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East Lake Cup Men - Stroke  
October 25, 2021 
 
MICHAEL BEARD 
Pepperdine Head Coach 
 
 
Q.  Oklahoma again. 
 
MICHAEL BEARD:  Yeah, love playing those guys. 
 
Q.  Well, I imagine you've got to love playing in Georgia, too. What a last week for 
your team. 
 
MICHAEL BEARD:  No kidding. 
 
Q.  Take me through it. What's it been like this stretch of seven -- well, four good days 
of tournament golf, but going back to the practice round here last Wednesday. 
 
MICHAEL BEARD:  Yeah, true. We came in, we flew in, I think our flight left at 7:00 on 
Wednesday. Came in here, ran round in about two and a half, three hours and got through 
15 holes on Wednesday. Then practice round Thursday for the Golf Club of Georgia, played 
obviously that tournament and then started up today. I think it's been nice that the tee times 
have all been in the like later morning-ish so guys can sleep in a bit. They play a lot of golf. 
Maybe by the end of the week they'll be exhausted. Yeah, the weather's been great, though, 
so no complaints there. 
 
Q.  You guys come out of it with the top seed today. What did you see out of your 
guys today top to bottom? 
 
MICHAEL BEARD:  I mean, they all played pretty well actually. I thought it played tough 
today; rough, wind. But yeah, I felt like they kept it in front of them really well, and the speed 
of the greens were maybe a little bit different than what we were used to. We obviously 
didn't get a practice round yesterday to maybe get a sense for it. They're really good players, 
so they figure out how to adapt pretty quickly. 
 
Q.  What changes going into match play? Do you tell your guys anything different? 
 
MICHAEL BEARD:  Not really. We're going to play the course the same -- they've had 
enough match play experience that they know where to go mentally and they know kind of 
how match play works. But in experiencing this last year at East Lake, the East Lake Cup 
and then the National Championship, I think they all feel how significant a hole or a match is. 
So I think just basically never, I don't want to say give up, but that's -- you can never kind of 
feel like you lost. That's what we've done so well in the past is it just seems like, you know, 
even when it wasn't going well, they figured out how to find something and win a couple 
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holes and kind of get back in it. 
 
Q.  You mentioned the tournament here last year, then going on to win the national 
title, record-breaking week last week. It's fair to say that your guys have a good 
amount of confidence coming into this tournament the rest of the way? 
 
MICHAEL BEARD:  Yeah, I think so. We've top to bottom been playing really solid. Joe 
obviously played really well last week and so that was -- that was great to have one guy go 
that low. But I feel like all five of our guys feel like they can do it, it's just a matter of getting 
out there and executing. 
 
Q.  Speaking of Joe specifically, I know going back to the Napa Championship last 
year when you had to pull him out of the lineup, he said it was tough, but what have 
you seen from him from the mental side to just come back and play so well. He had a 
solid summer and then obviously coming into this week, what he did last week. 
 
MICHAEL BEARD:  Well, he really had played well for the most part of the spring last year, 
you know. There was just -- we just were so deep that by that time our sixth guy might have 
been playing the best out of everyone, so it was hard to -- it may have looked like well, he's 
not playing. It wasn't so much that, it was just we were so deep that --  
 
Anyway, so I think mentally he's just kind of continued on that progression from the spring. 
In golf you have those little moments where maybe you might doubt yourself at the 
beginning, then when you achieve something and you accomplish your goal, it gives you 
kind of momentum and even more like self belief and I feel like that's where he's at. He's I 
guess just kind of comfortable with who he is and knows that his game is good enough to be 
at the top of, you know, any tournament leaderboard. 
  


