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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
NOVEMBER 4, 2021      
 
ERNIE ELS 
 
 
Q.  Here with Ernie Els at the TimberTech Championship. Can you just start with your 
thoughts on being here this week? 
 
ERNIE ELS:  It's nice to have a home game, you know. Just drove down from Juno Beach, 
and thankfully no flat tires this year, touch wood. I had a flat tire last year, it almost cost me 
the tournament because if you don't play pro-ams, you can't play. Glad to be here. I played 
yesterday and I'm playing this afternoon and hopefully the weather stays okay. 
 
Q.  And you have top-5 finishes in two of your last three starts out here. Can you just 
talk about the state of your game right now? 
 
ERNIE ELS:  Yeah, it's been kind of a work in progress. I've been trying a lot of different 
things this year, different shafts in the driver, different putters, but I've got an outside shot. 
I've got to play really, really well this week and next week in Phoenix, and that might not 
even be good enough the way Bernhard's playing, but I want to give it a shot and really try 
and go low this week if we can and next week, see what happens. It's been a great couple of 
seasons. It's been one season, but it feels like it's been two seasons. It's been really fun out 
here. 
 
Q.  How has this tour revived your golf game? 
 
ERNIE ELS:  Well, I think the environment, it's a nice environment we play in. We play three 
rounds, so if you're working on something, there's no really ridiculous stress on you to work 
through certain things in your game. So you can use certain events to work on your game, 
where on the regular tour you've got to be on every week you play. 
 
The environment's great. The golf courses are scorable when you're on your game, you can 
get to par 5s in two and the par 5s aren't killing you too much. There are certain difficult 
holes, but for the most part, if you're on your game, you can score. It's set up for scoring, 
which is really great.  
 
And it's great to play in different areas I've never been to. It's interesting again. On the 
regular tour, a lot of places you go to every single year and you don't really see different 
sides of the country, so this year it's been really wonderful to go to different places. 
 
Q.  Did it get boring, is that the word, the last five years on the PGA TOUR? 
 
ERNIE ELS:  I don't want to call it boring, it just gets -- 
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Q.  Stale? 
 
ERNIE ELS:  No. Age is a different thing, you get priorities that change, you know, whether 
it's family or other business or something. And also playing in those same events, yeah. And 
then also you're not playing the way you used to play, that can get on your nerves a little bit. 
Then you're seeing guys really coming through, the game changing.  I don't want to say you 
feel like you've been left behind, but it's tough to really play at that top level for a very long 
period of time. 
 
Q.  You talk about going to different places. When you're at home, when you're right 
here just down the road, I'm sure it's a mixture of both, like there's the comfort of 
being able to be here, but there's distractions too that people just deal with when 
they're in their own house and stuff like that. How do you balance that out? Is it a little 
bit more stressful for you, like getting tickets for people, or is it more enjoyable all 
around? 
 
ERNIE ELS:  No, it's nice to have a home game. There's certain distractions, but it's nice 
distractions. 
 
My friends that I play with at the club, at the clubs that I play with up there in Juno, those 
guys are excited for me to play here this week. They know where I'm at on the Charles 
Schwab Cup race, so they know it's quite important for me to make a move. They're 
encouraging me, so I've got a lot of guys coming down this week. A lot of the guys are local 
and they're going to have a lot of their friends coming down, so you're going to see is a lot of 
friends of friends coming here this week. 
 
And then obviously at home my wife's having a little, let's call it a tea party today for some of 
the girls at the house just to show them the area a little bit. So they're going to have some 
fun. I'm sure when I get home tonight, might have to kick some of them out of the house, 
who knows. 
 
It's a good local environment and those distractions are nice distractions to have. I'm going 
to take some of the guys to 1000 North, one of the local places, and show them around. 
 
