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East Lake Cup Men – Match Play  
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JAXON DOWELL 
 
Q.  That guy is a big-time player you just beat. You've got to feel good. 
 
JAXON DOWELL:  Yeah, it obviously feels good, especially playing Oklahoma State, you 
know. Just seems to mean a little more than any other opponent. It feels good. 
 
Q.  Well, you're a big-time player. I mean -- 
 
JAXON DOWELL:  On the cusp. I'm still pretty young, so I've still got to learn a lot. I'm 
excited heading into the offseason to try to take my game to the next level. 
 
Q.  What did you do well out here today? 
 
JAXON DOWELL:  The front nine I made a couple birds, and my bread and butter is putting 
the ball in the fairway and making all the putts. Today driver was kind of iffy, so I didn't drive 
the ball as well as I thought I needed to. But coming down the stretch I put some pressure 
on the golf course, made a tap-in birdie on 16 and 17 to get the match tied, and then 
obviously hit a nice shot here into 15 to seal the deal. 
 
Q.  When you hit first and hit that ball like that, it's got to put pressure on somebody? 
 
JAXON DOWELL:  Yeah, that's why a hole like 15 in match play, it's so important if you're 
going first. You just have to put the ball on the surface anywhere because obviously if you're 
going first and you put it in the water, then that opens up to your opponent. Match play's a 
big momentum shift and just got to make sure you put pressure on the course. 
 
Q.  And what did you think of this place overall? 
 
JAXON DOWELL:  It's awesome. I mean, I've watched the TOUR Championship here for 
many years and so to finally come out here and see the course and see different spots, 
where Rory holed out on 16 here or Tiger walking up 18, just seeing those holes and being 
able to come here and play well is pretty cool. 
 
Q.  And what did you learn the first two days that helped you today? 
 
JAXON DOWELL:  I mean, for the most part that the course is pretty straightforward. I 
mean, holes are pretty straight, maybe some slight doglegs. But I would say the biggest 
thing is probably just where to put the ball on the greens because the greens have a lot of 
slope and if you get on the wrong side of the slope, you're just trying to not make a 5. I 
would say on the greens is where I learned the most throughout the practice rounds and the 
first two rounds here.  


