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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
20 October 2021      
 
XANDER SCHAUFFELE 
 
 
LAURA VESCOVI:  I would like to welcome Olympic gold medalist and four-time PGA 
TOUR winner Xander Schauffele to the interview room here at the ZOZO Championship. 
 
Xander, you're returning to Japan for the first time since defeating Rory Sabbatini at the 
2020 Olympic Games. Can you touch on your excitement to be back in Japan? You have a 
lot of ties in this country and we're obviously here for the first time in Asia on the PGA TOUR 
since the pandemic. Again, your excitement to be back here. 
 
XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  Yeah, I'm very excited. I was bummed to not come to Japan last 
year for the ZOZO so I was happy to make my return for the Olympics. Then of course 
winning the gold medal was really special for my family and myself. Returning to Japan has 
been really cool. I've been looking forward to this tournament for quite some time. Yeah, it's 
easy to say that I'm very happy to be here. 
 
LAURA VESCOVI:  Xander, you finished T-10 in 2019 and T-17 at Sherwood in California 
last year. You just played a couple times this season so far. Can you just touch on your 
season at this point, where your game stands and what it would mean for you personally 
and professionally to win the ZOZO Championship?  
 
XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  It's been a quick turnaround, a lot of international travel to finish 
up our regular season on the PGA TOUR. The Ryder Cup was shortly after East Lake, so I 
had a little bit of downtime, but didn't give myself too much time off quite yet. I wanted to 
play well last week and this week.  
 
Winning here would be really cool. It would be really special to sort of win twice in Japan, 
especially since I don't live here. I think it would be a huge honor for my family if I was able 
to do that and I'm going to do my best this week. 
 
LAURA VESCOVI:  And we're obviously into Wednesday of tournament week. Have you 
had a chance to play the golf course? We've heard great things from a few other players, so 
your thoughts on the course?  
 
XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  Yeah, we've avoided some rain. It was supposed to rain a lot 
yesterday. I see a lot of rain in the forecast on Friday. I played the front nine yesterday, I'm 
going to play the back nine today. The course last, or two years ago when Tiger won, we 
had to turn 10 into a par-3 and parts of the course were kind of under water just based on 
how much rain. We played obviously skipping one of the days. The course is in really good 
shape. The greens are rolling fast, there's no blade of grass that's not in a good spot out 
there. The course is in awesome condition and hopefully the rain doesn't come in too heavy 
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on Friday and it will give us sort of a firmer feel throughout the week.  
 
LAURA VESCOVI:  Obviously, Xander, you guys just had a great success at the Ryder 
Cup. Can you just tell us a little bit about that experience and how exciting it was to win it 
this year?  
 
XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  I've only had one prior team experience being the Presidents 
Cup, and us not really having a great track record as of the last, you know, decade or so in 
the Ryder Cup was obviously something that all of us were very aware of. We came in with a 
certain mentality with Captain Stricker leading us along with all our vice captains. I think 
having a really young team and a bunch of rookies proved to bear a lot of fruit in our success 
of winning. It was a really fun week and I really enjoyed myself as you can tell there after the 
tournament was over. I think collectively we all played very well and we all were on the same 
page for pretty much the majority of the week and I think that's why we succeeded. 
 
Q.  Tell me about kind of the trip over there and how different has it been since going 
over for the Olympics.  
 
XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  Similar. A little bit of deja vu when I landed at the airport doing 
the little roundabouts with the testing and the whole process. Wasn't too unfamiliar in that 
sense.  
 
The trip over was nice. The Tour had a charter for us from the CJ CUP in Las Vegas straight 
over, which was very needed and fortunate.  
 
(Audio interruption.)  
 
We got to the hotel about 6:00 a.m., so yesterday was all about staying awake and getting 
some fresh air, and today will be pretty much the same. Just going to be out here as long as 
I can until I'm tired and hopefully not fall asleep too early. For the most part, it's a shortened 
week and just trying to do everything I can to be sort of prepared for the round tomorrow. 
 
Q.  What type of reception do you expect to get as the Olympic champion? 
 
XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  A warm one. I think even my first time playing the ZOZO here 
when Tiger won, I was paired with J.T. and Rory McIlroy and we had such a warm welcome 
on the first hole with five to 10 rows deep of people just going nuts that we were out there.  
 
Japanese people love golf, they're very supportive. And obviously that was pre-COVID and 
now we're playing kind of during COVID, so there's going to be limited fans this week. I think 
it will still be a very warm welcome. 
 
Q.  And what do you expect the difference what Hideki gets versus the support you 
get, just between the two of you? 
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XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  Yeah, I mean, I think overall obviously Hideki's the hometown 
boy and the hometown hero, so I'll never, no matter what I do, I can win -- if the Olympics 
were in Japan for the rest of my life and I won every time, I think Hideki would still be the 
No. 1 guy. That's just how it is and that's how it should be.  
 
Like I said, they're so crazy about golf and they love the sport, so I think us two playing in a 
group together will bring out as many people as possible and they'll just be happy to watch 
some good golf. 
 
Q.  And then what about between you and Collin Morikawa, both with some ties 
there? 
 
XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  I think it's similar. I think Hideki's at the top of the food chain out 
here because he's Japanese and he's from here. Obviously Collin's won multiple majors and 
I have my Olympic gold medal, so I think we'll get similar or same love from the people out 
here, just happy that we came out this way to play and perform and entertain. 
 
LAURA VESCOVI:  Xander, just a follow-up question, following the CJ CUP, you finished 
T-18 there, how's your game shaping up this season?  
 
XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  It's been a quick turnaround. I took about a week off after the 
Ryder Cup. It was nice to finish on sort of a higher note there on Sunday. Saw a lot of red 
scores and I figured I might as well get myself in the mix. It was in my hometown in Vegas 
there and I wanted to sort of come over to Japan on a good note. So I was able to do that on 
Sunday and kind of hopefully kick some sort of momentum my way coming into this week. 
 
LAURA VESCOVI:  I'll ask you one final question just about Japan. What is it about this 
culture? What are the things you look forward to? The food? The fans here, obviously you 
touched on. You were here in 2019 and the fans definitely came out to support. Again, some 
of your favorite things about the country?  
 
XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  Yeah, I love Japan. The people are so proud here, they have a 
lot of pride, so I respect that a lot. I look forward to the food. We are trapped sort of in our 
hotel, which is unfortunate. A lot of guys are coming here for the first time. Fortunately I've 
been here several times so I've been able to experience the city and go out to certain 
countryside areas here. Anyone that hasn't really been here when it's open should come 
back and experience sort of what everything is like here because it's a very special place. I 
hold it very dear to myself and my whole family. I pretty much love everything about Japan 
and I'm always happy to come back. 
 
LAURA VESCOVI:  Everybody's happy to have you back. We'll let you go today. I know 
you've got some golf to go play, so thank you and good luck this week. 
 
XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  Thanks, Laura.  
  


