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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW  
21 October 2021      
 
XANDER SCHAUFFELE  ( E) 
 
 
XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  So made a long one on 17 and thought I could sneak one in 
there on 18 and kind of call it what it is. But seems like I'm 6 back, so after sort of how bad 
I'm hitting it, it seems like it's okay. Hopefully we can finish this up quickly so I can go hit 
some balls. 
 
Q.  What did it feel like to have the homecoming as the gold medalist back here in 
Japan? 
 
XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  It was nice. It's nice to be loved by the crowds here and they 
definitely show up. 
 
Q.  So, first of all, how did day one go? 
 
XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  Good and bad. I was 3 under early and finishing even par is not 
too fun, but didn't shoot myself out of it. Got some work to do coming in. 
 
Q.  Any adjustments you need to do before tomorrow? 
 
XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  It's going to have to be something, I can't expect to win hitting the 
way I did the last 12 holes, so I'll have to go and find something on the range here. 
 
Q.  How was the temperature, I mean the weather today? 
 
XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  It was okay. I don't mind it a little bit cooler. I grew up in southern 
California so it was a little bit chilly for that standard, but overall I think it did drop a little bit 
and the ball started flying a little bit shorter, which I didn't account for on one hole there, kind 
of cost me a water ball. Need to be a little bit better with that. 
 
Q.  There was a huge gallery today. How was it? Did it help your performance?    
 
XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  Yeah, it was nice. It was nice to get some claps when you make 
a birdie putt or even a par putt. The fans were awesome, they were clapping sort of the 
whole way through the tee boxes and everything. I think they're happy that we're here and 
we're definitely happy that they're here as well. 
 
Q.  And it's been three months since you've been here for the Olympics. Have you 
enjoyed Japan? 
 
XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  Yeah. You know, we're a little bit constrained just to the hotel, 
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which is unfortunate. I'd love to go out to the city for dinner if possible, but it is what it is and I 
think everyone kind of knew that prior to coming here. 
 
Q.  And I could see you and Hideki were having a conversation. What was the -- 
 
XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  Oh, we were just -- can't talk about everything, but we were just 
catching up, talking about our season coming up and what we're playing in and kind of our 
plans for the rest of the year. 
 
Q.  So lastly, could you give us a message for the fans tomorrow? 
 
XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  Yeah. I hope everyone enjoyed whatever show we put on today 
and I hope that everyone comes out and supports us tomorrow. 
  


