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ROUND 4 INTERVIEW  
24 October 2021      
 
XANDER SCHAUFFELE  ( E) 
 
 
Q.  Xander, let's recap your experience at ZOZO coming off the gold medal at the 
Olympics.  
 
XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  It wasn't quite the same experience, didn't play as well, but I 
enjoyed being here despite the lockdown and COVID rules. Overall, it was nice to -- saw 
some of my family here, which was really cool. I don't get a big opportunity to see them 
since they don't travel to the U.S. very much, so that was kind of the shining moment for me. 
 
Q.  We'll get to that in a second, but how welcoming were the fans to you as you came 
in? 
 
XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  Yeah, they were great. They're very supportive, just really polite. 
They almost, like they clap when you walk up to tee boxes and up to greens. Us players 
really appreciate their support. 
 
Q.  You mentioned your family here, but you had one particular fan who hadn't seen 
you play quite a bit, huh? 
 
XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  My grandpa? 
 
Q.  Yeah. 
 
XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  Yeah. My grandma's come out. I saw both of them on the 
course. It was nice to see him, he was waving like a crazy man on one of the holes. 
Everyone was standing still and he was waving, so it was good to see him there out walking 
around. 
 
Q.  How often has he got to see you play on Tour? 
 
XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  Man, probably the first time ever. I don't think he's ever -- twice 
maybe? Not often. He hasn't come to the U.S. in quite some time and I don't play a whole lot 
overseas, so the opportunities are slim. Like I said, it was really cool to see him out there 
supporting. 
 
Q.  You had the whole family, you mentioned it. This puts a whole bow on the whole 
week? 
 
XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  I think so. I've got cousins, uncles, aunts, grandparents. It's a 
side of the family I don't get to see much and it is like a cherry on top for me to finish off the 



 

                                                                             Tee-Scripts.com 
 

2 

week with seeing them. 
 
Q.  Last few things I want to ask you about, Hideki, playing with him the first two days 
and what that experience is like for you and how the fans are towards him and how 
he's in contention now and your overall thoughts on his game.  
 
XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  Yeah, I mean, we're in Japan and he's Japanese, so they want 
him to win more than anyone else, as they should. You know, I'm sure they're pulling him 
around. I haven't looked at the board much at all today knowing that I couldn't really win so 
there was not much point for me, but yeah, they're rooting him on.  
 
And it was nice to play with him. He was in really good form during the first two rounds, one 
being kind of calm and the other being really windy and rainy. Really good golf from him at 
the end of the year here. 
  


