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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
20 October 2021      
 
HIDEKI MATSUYAMA 
 
 
-How do you feel about being back in Japan to play at this tournament and what is your mindset? 
 
It has been 2 years since I played here last time so I am definitely excited to be here. I was in Japan for 
the Olympic Games but there were no spectators, which was a bummer. But we will have some 
spectators here and are able to play in front of them. I am hoping to see them on the course and show 
my good game for them. If I play well, I may have a chance. 
 
-How is your condition after 3 events in row? 
 
I have a jet lag a bit and, to be honest my game is not in a good shape but I am competing in my home 
country so I hope I can spend a quality time in limited days to bring my good game. 
 
-You are playing with Xander and C.T in 1 and 2 rounds. 
 
Yes, I played with Xander at the Masters and the Olympic Games. I think we both will be able to play 
well and, in order to do that I just need to stretch myself. I paired with C.T at the Presidents Cup so I 
think we can play in a good vibe.  
 
-You won 2 matches with C.T at the Presidents Cup. What do you think about him as a player and as a 
friend? 
 
As I don’t really speak English, his wit covered that and he also spoke English slowly for me. I guess we 
don’t really talk during the competition but hope we can give a good influence each other tomorrow. 
 
-How do you feel about playing outside the US, as one of PGA TOUR events? 
 
It must have been a tough decision to host an event again in Japan at the difficult time. I am happy to 
play in Japan but bringing my best game here is more important so I will do my best. 
 
-New season kicked off and what is your goal now? 
 
Honestly, I was not really in contention in the last season. I could win at the Masters, which I really 
wanted to win. Overall, I was not consistent. Again, I was not consistent at 2 events in Las Vegas so 
hopefully playing well this week could be my momentum to get going. 
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Ball striking, putting, chipping, all of these have not reached the level I want. If my game scored 10 out 
of 10 at the masters, now I would say it scores less than 1. I will be struggling this week but I am here in 
Japan so I am motivated to be in contention.  
 
-What does that PGA TOUR is coming back to Asia mean to you? 
 
Before the COVID, we had tournaments in Korea, Japan, China and Malaysia. If there is a tournament 
somewhere in Asia, because of a little time difference many viewers can reach us, which is beneficial. I 
am not sure what will happen next year but if the Tour comes back to Asia, I will be happier. 
 
-Impression of the course 
 
The course has not changed a lot. On this course, I just need to hit on the fairway otherwise 2nd shot will 
be tricky. Greens are fast as they were in 2019, keeping on the fairway and putting on greens well would 
be key to play solidly. 
 
-About 82th victory of Tiger Woods in 2019 
 
Being in contention with Tiger was quite an experience for me but I tried hard to prevent him from 
achieving the historical win, especially in the last 6 holes. I was just not good enough at that time but I 
learned course management from him. 
 
  


