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East Lake Cup Men – Match Play  
October 27, 2021 
 
RYGGS JOHNSTON  (Won 4&3 over Mouw) 
 
 
Q.  When you got here, you were 7 under? 
 
RYGGS JOHNSTON:  I was 6 under and then I birdied this hole, that put me at 7 under. 
 
Q.  Wow. So what a turnaround. 
 
RYGGS JOHNSTON:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  I heard you had not been playing well. 
 
RYGGS JOHNSTON:  No, I've been kind of struggling this fall, but I just kind of got in a 
mindset today that I was going to expect good things to happen and just every shot I told 
myself I'm expecting it to go where I wanted and I hit it a lot better today. I putted really well, 
too. 
 
Q.  And this is not a course where somebody goes to get well. 
 
RYGGS JOHNSTON:  Yeah. It played a little easier today with less wind, but still a tough 
course. You've got to hit fairways and greens or else OB comes in quick. 
 
Q.  And how did you do with that? You hit it straight? 
 
RYGGS JOHNSTON:  Yeah, I hit quite a few fairways, and the shots that I didn't hit great, I 
missed in the right spots, so I didn't have any bogeys today. That bodes well for playing 
match play to not make any very big mistakes. 
 
Q.  Are you guys going to Hawaii or are you done? 
 
RYGGS JOHNSTON:  We're done for the fall. We'll go to Hawaii like next February. 
 
Q.  Okay. So can you carry this over to the spring maybe? 
 
RYGGS JOHNSTON:  Yeah, it certainly is a good feeling going into the offseason having 
played like this after struggling, so it gives me a little more enthusiasm and momentum, I 
guess, to go try to just get better in the offseason, come back strong in the spring. 
 
Q.  Was it a head game with you or was there some area physically you had to fix? 
 
RYGGS JOHNSTON:  I would say it's probably a little bit of both, but I hadn't been my best 
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mentally. I had a lot of negative thoughts had gotten into my head this fall. Just try to get 
those out of there and focus on the positives helps. 
 
Q.  And when guys of your caliber are going bad, they go, that's it, I'm done, I'm 
walking, right? 
 
RYGGS JOHNSTON:  Yeah, sometimes. I mean, when you're playing with a team in college 
golf, you really try to find something to just fight for your teammates no matter how you're 
feeling, so that helps, helps push me. 
 
Q.  One more thing. What was it this morning that -- did you wake up confident or did 
you walk out here and feel it? 
 
RYGGS JOHNSTON:  I don't know. This morning, it's the last round of the fall season and I 
hadn't been hitting it good and I just kind of told myself I'm tired of playing bad, I'm going to 
go out and I'm going to be 100 percent confident in every shot I hit and whatever happens, 
happens. Just expect good things pretty much is what I kept telling myself. 
  


