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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW  
21 October 2021      
 
TOMMY FLEETWOOD  ( -3) 
 
 
TOMMY FLEETWOOD:  Struggled a lot early. It was hard, especially then the first few holes 
where didn't really feel like -- well, I know I didn't have my swing, scrambled it 'round. I was 2 
over playing my ninth hole, which is the 18th. Get eagle there and then give it back with an 
absolutely shocker off the first tee and it was just up and down really until kind of just leveled 
out. I hit two amazing iron shots on 3 and 5 that were tap-in 2s on the par 3s, which is a 
bonus. Then holed a bunker shot and like, yeah, before you know it I had a score going, 
which is great really. So I was happy to hang in early and then get something going in the 
end and have a nice round. 
 
Q.  Take me through the two eagles, it's rare to have two eagles in a round, and how 
much of a highlight that was. As you mentioned, an up-and-down day.  
 
TOMMY FLEETWOOD:  Yeah, the 18th, I played the hole perfect. A drive down the fairway 
and then a 4-iron to like 10 feet and knocked it in. Then 6, that big par 5 'round the corner, 
feel like you can't slice it enough but then don't want to over-slice it. Hit the tee shot in the 
fairway anyway, then greenside trap. I'm always saying I'm going to hole a bunker shot and I 
never do, so it was actually nice to pull one off. 
 
Q.  You mentioned the course. How tough is it out here and like what's the difference 
in playing in Japan, maybe just not used to the conditions maybe? 
 
TOMMY FLEETWOOD:  It's just a really good test of golf. You have to hit the fairways. Ball 
is pretty much uncontrollable out of the rough, which is how it should be. Then the greens, 
the greens are really fast with a lot of slope. I think they had some great pin positions today. 
It's basically, if you're out of position, the game gets very, very hard around this golf course, 
and if you're in position, you can still mess it up at any time. So it's great, it's a great 
challenge. Obviously the standard of play these days is amazing so scoring will still be pretty 
good I'm sure at the end of the week. Yeah, it's a really good golf course to play and test 
yourself on. Like you say, you always have to be on your guard really, you never know 
what's around the corner. 
 
Q.  How are the Japanese pans treating you out there? 
 
TOMMY FLEETWOOD:  Brilliant, yeah. Like I said earlier in the week, I think we all love and 
appreciate coming over to Japan. How much they love golf over here and how big the sport 
is, how respectful they are and then the enthusiasm is amazing, so it's always a pleasure to 
come here and get to play in front of a few of these fans. So they were nice to me today and 
hopefully I can keep making a few birdies. 
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Q.  And lastly, outlook for tomorrow looking ahead? 
 
TOMMY FLEETWOOD:  Just keep going. We've only played one round. Yeah, it's good to 
get a good start in the tournament. Hopefully put a couple of things right this afternoon in 
practice and go out tomorrow and continue on where I started, hit the ball a bit better and 
make some putts over the week. Yeah, there's a lot of golf still to be played. I'm just happy 
that after a ropey start, I managed to keep that round going and in the end get a good one 
out of it. 
  


