he would come.  I knew if I 
called him and said I was really struggling, he would come, and that was the problem 
because I knew there was a chance he would be stuck out here for a long time.  For him to 
come out, there was no real exit strategy.  It's just like, "I'll come and I'll help you as much as 
I can and we'll do whatever we've got to do."  Obviously I appreciate that.   
 
We hit a lot of golf balls in the two weeks leading up to Bermuda.  Just my golf swing was a 
long way off and I was not in a good spot technically.  So, yeah, to be able to fix all that and 
get it into a position that was playable, especially in those tough conditions in Bermuda, that 
was very satisfying. 
 
Q.  And, mate, your own plans to come home?  Is there any time you're thinking 
you're going to come back, or is it just going to be stay over there until things get a 
bit easier? 
 
LUCAS HERBERT:  No, I'm going to come back early December.  Obviously with 
quarantine gone now in Melbourne, go back and see all my mates, which I feel like I really 
need.  I feel like I need a nice reset to be able to just go home and just get grounded again 
with all the people that I grew up with and probably don't really treat me any differently than 
depending on how I'm playing on a golf course.  So I'm really looking forward to that. 
 
I think I'm going to play the Sandbelt Classic as well that Ogilvy and Clayts have started in 
Melbourne.  Unfortunately, I don't think I'll be able to play any of the PGA TOUR Australasia 
events, which would have been really nice.  I was kind of trying to figure out a way for fit 
them into the schedule, I'd like to have played, but it's just not going to work out, I think.  It's 
annoying but I'm sure there will be plenty more.   
 
I know, is the Aussie Open going back to Victoria next year?  I think that will definitely be 
high on the priority list, I would love to play that.  And if the Aussie PGA's at Royal 
Queensland again, I'd also love to play that again.  Yeah, I'm looking forward to getting 
home, looking forward to chicken parma and a CC and Dry with the boys.  
 
Q.  Just a quick one, obviously you mentioned Augusta there early on.  How do you 
focus on the rest of the golfing year when you know you're going to Augusta given 
that it's been such a massive dream for you? 
 
LUCAS HERBERT:  Good question.  I think I'm going to have to reset some goals at some 
point.  We've had a lot of discussions about it today and yesterday.   
 
It's interesting, my whole career has always felt like you're playing in an event trying to play 
well which could potentially lead to you getting into bigger events or getting into Tour events 
over here or Tour school.  It's like a lead-on path to playing in these bigger and better 
events.   
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Now it's not really like that anymore.  If I was to win this week, that doesn't really get me into 
anything that I wasn't already in.  It's just a bit of a different mindset change.  It will allow 
some freedom, there's not that pressure on me to have to perform to get into these events.   
 
Yeah, just being able to kind of go and play, like I said, with that freedom in the regular 
events and try and win as many as I can, I think it will definitely be a good thing if I can get 
my mindset right going into that. 
 
Q.  You mentioned before how you felt some of the other players on Tour mightn't 
even know your name, but just in terms of reaffirming your own belief in your ability, 
obviously you win the Irish Open earlier this year, have your PGA TOUR card, and 
you've won an event sort of straight up.  Does that reaffirm where your ability and 
talent is given that it hasn't been a sort of easy past eight months?  
 
LUCAS HERBERT:  Yeah, definitely.  I think anyone that knows me knows that there's not 
ever an issue with a lack of self confidence, but every time you can get a top up of that, 
whether it's just hitting good shots on the range or in a practise round or obviously going and 
winning a tournament, just gives you that extra sense of confidence, whether you want to 
say it's arrogance or whatever you want to call it.   
 
Yeah, you can feel it.  I can feel it in the practise rounds already this week, I just feel so 
confident because I won last week.  You know, you start looking at things logically like 
maybe this golf course doesn't set up that well for me, but I just know I'm going to play well 
because I did last week and it's just going to happen again.  Yeah, it's pretty cool to have 
that there. 
 
Q.  You made a significant investment in yourself by surrounding yourself with your 
team as a young pro.  That can sort of weigh on you a little bit if the results aren't 
coming, but do you feel like that investment has been really realised now and it's paid 
off for you big time and going forward as well? 
 
LUCAS HERBERT:  Yeah, absolutely.  I was probably never really interested in trying to 
make money playing the smaller tours.  I think any money that I pretty much made, whether 
it be from endorsements or whether it be from prize money, was going straight back into 
investing in myself, whether it be coaching or whether it be buying stuff like a TrackMan or 
those types of things.   
 
I always wanted to try and do that because I felt like that was the best way for me to get 
better.  Yeah, you get to a point now where those smaller gains of money really are kind of 
insignificant from what I have the ability to earn on the PGA TOUR.  Yeah, it's pretty 
satisfying to see it get to this point where it's all paid off for me, the gamble's been worth it 
and now it's time to sort of have some fun. 
 
