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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW  
21 October 2021      
 
BRENDAN STEELE  ( -4) 
 
 
Q.  Brendan, how would you characterize that 67? 
 
BRENDAN STEELE:  It was actually 66 today. 
 
Q.  Sixty-six, there you go. 
 
BRENDAN STEELE:  Yeah, I played really well. Just kind of a hiccup on No. 2, I made 
double there, just kind of made a mess there. Other than that I played really nice, I drove it 
great and made a couple nice putts at the end that always makes dinner taste a little better. 
 
Q.  And you started off in fine fashion with an eagle, too, right? 
 
BRENDAN STEELE:  Yeah, yeah, holed out on the first hole, so that's always nice. That's a 
good way to get going. Actually birdied -- so I eagled 10 and birdied 11, so 3 under through 
two is always a good way to start your trip over here. 
 
Q.  And what distance did you have there? 
 
BRENDAN STEELE:  We had 83 yards on 10 and 58-degree wedge. 
 
Q.  And a birdie on 9 as well? 
 
BRENDAN STEELE:  A birdie on 9, yeah, and 9's a hard hole so that was really nice. 
 
Q.  How does it feel coming back to Japan for the first time in nearly two years? 
 
BRENDAN STEELE:  Yeah, so I wasn't here two years ago, yeah, so this is my first trip and 
it's great to be here. Everything's been fantastic. We obviously wish we could experience the 
culture a little bit more than we can at the moment, but I love coming over and having a 
great time. 
 
Q.  Is this a reflection of how you've been playing the last few weeks? 
 
BRENDAN STEELE:  Yeah, since I would say in the fall. The fall's been really good. I kind 
of made some changes in the little offseason that we had there for a couple weeks and 
feeling really good about what I've been doing, so it's nice to see a good result. 
 
Q.  First time on the golf course here. What sort of course management requires you 
to shoot a good score like this? 
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BRENDAN STEELE:  Yeah, you have to be accurate off the tee because there's a lot of 
trees and a lot of trouble if you start getting offline. If you drive it well, that's important. Then 
the greens are really tough. The complexes, the most similar thing that I would say is to 
Augusta with how much slope they have and the speed. And the quality of the greens are 
just fantastic. It makes it hard because you end up with a lot of break and a lot of three-, 
four-, five-footers for par, so that's always a difficult thing, too. 
  


