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East Lake Cup Men - Stroke  
October 25, 2021 
 
ALAN BRATTON 
Oklahoma State Head Coach 
 
 
Q.  Great morning for you guys. 
 
ALAN BRATTON:  Yes, sir. Thanks. 
 
Q.  Yeah. What did you collectively do well? 
 
ALAN BRATTON:  I think our guys showed a lot of toughness. We had guys fall behind in 
their matches. I think our first three matches our guys were behind early and they just kept 
plugging along. Eugenio Chacarra did a wonderful job of leading us out there. He lost the 
first hole and then after that, his opponent didn't have another putt to win a hole the rest of 
the match.   
 
And to Preston's credit, the match went to No. 15 and they were tied through 10 holes even 
though Eugenio was controlling the momentum the whole time, kind of controlling every 
hole, which is exactly what you want. He put a lot of pressure on his opponent hitting 
fairways and greens and just doing the thins that you want to do. 
 
And then our other guys did a great job of fighting back. I think every guy was down at some 
point and all five of them at least got their match back to even, and then most of them 
obviously got ahead. 
 
So that's exactly what you ask for from your team, to be tough and to keep trusting their 
skills. I think the course suits us well. And really pleased with Brian Stark for how he came 
back in his match because he was 2 down through 12 and that was an important point for us 
to get. He was 2 down through 12 and then to win on 17, that's a big deal. 
 
But credit to all our guys because they all did those things. Then Ray was getting ready to 
have a chance to go 1 up on 16 as well when they stopped us because we had closed them 
out, so that was good stuff. And we get to start all over again tomorrow. We'll need to be 
ready to go. 
 
Q.  So I wonder if putting orange on the board right away kind of went, you know -- 
 
ALAN BRATTON:  I think it helps, for sure. I think that's important if you can close a match 
out and have one of your teammates there supporting, that's a big deal. But, you know, it 
doesn't really matter where the points come from, you need three points to win and we got 
that. But our guys played well across the board, scored well and we were able to win and 
we'll have to do it again tomorrow. 
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Q.  You need a veteran team on a place like this, right? 
 
ALAN BRATTON:  I think so, yeah. It takes patience to play this golf course. You have to 
position your ball. And the golf course was I thought significantly harder today with the wind 
that you have.  Yesterday there was hardly any wind, today it was a good test. Some of the 
short holes played -- shorter holes played back into the wind, so it was a good test of golf, 
which East Lake always is. Pleased with our performance. Our guys played well. 
 
Q.  One more thing. Why are you built for this course? You mentioned that this suits 
you. 
 
ALAN BRATTON:  Well, you have to -- we've got a group of guys that drive the ball well and 
are good iron players, and then like you said, we've got a veteran group. So this course 
demands that. You have to drive it well off the tee. You can look around and see the rough is 
a challenge, but from these fairways -- you've got Zoysia fairways. With a really good lie, you 
can control your ball. There's a significant difference between fairway and rough and we've 
got a bunch of good ball-hitters, so I think it suits us. 
  


