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ROUND 4 INTERVIEW  
24 October 2021      
 
HIDEKI MATSUYAMA  ( -15) 
 
 
CHUAH CHOO CHIANG:  We would like to welcome the 2021 ZOZO Championship winner, 
Hideki Matsuyama, to the virtual room. We will begin with the Japanese media first before 
beginning with the English media. 
 
Hideki, this puts you to third in the FedExCup rankings and your first PGA TOUR win in 
Japan. How special does this feel for you? 
 
HIDEKI MATSUYAMA:  It was one of my biggest goals to win in front of the Japanese fans 
here in this country as well. So happy that I'll be able to accomplish that. Also, in 2019 Tiger 
won the Masters and went on to win the ZOZO Championship, so I'm glad that I would be 
able to emulate that as well. 
 
CHUAH CHOO CHIANG:  You had a very close fight with Cameron on the back nine, 
especially you were trailing very briefly at one point. How confident were you about trying to 
catch Cameron at that time and eventually win this tournament in front of your fans?  
 
HIDEKI MATSUYAMA:  A factor that was going for me was the fans rooting for me and they 
were behind me, so I'm glad that I was able to convert the energy from the crowd.  
 
CHUAH CHOO CHIANG:  Let's go with questions from the Japanese media.  
 
Q.  How important is it to win early in a season?  
 
HIDEKI MATSUYAMA:  It's very important to continue to accumulate the FedExCup points 
and I'm very happy that I was able to win soon after the Masters in April. 
 
Q.  There are a lot of fans rooting for you out there. How were you able to overcome 
the challenges today? 
 
HIDEKI MATSUYAMA:  First, I was the only Japanese player contending and was up on the 
leaderboard. To be honest, there were some pressures to deal with, but I'm glad I was able 
to convert that to positives. 
 
Q.  During the Masters, you mentioned that you were feeling good about your play 
and for this week you were not. How were you able to overcome the challenges there? 
 
HIDEKI MATSUYAMA:  As you guys may have had a chance to see me on the driving 
range, my balls were all over and not consistent, but once at the golf course, I was able to 
feed off of the energy of the crowd and was able to play well. 
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Q.  You were able to follow Tiger Woods' footsteps to win the Masters and go on to 
win the ZOZO Championship. 
 
HIDEKI MATSUYAMA:  In this climate, it was not easy to host a PGA TOUR tournament in 
Japan. As a Japanese player, I'm really glad that I was able to win this tournament. 
 
Q.  During the Masters championship Sunday, you were wearing yellow and you were 
wearing yellow again today. Was there (inaudible) embrace by wearing that color? 
 
HIDEKI MATSUYAMA:  Yellow is my favorite color and it's a tough decision to wear 
whether I want to wear the white or navy pants to go with the shirt. 
 
Q.  If you could talk about the eagle on the sixth hole. 
 
HIDEKI MATSUYAMA:  There was a little bit of shadow around the hole, the cup, which 
made it difficult to read the distance.  I visualized the downhill putt. 
 
Q.  You won earlier in the season. Would that make it easier for you to play for the 
rest of the season? 
 
HIDEKI MATSUYAMA:  I don't have any schedule set for the upcoming weeks, but 
hopefully I can keep the momentum going for the rest of the year. 
 
Q.  You mentioned about the poor form you were in compared to the Masters as you 
rated yourself as 10. What would you rate yourself, your performance this week? 
 
HIDEKI MATSUYAMA:  I would rate my performance as 2 or 3. From the results 
perspective, it went about to 8, but I think it's because all the energy that I was getting from 
the fans and I was very surprised how much energy I was feeding off of them. 
 
Q.  If you could talk about the momentum shift when you made the turn in the battle 
against Cameron? 
 
HIDEKI MATSUYAMA:  It was really great that on 11 I was able to make a birdie and catch 
Cameron again, so that was good. 
 
Q.  Hideki, did I understand you correctly, do you think you played like a 2 out of 10?  
 
HIDEKI MATSUYAMA:  Yes, that's how I honestly felt. My confidence was around 1 or 2, 
but thanks to all the Japanese crowd out there, I was able to feed off of their energy and play 
well. 
 
Q.  Have you changed anything? Have you changed your putter or done anything 
differently lately with your putting that you attribute your success on the greens this 
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week? 
 
HIDEKI MATSUYAMA:  I did change my putting and I've been trying different things from a 
grip perspective as well trying to find something, but it was really great that I was able to 
convert when it counted, when the important putts came, like 15th hole I was able to convert 
and that was really good. 
 
Q.  Where does this victory rank for you? 
 
HIDEKI MATSUYAMA:  The most PGA TOUR wins by the Asian players is K.J. Choi's eight 
wins and Shigeki Maruyama told me to go on and beat that record, so I'm glad I'm getting 
close to that particular record. 
 
Q.  What putter model did you switch to? 
 
HIDEKI MATSUYAMA:  The Scotty Cameron's Timeless 2, but when I turned in my putter to 
get it fixed, there was some miscommunication, so now I'm using my spare putter, but Scotty 
Cameron Timeless 2. 
 
CHUAH CHOO CHIANG:  We want to thank the media for joining us in this virtual media 
center with our champion, Hideki Matsuyama. Thank you all for your attendance again. 
 
HIDEKI MATSUYAMA:  Thank you. 
 
  
  


