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East Lake Cup Women – Match Play  
October 26, 2021 
 
ISABELLA FIERRO  
 
 
Q.  So you guys lose the first match. Rina's in a fight and you've got to do something. 
You're in a playoff. You know, how was this mentally out there? 
 
ISABELLA FIERRO:  Yeah, well, I can control what I can control and that was my match. I 
put a lot of trust in my teammates. We're here for a reason and they're unbelievable players. 
Every single one of us has a gift. And yeah, I mean, Coach always tells us to fight no matter 
what, no matter if we're 5 down with five to play, like it's match play and it's just one shot. So 
the key here's not to put your head down, just keep a smile on your face and looking 
forward. I think even though Caylee lost, she's an unbelievable player and I think everyone 
knows that. Rina, like you said, she's such an amazing and sweet girl and she's doing things 
great. 
 
Q.  Where do you think you won this? I know she hit it in the water, but where do you 
think you got a grip on this? 
 
ISABELLA FIERRO:  Yeah, I feel that today my putting wasn't that good, short putts, but I 
knew that -- I mean, in golf you're going to make mistakes. The one who wins is not the one 
who plays perfect, it's the one who makes the least mistakes. I knew that putts were going to 
drop, I knew that I was going to hit well at some point. Just be patient. We both were playing 
good. Whenever I was making a mess, she was making it good and vice versa, so it was a 
good match overall. She's a freshman and she's very mature, like she's very stable, so I 
think she's going to do great things in golf. And she's such an amazing person, we had so 
much fun. 
 
But I do definitely think that with this 15 extra hole that we play, of course like put it into like, 
what, eight feet of course because it's some kind of pressure on the other opponent. 
Especially this hole is really intimidating with the crosswind and it's not a short hole, but the 
wind kind of like tricks you, so it was a tough hole to make the playoff. We thought we were 
going to go to 1 and then we were like, where are we going? But it was fun. 
 
Q.  But you hitting first and sticking that thing, what, 10 feet? 
 
ISABELLA FIERRO:  I think it was less than that, yeah. The first round that we played I hit 
the exact same shot, but it kind of rolled like seven, eight yards, so I was kind of like, okay, 
just choke a little bit more with the club and just do the exact same swing. My shot was 
doing a little bit fade and then with the wind was going to pull it really close. But I was not 
trying to hit for the pin just because like it's a risky position. So I was like, well, if my fade 
comes in, it's going to get very close. I hit the same shot, exact shot that I wanted to hit it, so 
I was very happy. 
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Q.  Did you envision -- did you envision yourself hitting that shot? Some people will 
go, okay, I'm going to envision right where I'm putting this. 
 
ISABELLA FIERRO:  Yeah, of course. I mean, every single time I'm hitting it, I'm aiming to 
make it in the hole. I'm not aiming to kind of just go. Of course you have to play smart, but 
when I have the opportunity to attack the pin, I'm trying to just get it in the hole. That's my 
goal every single time. This course is amazing and you have to play very, very smart and 
have respect that the greens are fast. That's one of the reasons why they host the PGA 
TOUR here, an event. It's a challenging course. 
 
Q.  What did you learn yesterday that helped you today? 
 
ISABELLA FIERRO:  Honestly, not to give up. I did learn that. I usually, I have a smile on 
my face. And yesterday was a rough day, but I knew my teammates were doing awesome. 
Rina, Maddie, Hailey, they all played really good. I'm really proud of them.  
 
But in golf you need to kind of separate yourself from like external things like school or family 
or stuff. So I think that affected me a little bit yesterday, the fact that I was kind of -- because 
I make some bogeys in a row, I was kind of like putting myself down. And my coach always, 
he always tells me the exact same words that I need to hear. He tells me the truth, he said, 
hey, you're not doing things -- like c'mon, let's get it. He's not going to like pet me and be 
like, it's okay, you're fine.  
 
I think definitely from one day I learned so much, not to give up. Of course like I started the 
first four holes winning, I was 4 up through four and then eventually I was 1 down, so this is 
how fast match play can go. So you'd better get your attitude, like get going because also 
your teammates see you and they see you with your head down and your shoulders down, 
what are they going to think. So you have to cheer them up no matter what's going on. 
 
Q.  So about 10 you kind of had a talk with yourself, hey, you know, snap out of it, 
right? 
 
ISABELLA FIERRO:  Yeah, yeah. I know my game so well. In college my coaches have 
helped me to know myself and know my game, so I know how (conclusion of audio.) 
  


