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East Lake Cup Women - Stroke  
October 25, 2021 
 
KORY HENKES 
Ole Miss Head Coach 
 
 
Q.  So what did you think about your team overall today? 
 
KORY HENKES:  I thought they played some great golf. They fought really hard. And I know 
Julia didn't have her best day, but that's golf and her team really picked her up and they 
pulled through for her, so that was a good team effort. I thought they did a really good job 
today. 
 
Q.  This is a Tour-caliber course, it's not easy. 
 
KORY HENKES:  Yeah, absolutely. 
 
Q.  I mean, high rough and -- 
 
KORY HENKES:  Yeah, that rough will get you. Fairways are key out here, that's for sure. 
Definitely a penalty if you get in the rough. So the good ball-strikers, the straight ball-strikers 
I think are prevailing a little bit this week. 
 
Q.  And you guys have had a little bit of injuries? 
 
KORY HENKES:  We have. This is Ellen Hume's first tournament back. She had some 
biceps tendinitis she's been fighting, she had some back injuries, been struggling a little bit 
with the injuries, but we're pushing through. 
 
Q.  Yeah. And I saw on your website "We're here to stay" after that title last year. 
 
KORY HENKES:  Um-hmm. 
 
Q.  What kind of momentum can you build going into the winter over the next couple 
of days? 
 
KORY HENKES:  Yeah, I mean, it's just an honor and a blessing to be here. This is an 
incredible venue, incredible event, so we're just excited for the opportunity. I think you just 
have to focus on the little things and take care of making sure you're doing a good job with 
those things and the rest will fall into place. Just keep working hard. 
 
Q.  Yeah. Does it weigh on the kids, on your players, hey, we're defending national 
champions and we've got to show we're here to stay and what we're made of? 
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KORY HENKES:  I mean, I can't speak for each of them. I'm sure any human being, that 
would weigh on you a little bit. But I think that's why we play at this level is you want to 
challenge, you want to stay at the top once you get there. So yeah, I'm sure there's a little bit 
of that pressure there. I think they're learning to realize, okay, we are good and just to deal 
with the pressure and move forward with it. 
 
Q.  Two other things. Your finishes in some tournaments, I think ninth, fifth and then 
third last week? 
 
KORY HENKES:  Um-hmm. 
 
Q.  So you're finding some rhythm? 
 
KORY HENKES:  Yeah, our first event, we had a girl we had to pull out during our practice 
round and a girl had 30 minutes to pack, fly her up that night, never saw the course. It was a 
bit of a mess. 
 
Q.  Oh, Minnesota? 
 
KORY HENKES:  Yeah. That just is what it is and we just didn't put good rounds together. 
And Julia Johnson won that event, so that was a silver lining there, a blessing. Same kind of 
thing, we were still down a player, but beat some really good teams there. We've just seen it 
get incrementally better. And last week, third place with that field, I thought, you know, 
nothing to be ashamed of there. 
 
Q.  And then the history at this place, Bobby Jones and I was out there covering for 
The New York Times three years ago when Tiger came down and this place is kind of 
special, I think. 
 
KORY HENKES:  It's more than kind of special, it's one of a kind, for sure. Kind of had that 
moment earlier seeing Ole Miss on the board from winning, you know, last year to seeing 
our name on a board with Bobby Jones, that's pretty cool. You don't get to see that very 
often. Once again, it's just really amazing that East Lake Club has welcomed us in here and 
so inviting and allowing us to play this great venue with all the great players who have 
played here before us. 
  