Q.  The majors obviously form a big part of this new schedule, you can now plot.  How 
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do you think you'll best prepare -- you've had a taste of it the last few years.  How do 
you feel like you best prepare for a major?  Do you think you'll have a week off 
beforehand or do you like playing leading up to it?  How do you think it's going to 
impact your schedule? 
 
LUCAS HERBERT:  I think the best for me is probably to have the week off prior.  I mean, 
obviously I haven't played Augusta and that's, from anyone who wants to tell you about that, 
it's a massive local knowledge golf course.  You're going to need to play it a lot of times to 
see different breaks, different misses to different flags and everything like that.  Just the 
more times I can get on there and play and prepare is going to be helpful.   
 
Not playing the week before, playing extra practise rounds, just even from a point of mentally 
being fresh as well, just majors are tough weeks.  There's just so much more attention on 
those weeks and it can drag you down and drain you, your energy, pretty quick if you go too 
hard, too early. 
 
Yeah, I think the majors this year I haven't played -- I played St. Andrews.  I haven't played 
the PGAs in New York somewhere, I can't remember the name of the course, but I haven't 
played there.  Obviously I haven't played Augusta.  I'm missing one here.  U.S. Open, 
where's that?  Anyone know where the U.S. Open is. 
 
Q.  It's at the Country Club of Brookline.  
 
LUCAS HERBERT:  Perfect.  I also haven't played there.  I would say most of the major 
weeks for me, I'm in The Open, obviously I've played there, but I'll probably want to 
get there early as well.   
 
So, yeah, I would be planning to schedule a week off prior to most of the majors to get ready 
physically, mentally, everything like that.  But I also haven't looked too much at the schedule 
yet, either.  I think the Scottish Open will be the week before The Open and I've always 
played well there at Renaissance and I probably want to play that tournament as well.   
 
Yeah, we'll have a pick through of the schedule and see what the best option is, but yeah, 
like you said, I definitely want to prep hard for these majors in the next year.  And I feel like 
I've not performed the way I've wanted to in them and I'm better than the results I've shown 
up and given in the majors I played so far, so I definitely want to change that going into 
2022. 
 
Q.  Will you try and get on Augusta before April?  Maybe Sharky can help you out? 
 
LUCAS HERBERT:  I think I probably will.  I would be silly not to.  I think I want to go there 
early when there's no stands or anything up and just really take in what Augusta is.  It's 
going to be a pretty special place and to have everything with the tournament as well as 
Augusta hit you in one week, I think that can be pretty daunting.  So I kind of want to go 
there a little earlier and just really take it all in and just look around and enjoy where I am, 
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and then once the tournament rolls around I think I'll be able to kind of put that aside a little 
bit more and just focus on trying to play well and get the best results I can. 
 
Q.  When did a kid from Bendigo think he could be a PGA TOUR winner?  
 
LUCAS HERBERT:  Well, like I said earlier, I never lacked self confidence, so when I was 
10 years old probably, but we all have wild dreams at 10 years old.  It fluctuated the whole 
time along the journey.  There was stages where I felt like maybe I wasn't good enough to 
play this game and I should go and get a job, and then there were other times where I felt 
there was no way I could not get to the PGA TOUR.  You know, it was funny, I was always 
that confident kid that thought I was going to get there.  Yeah, here I am. 
 
Q.  Just give me a call if you need any advice about Augusta, I think I shot 98. 
 
LUCAS HERBERT:  Yeah.  Well, are you free for a caddying gig? 
 
Q.  I think your caddie's doing pretty well.  He's got a great beard. 
 
My question was, could you talk us through your first memories of Augusta?  Do you 
remember the very first one that you were conscious of as a kid growing up in 
Bendigo and your memories of just watching it on telly when you were a kid? 
 
LUCAS HERBERT:  I always liked sleeping in, so I didn't really get up and watch a lot of 
Masters.  I mean, I can vaguely remember back over the years watching, whether it be the 
Tiger chip-in in 2005 or like Mike Weir winning in '03 I want to say is one of my earlier 
memories. 
 
I think the first time I probably watched a decent amount was I think it was 2009 or -- yeah, 
must have been 2009.  I remember Chad Campbell shot 63 in the first round and Dad like 
dragged me out of bed to make me watch that one because it looked like he was going to 
shoot 62 and at that time obviously that was the major scoring record.   
 
I think that was the first time I remember watching, but I'm also a bit of a golf nerd.  I've gone 
back and watched them all.  I could probably get away without playing a lot of practise 
rounds there given just how much tape I've watched from replays over the years.  I know 
where most of the putts are going to break and where you can't miss it. 
 
Yeah, I hate to admit I'm a bit of a golf nerd, so that's kind of ruined my first memories of it.  
 
Q.  Tell me, one of the things you said in the aftermath was that you and your team 
had sort of discussed maybe changing how sort of much fun you had, et cetera.  Have 
you gone back now and decided that's not the right move? 
 
