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East Lake Cup Men – Match Play  
October 27, 2021 
 
MATT THURMOND 
Arizona State Head Coach 
 
 
Q.  Ryggs?  
 
MATT THURMOND:  Ryggs had a great match today. He did that for us last year at the 
NCAA Championship, won two matches big. He's just a nasty competitor and he showed it 
today. He fought hard yesterday, lost at the very end, and the guy that he played against 
played really well, but good to see him come back and win convincingly. 
 
Q.  This is not a course to get well on and find your game, but he was 7 under. 
 
MATT THURMOND:  Was he really? 
 
Q.  Yeah. 
 
MATT THURMOND:  Wow. That's Ryggs. He hasn't played his best this fall, but over the 
last I'd say three weeks, each day it's gotten a little bit better. Really felt like he was finding 
his game. Unfortunately, it's the last day of the fall season, but I'm really happy that he gets 
to end on a good note for him. 
 
Q.  Yeah, I was telling him, he should cryogenically freeze his round and take it into 
January. 
 
MATT THURMOND:  Well, he's good enough, he'll come back and he'll be able to do it 
again. 
 
Q.  Overall, collectively for your team today? 
 
MATT THURMOND:  Well, we're just honored to be able to be here. Just getting here's a big 
deal, you've got to finish in the top 4 at NCAAs to be part of this amazing tournament and we 
feel very blessed for that. We've had a great time. We feel like each day has ended in 
disappointment and pain, but, you know, that's sports and that's golf. We have our share of 
triumph and happy days, too. You know, we'll be flying home a little disappointed in how the 
results came out. 
 
Q.  But you have the medalist on your side, Preston.  
 
MATT THURMOND:  Yeah, that's so exciting. Yeah, I'm just happy for him. That's one that 
you can never take away. He's got a collegiate victory, and at such a prestigious event, 
pretty cool honor. So yeah, we did win something this week. 
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Q.  And overall, what about this place and how they ran things? 
 
MATT THURMOND:  Well, I just think it's one of the beautiful things in golf how clubs and 
groups give back. That's just part of what they do. You see what East Lake does for the 
game. This is so great for college golf, so great for all these kids and all the kids watching at 
home dreaming of being at a place like this. So to host an event like this right after they host 
the TOUR Championship and all that, it's just a tribute to East Lake as a club and the people 
that are involved here. We're just honored to be a part of it 
  


