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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
NOVEMBER 3, 2021      
 
BERNHARD LANGER 
 
 
Q.  Here with Bernhard back in Boca. Can you just talk about being back here at this 
tournament? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  It's always great to be back at home. Eight or 10 minutes from my 
house and sleeping in my own bed, get some home cooking and see my family, wife and 
grandkids, it's pretty awesome, doesn't get much better than that.  
 
This is a great tournament. TimberTech is our title sponsor, has done a great job together 
with the promoter to elevate this tournament to the next level. Everybody's excited being 
here. 
 
Q.  In all the years that you've been coming back here, are there any specific 
memories that stand out from those? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Oh, yeah, the two wins I had were pretty special, especially the one 
where I holed a plugged lie out of the bunker on 18 in the playoff against John Cook. That 
was maybe one of my best shots ever under pressure. 
 
Q.  I know you obviously love playing here, the success, you've shown it. You live 
close by. You could take Monday off if you wanted to, but from what I hear you're out 
here, you're already preparing. Why not take that day off? You're just that type of guy, 
I guess? You're wired that way, right? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  A little bit. Usually I would take Monday off, but I played an off-site 
pro-am on Tuesday, which is my practice day normally. So Monday was my only chance to 
get a practice round in on the actual tournament course, so I was out here Monday doing 
that. Just preparing the way I'd like to prepare so I'm ready when the bell goes off. 
 
Q.  When we watch you, you obviously seem right at home while you're playing on 
this course. We've seen such amazing things from you here. Is that how you feel 
when you show up, too? Or does it take some time to refamiliarize yourself? Is it just 
a natural fit like a glove type thing? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Not quite. The course changes every day literally. If the wind 
comes out of the north, it plays totally different than east or south, so you've got to be 
familiar with all those conditions. You need to hit good shots no matter what, how the course 
presents itself, whether it's wet or dry, whether the ball runs or stops. So over the years you 
learn to deal with all these different conditions and try to be prepared for it and hopefully 
bring your A-game and not your C-game. 
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Q.  You mentioned home cooking. Is there a certain homey vibe for you when you're 
playing on this course? I'm sure you look, you see familiar faces watching you and 
following you around. 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Well, that's another thing I haven't mentioned, all the support I get 
from not just family but also friends that I have grown to make over the many years I've lived 
here in Boca Raton, whether they're from church, whether they're from other groups, people 
I hang out with. They're all excited about having the tournament here and they come out and 
cheer me on, which is fantastic. 
 
Q.  How does it feel to become, I even hate to ask this because this sounds rude to 
say, but oldest player ever to win on this tour? You don't look it, but it must feel pretty 
good? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Thanks. It does feel good. Whenever you do something nobody 
ever has done before, it means it's special, it's different. I realize I'm very blessed and 
fortunate to be still playing at this level at my age, so I've tried to soak in every day and 
every year I can be out here enjoying the camaraderie we have amongst my colleagues and 
the caddies and the officials. It's really a special group of people and it's a great working 
environment. 
 
Q.  Do you see that number, Hale's record? What is it, 60? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Forty-five. 
 
Q.  Sorry, way too far saying 60. Do you have that number in your head? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  I've been reminded of that the last three or four years, so I can't 
forget it if I wanted to. It just shows how special a player Hale Irwin was, winning 45 times 
out here and no one's even come close to that. And I'm the only one maybe challenging it, 
but it's not going to be easy. As I've said for a while now, it's unlikely, but who knows. So 
hopefully I'll still be here a few more years and we'll see if I can sneak a little closer to it. 
 
Q.  And then a question from Golf Digest Japan, what's your advice for amateur 
players who are around your age for continuing to play as they get older? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Take care of their body, that's the main thing. Things start to ache 
and hurt and we have pain, we don't have the flexibility and the strength we had in our 20s 
and 30s. So if you can slow down the process a little bit by doing some stretches, working 
out a bit, maybe watching your diet, then you're probably going to have a little more fun 
playing golf because your body can do the things you want it to do and it's not hurting doing 
it. 
 
Q.  So I have to ask, you said home cooking. What is literally home cooking for you? 
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What's your ultimate sort of breakfast or lunch before you take to the course? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Anything my wife makes at home for dinner. I have breakfast here, 
they provide breakfast at the course and I usually do that just an hour or two before I tee off. 
My favorite is some fresh fruit, berries, and then some kind of eggs, scrambled eggs to 
sustain me, a little protein. Then I eat more protein during the round. And then look forward 
to a dinner, whatever that may be. I love fish, but I also eat chicken, not a whole lot of red 
meat. 
  