Q.  Is there a certain score you eye when you enter a tournament? Is there a number 
you need to hit? 
 
ERNIE ELS:  It depends on weather. You know, weather plays a huge part in our events. 
Big winds and if conditions get tough, obviously the number changes. You know, this week I 
see the course being soft and I see more weather coming in. It might be windy over the 
weekend so scoring will become a bit tougher, but for the most part guys can make birdies 
around here. Most of the par 5s are reachable, maybe No. 7 not so much, but the guys are 
ready to go.  
 
It's a playoff event, so I would imagine something around 18 under par this week even in a 



 

                                                                             Tee-Scripts.com 
 

3 

lot of wind. Yeah, we take that in consideration. You look at the history of an event and you 
go accordingly for scoring, especially rookies like myself. 
 
Q.  How much does the weather impact your week in terms of you keep an eye on the 
radar to know what's happening or impact how you might play holes knowing you 
may not be able to reach it or whatever? 
 
ERNIE ELS:  Yeah, definitely, I have already. I see the wind direction is going to be different 
every day. Today is pretty humid, there's a bit of a front coming through so it's going to be 
out of the south, southwest. Tomorrow still out of the south a little bit, but then when the front 
comes through, as we know as locals here, the winds change and it will probably come out 
of the north. We haven't played north wind all week, so that's going to be very, very different. 
A lot of the holes play very differently. Holes that you can go for in two or short par 4s like 
No. 7 you can go for are probably going to be very different with a change in breeze. But 
we'll adapt like every player and go accordingly. 
 
Q.  Your competitive nature's well documented. Any surprise when you see a guy like 
Bernhard Langer and Jim Furyk, they're the guys who you're kind of battling with here 
at the end. I'm sure you're not shocked at all by that, right? 
 
ERNIE ELS:  No, the guys that were good on the regular tour or even before, those guys are 
still good today. Our whole careers we kind of compete against each other. Jim is one of 
them, a lot of the other guys. Retief is out there, we've been playing since we've been juniors 
and we're still out here.  
 
Then you've got a guy like Bernhard Langer, he's just incredible. He's 64 leading the Charles 
Schwab again and his consistency is just unreal really. To have played with him the last 
season or two out here and to learn from him has been a privilege to watch. I'd love to finish 
ahead of him, but he's just such a great competitor, he knows his game so well and he 
applies it to every single week. He's still very dedicated. 
 
Q.  Does he inspire you to play beyond 64 yourself? 
 
ERNIE ELS:  I don't know about that. He's on his own on that one. I don't know if I'll be 
around at 64. We'll see. 
 
Q.  Ernie, how do you balance prolonging your golf career with your foundation and 
the center? You have so many great causes going on and you still try to be 
competitive on the golf tour. How do you balance all that? 
 
ERNIE ELS:  No, I mean, we've been doing it for a long time, so we've got good people in 
place by now. The design business, other stuff, we've got nice people around. We go 
accordingly.  
 
I'm trying to have more time to play. It's been quite busy the last 18 months, especially with 
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COVID. There's a lot of things going on. Golf has become very popular, so we've got a lot of 
jobs coming in, so it's really great on the one part, but then it takes away a lot of my time 
from the golf course. I'm trying to manage it a little bit. 
 
Q.  And has prolonging your career helped with that? The more you're out there and 
you're able to be visible I'm sure kind of helps anybody's foundation and cause. So 
has being able to prolong your career helped that? 
 
ERNIE ELS:  Absolutely. I mean, the platform that we've used has been golf, my stature in 
the game, whatever you want to call that, so it's really helped us not only in business but 
definitely in charity work. This Champions Tour has really sustained that for me, so it's been 
for me to keep playing good, stay out there, people love to identify you still as a golfer. And 
we just had a grand finale last week end at the Pelican Club up in Jupiter and we finally got 
people to come in from all of the country doing fundraisers and all they can talk about is me 
at the Champions Tour. They've watched me play. So it's been a really nice platform once 
again to still be a golfer. 
  


