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East Lake Cup Men - Stroke  
October 25, 2021 
 
MATT THURMOND 
Arizona State Head Coach 
 
 
Q.  Talk about his play. Tough course. 
 
MATT THURMOND:  Yeah. You know, it's funny because, first of all, it's a pretty easy hole. 
It's one of the birdie holes out here and he bogeyed it. Then on No. 2 he hits it just short of 
the green, makes a bad chip, makes another bogey. So he was 2 over through two, so for 
him to come back and shoot 4 under on a course like that, 6 under the last 16 holes, 
amazing for him. We all know he's a great player. Exciting for him to get a win today. 
 
Q.  So do you think a little nerves first two holes? Well, he's played in the Open. Never 
mind. 
 
MATT THURMOND:  I think there's always nerves. These guys always have nerves. 
Sometimes they make you better, sometimes they don't. I don't know, I didn't really see what 
he did on that hole.  
 
Actually, I do know. He got plugged in a bad spot in the bunker and then ended up 
three-putting after chopping it on the green. A little bit of bad luck, but a lot of toughness for 
a freshman to come back after bogeying the first hole. I mean, he bogeyed two holes out 
here, like am I ever going to get this back because it's so hard. He made six birdies. 
 
Q.  What was your collective game plan for this course? 
 
MATT THURMOND:  I mean, our biggest thing is we know we're going to hit a lot of balls in 
the rough, and the rough's really tough right now. So our key is actually the shot after you hit 
it in the rough, to put yourself back in play and avoid going rough to rough, what we say. 
We're a really good wedge team, we putt and chip well, so when you hit it in trouble, you get 
yourself back in play, it's going to serve you well. Just kind of make your birdies when you 
can. 
 
Q.  And great experience playing on a pro course.  I mean, good golly. 
 
MATT THURMOND:  Well, all these guys, various times out there today really they would 
say, oh, I saw him hit this shot here or I saw him hit this shot here. So they watch the 
tournament, they've watched it over the years, they know the holes, they remember the key 
shots. It's fun for them, too. These are the same guys that will be playing in that tournament 
in several years or a few years, so it's fun for them to get a taste of it. 
 
Q.  What did you think of your team overall? 
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MATT THURMOND:  I thought we played good. We did not have our best stuff today. It was 
pretty sloppy and pretty ugly, but we competed hard as always. And obviously Preston 
played amazing. So you would love to win, but the big tournament is the next two days. 
 
Q.  And the competition is ungodly. 
 
MATT THURMOND:  These are the four best teams in the country. Yeah, it was cool 
watching the leaderboard all day. It was really tight the whole time. Even with a few holes 
left, we were all within a few shots. 
  


