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East Lake Cup Men - Stroke  
October 25, 2021 
 
PRESTON SUMMERHAYS 
 
 
Q.  Congratulations. 
 
PRESTON SUMMERHAYS:  Thank you. 
 
Q.  This place is a bear. 
 
PRESTON SUMMERHAYS:  Yeah, it is. 
 
Q.  So you have a bad two holes to start with and you never know on this course 
when you're going to make that up. 
 
PRESTON SUMMERHAYS:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  That was -- you put -- you know --  
 
PRESTON SUMMERHAYS:  It's a really hard golf course. Starting bogey-bogey, especially 
for where I was on the first hole, I had a 6-iron into a par-5, going bogey-bogey to start, you 
don't really want to get behind the eight-ball on this course and I did exactly that. I had 
confidence in my game to kind of dig myself out of the hole and I got hot on the back nine 
and was able to make a lot of birdies. 
 
Q.  Yeah, talk about that run.  
 
PRESTON SUMMERHAYS:  Yeah, so hole 11 is a really tough hole, firm green, straight 
downwind. Had 200 yards from the tee, I hit 8-iron. Lipped it out, had just a tap-in birdie. 
 
Next hole, 12, I hit a wedge, a 50-degree from 100 yards out, hit the pin and it spun back, 
like ricocheted off like 20 feet, made that. 
 
Next hole, did the same thing, had a 50-degree, hit it about 20 feet, made that. 
 
Par 5, I had a 5-iron in, hit a really good 5-iron to about 20 feet, two-putted for birdie. 
 
Then hole 16 I had -- I hit a little trap 8-iron from 155 to about 10 feet and made that. 
 
Q.  So, playing in the Open, playing on pro courses, this would not intimidate you? 
 
PRESTON SUMMERHAYS:  I think that's a really -- that's something that amateur golf, 
junior golf and college golf have done great in the last, I don't know, decade where they put 
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us on great sites, and I think that's why the young generation is so good is because we've 
seen all these tough courses. We've been able to play in this environment against great 
fields and I think it's been great for golf. 
 
Q.  When you're playing out here, does your mind's eye say, hey, I saw Tiger play this 
hole or I saw Phil play this hole? Do you have that kind of recollection? 
 
PRESTON SUMMERHAYS:  No, not really. Really all I can really focus on is the shot in 
front of me and that's usually what I try to do, trying to take out all distractions and just focus 
on what I need to do for that shot. 
 
Q.  You kept it out of the rough pretty good.  
 
PRESTON SUMMERHAYS:  Yeah, I missed two fairways. 
 
Q.  Wow. You don't want to get in the rough here. 
 
PRESTON SUMMERHAYS:  No, you don't. 
 
Q.  And let's see, there was -- what was your -- one more thing. What was your game 
plan overall? 
 
PRESTON SUMMERHAYS:  Really just play one shot at a time, just try to focus as much as 
I can on one shot, not get too ahead of myself, just try to hit a lot of fairways and greens, 
give myself chances for birdies. 
 
Q.  Oh, the first two holes, what happened to your focus do you think? 
 
PRESTON SUMMERHAYS:  It wasn't really focus. I mean, it's golf, it's a really hard game. 
 
Q.  Yeah. 
 
PRESTON SUMMERHAYS:  I just had a couple bad shots. I'm going to do that. I think it's 
really important to recover quickly after that and that's what I did. 
  