LUCAS HERBERT:  I don't think there's been a decision made, but there's definitely been a 
distinct increase in banter in the last two days from what there was last week.  Yeah, we're 
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all so close and it probably had just gotten to a point where we were just all frustrated each 
other a little bit too much. 
 
Like the straw that broke the camel's back, Dom was sleeping on a fold-out coach in the 
hotel room with the other two and we managed to get two ironing boards underneath his 
mattress without him actually figuring out what was going on.  So he complained for about 
three days straight that he couldn't sleep and it was really uncomfortable on his fold-out 
couch, and then we pulled the mattress up and he wasn't very happy about it.   
 
And it had gotten to that point and we all sort of went, right, we all probably need to sort of 
rein it in a little bit here.  It's all good to have a bit of a laugh of things not to do with work, but 
once it sort of got into work, it got a little bit unproductive to give each other stick about stuff 
that were going on with to do with our job.   
 
One of those things, we're a very close team, we have a lot of fun together, we travel with 
each other a lot.  We can either have a setup where we don't have any sort of fun and no 
one gets upset, or we have a setup where occasionally one of us goes too far and crosses 
the line and we have to have a conversation about it, and I think all of us agree that it's 
definitely better to have too much than not enough. 
 
Q.  Is this the main factor that makes you, quote unquote, different?  Everyone says 
you're a little bit different, a little bit off the traditional paths or whatever.  What would 
you say makes you different in a good way? 
 
LUCAS HERBERT:  I don't -- I haven't been a part of other teams like this that do exist, so I 
don't really know. 
 
I'm pretty fortunate in like the egos are pretty much left at the door with our team.  Everyone 
communicates really well.  It's not as if you've got a physio and a coach that won't talk to 
each other.  I've heard some horror stories about other teams where like you've got two 
people working for the same athlete that refuse to talk to each other and that's just super 
unproductive.   
 
I'm very fortunate all my team, obviously we're good friends and we all talk to each other 
quite a lot about what's going on with me and we all keep each other updated on each other 
so that we can be really productive with that sort of stuff.   
 
Yeah, to be honest, I've always thought I was a bit of a different individual and thought about 
the world and golf quite differently, and I'm quite fine with that.  I think that's what makes me 
quite good at golf.   
 
Yeah, to be honest, I don't really know the distinct answer for what it is as to why I'm so 
different, but yeah, they're probably all contributing factors. 
 
Q.  You can tell Evin wants to get his question in, he's decided to jump on early.   
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Quickly, it's true you had no idea that that win was going to get you into Augusta, 
right? 
 
LUCAS HERBERT:  Mum called me Saturday night and Mum goes, "You better win 
because you'll get into Augusta if you win."   
 
To be honest, like I've had the Augusta thing, like 2018 when I was playing really nicely in 
Europe, there was a chance to get a top-50 in the world, and I've kind of had for probably 
four years now a chance to get into the top-50 in the world at Christmas and get to Augusta.   
 
This year was the first year I just went, you know what, I'm going to play it someday, who 
cares if it's this year or next year or five years' time, just don't worry about it, that will kind of 
happen itself.   
 
And that was sort of what happened.  I thought if I played really nicely on Sunday, I was 
going to pick up world ranking points and probably get either into the top-50 or close to the 
top-50 anyway.  I just really wasn't too concerned about it.  It's like I wasn't -- after the finish, 
I was like, that's actually really cool I've got that and I need to appreciate that more than I 
probably have because I've just tried to push it so much to the back of my mind.  Yeah, I 
probably knew that it was a Masters invite if I won, but I also kind of thought that I was going 
to get one anyway if I didn't win.  
 
Q.  Just wondering, mate, are you going to be basing yourself in Orlando, and can 
you just talk to how you think that might be helpful for your game now that you've got 
a card on Tour? 
 
LUCAS HERBERT:  Yeah, I think so.  My girlfriend lives in Austin and is trying to convince 
me on that, but I don't think that's going to happen.  I'm pretty happy in Orlando.   
 
We've got the Golf Australia house there with Luke Mackey, Curtis Luck, Ryan Ruffels, 
Sarah Jane Smith and -- name's just slipped my mind -- Sarah Kemp also.  They all live in 
Orlando, so I feel like we've got a really nice Aussie community there, build up a nice 
friendship kind of group, which is really important when you move somewhere.   
 
Isleworth's an amazing place to practise where I've joined.  It's pretty convenient to travel out 
of as well; you can generally fly most places that you need to out of there.  I'm really happy 
there.  I think I can get really, really good at golf practising there.  It's just an amazing setup 
at most U.S. country clubs, but definitely Isleworth, it's set up for tour pros.  We can do what 
we need to do work-wise and get really, really good.  Yeah, I think, I mean, it makes sense 
for me to base there.  I think it's probably too hard to come back to Australia all the time.  
Yeah, that will probably be me. 
 
MODERATOR:  We want to thank Lucas for your time.  Lucas, thanks again and good luck 
in Mayakoba this week. 


