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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
October 21, 2021 
 
PHIL MICKELSON 
 
 
Q.  When did you make up your mind that you wanted to come back and defend here 
and what was the biggest factor in that decision? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  I really enjoyed it last year, I had a great time. Dominion Energy has 
been a very strong partner with a long-term commitment now of 10 years, and I've had a lot 
of fun playing these events, and this golf course is spectacular. So it was a nice fit. 
 
I didn't want to fly overseas for a regular Tour event, so I wanted to play and this is a great 
fit. 
 
Q.  You said your focus last year, you were getting ready for the Masters because it 
was in November. What is your focus this year? Has it changed at all? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  I guess just to kind of finish the year strong and have a chance to work 
on a few things with my game and see if I can have a productive offseason heading into next 
year. But really, there's nothing specific like the Masters months from now that I'm thinking 
about. I am working on a few things in my golf swing and it's been fun for me to have a 
competitive environment to try to implement it. 
 
Q.  Phil, what is your focus this weekend? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  So, first of all, the golf course is spectacular. Because it's playing so 
different from last year, more challenging with the greens being firmer and really fast, I am 
going to have to be a little bit more patient and manage my game a little bit better. Last year 
it was very much aggression because the greens were soft and you can get away with 
things. This year is a little different, it plays very different.  So respecting the golf course is 
going to be a key for me and then try to execute. 
 
Q.  You mentioned the competitive environment, testing out the changes that you're 
working on in your swing. How competitive is it out here on the Champions Tour? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  Yeah, there are a lot of really good players that are playing some really 
good golf. What you don't see is how hard they work off the golf course, because as we all 
get older, to maintain flexibility, speed, strength, all those things, it's a lot of extra work. 
Obviously Bernhard Langer's the gold standard, right? That man at 64, what he's been doing 
is incredible. That's the guy to look up to to elongate your career, have a great quality of life. 
And it's fun for us to be able to play golf, feel good, come out here and compete. There's a 
high quality, high level of play out here. 
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Q.  You said you've been working on your game. What about your pre-round range 
warm-up, like how long does that tend to be and what tends to be the focus of that? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  I usually go about an hour and a half before I start and I try to do some 
iron work and get my irons, wedges, start hitting my number, I start to see how far the ball's 
flying. Each day it's a little bit different, so I'm trying to use that as a reference on the range 
as far as if irons are going a couple yards longer, a couple yards shorter. There's a lot of 
variables that go into the details of how far the ball's flying each day, and it changes 
obviously day to day and throughout the day, right? As the temperature warms up, the ball 
flies a lot farther, so little things like that. I usually have been taking a longer warm-up 
session than I used to when I was -- 20, 30 years ago. Then it was an hour, now it's an hour 
and a half. 
 
Q.  Going back to last year, any lessons you carry over into this weekend? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  So, I think from last year I'm able to take some of the subtleties and 
nuances of the golf course and have a better knowledge of where I want to be, where I don't 
want to be and how I can play it aggressively. Again, as I was saying, the course is really 
different, you have to respect it a lot more. 
 
So knowing those nuances is important. I think that if the course played like this last year, I 
don't think I would have ended up winning, because you really need to know a lot of the 
subtleties and you could hit good shots and be in a bad spot if you didn't know the golf 
course. Now, with four, five, six more rounds under my belt, I think I have a little bit better 
understanding of how to play this golf course. 
 
Q.  Please correct me if I'm wrong, your last win on this tour you were 81st in driving 
accuracy, I think. I don't know if I have that exactly correct, but would you get away 
with that here this week? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  So, I look at longest, like I try to hit it the farthest out here and I was 
No. 1 in driving distance. That's the way I look at it. If you want to look at stuff that's 
irrelevant, have at it. What I'm looking at is distance, I want to hit it -- I want to fly it 305 and 
try to -- because I'm a really good wedge player, so if I get wedges in my hand, I'm going to 
be tough to beat. 
 
Q.  Bernhard said something yesterday about how eager the last few rookie classes 
have been for the PGA TOUR Champions knowing that these guys are realizing 
there's a second phase of their career, there's another opportunity to still compete. 
Did your early success out here kind of give you a second wind into this next phase 
of your career? I know you're still playing on the PGA as well.  
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  I think there's a lot of validity to what you're saying, but it's not where 
I'm at yet. I'm using this as an opportunity to have fun, to be around people that I know, guys 
that I know. I'm using it as a chance to be competitive but in an environment that doesn't 
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beat you up. I think it's underrated how difficult the courses on Tour set up, how tough the 
pin placements are and you're really not able to get away with a miss because the pins are 
so close to the edges. If you short-side yourself, you can't get up and down. 
 
I like being able to play aggressive, so it lets me have fun and play the way I like to play out 
here, and then I try to take that back to when I play on the regular tour and try to implement 
that type of play. But I always have to dial it back on the regular tour and be more cautious, 
play to more center of the greens, have more 20-, 30-footers, because if you short-side 
yourself there, they're so close to the edges, you can't get up and down. 
 
Q.  Among the guys you know out here is David Toms, he's a former Ryder Cup 
teammate of yours I think from the Belfry that year. Just what are your impressions of 
him and watching him out here? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  I've had a lot of fun with David. You brought up the Belfry. We had a 
really funny moment there on the 16th hole, 15th hole there. I'll let him tell the story, but 
we've had a lot of fun moments together.  
 
He's a really, really good player, but he's a great guy. I've known him since college. We 
played against each other in college, so we go way back. His wife, Sonya, and family are 
just terrific, too. I've been fortunate and appreciative to have a long-term friendship with him. 
 
Q.  Phil, if you go back-to-back, what does this mean for your schedule in the 
Playoffs?  
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  So, what do you mean, what does it mean for my schedule? 
 
Q.  Could we see you possibly at the other -- 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  I'll probably play Phoenix. Like I enjoy playing in Phoenix, I enjoy that 
golf course. I didn't play there last year, I ended up playing the Houston Open, but I'll be in 
Phoenix this year. I'm not sure about Boca, we'll see. I feel like I'm playing a lot better than I 
have throughout the year, except for the PGA, and I would like to test myself on the regular 
tour. So if there's an event I could play, it might be the week of Boca, it might be the one 
down in Mexico. I'm not sure what exactly I'll do, but I very well may go to Boca, we'll see. 
That's the only one I'm undecided on. 
  


