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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
October 21, 2021 
 
JIM FURYK 
 
 
CONNOR STANGE:  Here with Jim Furyk at the Dominion Energy Charity Classic. Can you 
just start with your thoughts on being back here in Richmond? 
 
JIM FURYK:  Yeah, it's nice. More importantly, it's nice to see kind of the tournament 
looking a little more normal, right, with the build-out, a lot of tents on 16, 17 and 18. I know 
everyone here at the course and involved with the event's excited about the fans being out 
on the golf course. They're expecting a huge crowd tomorrow. Obviously the players enjoy 
that as well. The golf course, it's always been a good golf course. It's in great shape and 
looking forward to the week. 
 
CONNOR STANGE:  Does your mindset change at all with it being Playoffs now?  
 
JIM FURYK:  Well, I mean, I think definitely it's always a long season, it comes down to 
three events. And this time it's been a longer season, right? It's been more like a year and a 
half or a year and two-thirds. 
 
You know, I don't know if your mindset changes because it's not like I'm going to try any 
harder or I'm going to prepare any differently. Still the goal is to go out and play as well as 
you can in the tournament and if you kind of take care of business and you play well and you 
have a good event, then you kind of continue to have the opportunity to move up. 
 
I won't try to do anything different in the golf tournament, but obviously everything's weighted 
more importantly right now. You kind of spend an entire season, or for me a year and a half, 
to kind of get in this position and now obviously it's -- there's a lot of focus on these last three 
events. 
 
Q.  First things first, how's Fluff holding up? I saw him out there with you. 
 
JIM FURYK:  Better. I'm actually surprised at how well he's gotten around this week. He 
really was hobbled last week and wasn't able to bear a lot of weight. He's still got a little bit 
of a limp to his gait, but we went on -- he was on the cart today for the pro-am and he put the 
bag on his shoulder a significant amount.  
 
Actually, I was surprised how much he did just to kind of test it, see how it would feel. He's 
limping a little bit right now. I'm sure it's a little sore. I'm sure he's hiding it a little bit, too. He 
seems to be all right, thinks he's going to be good to go. 
 
Q.  Bernhard said something yesterday about how eager the last few rookie classes 
have been when they get to the PGA TOUR Champions knowing that it's a second 
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opportunity in their post-PGA TOUR career. Did it give you kind of a second wind at 
all finding that much success when you first started playing out here to kind of move 
into the second phase that you got? 
 
JIM FURYK:  I think I was really just anxious to -- not that it was really a second wind, I was 
just anxious to see how I thought, how I felt. I picked out two events, Ally at Flint because I 
knew the golf course so well, and going to Pebble Beach for PURE was easy, everyone likes 
going to Pebble Beach. Those were kind of the first two events.  
 
But I was still trying to finish up my PGA TOUR season for my kind of 49-to 50-year-old year. 
Then, when that ended, I kind of wanted to come out. I played the last four events, so I 
started at SAS like last week and played these last three events, which would normally be 
Playoff events kind of on the way out. So the fact that they weren't Playoff events last year 
gave me the opportunity to kind of know I was going to be in those three events and finish 
out the season.  
 
So I played the last four, six in total, and kind of, that's when I kind of really knew it was the 
right spot for me. I kind of wanted to play it, get to the end of the year, reevaluate. It was just 
very apparent playing in these events, I enjoyed it.  
 
I didn't have a lot of success here last year. I played solid, I finished 13th, but still really 
enjoyed the tournament, enjoyed the golf course and kind of had the feeling this was kind of 
my -- where I wanted to be.  
 
It's fun. It takes a little bit less out of you. A three-round golf tournament, we're in carts for 
the pro-am and for the practice rounds. That's a great invention, by the way. Then I walk 
during the three days, but instead of walking five or six rounds a week, I'm walking three. It's 
not as mentally and physically taxing, yet it's still extremely competitive. And I'm enjoying 
hitting my 8-iron, my 9-iron and my wedge again. I missed those guys for about four or five 
years on the PGA TOUR. I've got them back out of the bag where they were collecting dust 
for a while. Now I've got them back out of the bag, get to swing them again, get to be a little 
more aggressive, make some birdies.  
 
