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East Lake Cup Men – Match Play  
October 27, 2021 
 
MICHAEL BEARD 
Pepperdine Head Coach 
 
 
Q.  You rebounded well. 
 
MICHAEL BEARD:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  What did you have to say to your kids? 
 
MICHAEL BEARD:  Yeah, we just had -- last night we were pretty tired and I think they were 
pretty frustrated losing yesterday. It didn't really matter who we were going to play, they 
were ready to go today. We know the ASU team pretty well so they kind of knew who they 
were going to play, but I think they were kind of determined to leave here with at least a win. 
 
Q.  And Vrzich killed it.  
 
MICHAEL BEARD:  Killed it. I didn't get to see him hit many shots, but he said he made 
seven birdies and he putted great. Yesterday he putted terrible and he putted great today. In 
general, looking back, our guys putted much better today. 
 
Q.  And collectively, what else did you do right? 
 
MICHAEL BEARD:  Yeah, I mean, putting, for sure. We got off to a decent start. Yesterday 
we were down, it seemed like I saw red on this leaderboard for like four matches were in the 
red early. Today, you know, we were either tied or we had two or three up early. I think 
match play is a funny thing, if you get too far down, if you get two, three down, it's just hard 
to come back. This is such a good course and you're playing with such good players, all 
these players are so good, it's not like there's a big -- 
 
Q.  Yeah. 
 
MICHAEL BEARD:  So the line's pretty -- it's a fine line. I'd say putting, for sure. We just 
made a lot more birdies today, yeah. 
 
Q.  And Joey getting himself together on this course? 
 
MICHAEL BEARD:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  This is not a place to get well. 
 
MICHAEL BEARD:  No, no. He's got unbelievably like strong talent. Like the guy has so 
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much talent. And I think just the day before he just kind of got in his head with his putting. 
But don't sleep on Joey Vrzich, you're going to see his name out there. He's really, really 
good and no one really talks about him. He's really good. 
 
Q.  Overall, the tournament, how it was run, your experience?  
 
MICHAEL BEARD:  Oh, are you kidding me? This is a goal that we'll have every year to try 
to go to the East Lake Cup. It's just special. It feels important, it feels elite, it feels very much 
what college golf is about. It just feels like a team vibe and just feels special. I know every 
one of our guys, this is their favorite event, and to be able to come here twice, last year and 
this year, we feel very fortunate. 
  