So I've really enjoyed it out here. I think the guys, as Bernhard said, the guys kind of do 
realize it's a little bit of a second lease on life. I think you see everyone doing a good job in 
the pro-am and having fun, and guys are even a little bit more of a showman in the event. 
They kind of interact with the crowd some, but you can do that and still be competitive, still 
be at your best from a competition standpoint. So I've enjoyed it. I enjoy the camaraderie 
and also really the competitiveness. 
 
Q.  You mentioned having three rounds being a little bit easier for the schedule and 
being easier to play. Does it add a little more pressure knowing how competitive it is 
out here with a lot of you young guns on the Champions Tour knowing that you'll 
have to go low for three days? 
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JIM FURYK:  It's a bit of a track meet versus a marathon. You can have a bad nine holes 
out on the PGA TOUR, you've got seven more to kind of catch up. Out here you play a bad 
nine holes, you feel like you've put yourself behind the eight ball. You've got to keep the 
pedal down, you've got to shoot a bunch under par. Seems like 12 to 16 under par kind of 
wins every single week. You want to kind of average 4 under a day at least and maybe go 
low one round and that's what wins golf tournaments. 
 
Yeah, I've enjoyed it. I think playing a golf course that's 7,000 yards gives me a little more 
chance to be aggressive, fire at more pins. I've got a little shorter iron in my hand. When 
we're playing out on Tour and we're sitting at 73, 74 and I've got 5-iron, 4-iron in my hand a 
lot, I've got to play a lot more conservative. Conservative isn't fun, aggressive's fun. 
 
Q.  Two wins, 15 top-10s, I believe, in 23 starts out here. How have you been able to 
keep that consistency throughout this entire crazy long season and how are you 
going to keep it going for the Playoffs? 
 
JIM FURYK:  Well, just trying to keep doing the same things I've been.   
 
Q.  Anything in particular you're working on? 
 
JIM FURYK:  I'm always, always tinkering, kind of working on my game. I felt like I went into 
last week maybe not feeling so great about my ball-striking and kind of found something 
during the week. As that week progressed, I didn't hit it great on Friday, but I really had two 
great ball-striking days on Saturday and Sunday and I shot 8 under for those two rounds.  
 
This week, again, I had a little hiccup today. I didn't really strike it as well as I wanted to in 
the pro-am, so I'll go back out there and work on the range. Just always kind of tinkering, 
work. I feel like I have my short game in a pretty good spot right now. Ball-striking, you know, 
it's been okay, it's been solid, but I haven't had like a phenomenal ball-striking year. It hasn't 
come easy, put it that way. I struck the ball pretty well, but I've had to work pretty hard on it 
and hit quite a few balls on the range and wore myself out a little bit. This afternoon I'll 
probably do a little of that same and try to conserve some energy but get some good 
practice in. 
 
Q.  Have you thought at all about how crazy the Playoffs would be with like the double 
points, 610,000 I think to the winner this week and I think it's like 880,000 for Phoenix. 
Have you thought at all about that? 
 
JIM FURYK:  I mean, a little bit. I guess I'll see it a little bit more in action and give it week 
one, kind of see it in action, see how volatile I guess it could get.  
 
I saw a little bit of that with the PGA TOUR and the FedExCup as well in the old days, how 
volatile it could be. I think there was times when we were weighting the Playoffs at like four 
and five times the amount. It took a little bit of a significance of having a great season away, 
if that makes sense. Here with the double-weighted points, it definitely puts an emphasis on 
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the Playoffs, but guys who played well through the season can kind of establish a pretty 
good position and you still have to get knocked off it. 
  


