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ROUND 4 INTERVIEW  
October 17, 2021      
 
RORY McILROY  ( -25) 
 
 
RACHEL NOBLE:  We would like to welcome the 2021 CJ CUP @ SUMMIT winner Rory 
McIlroy to the interview room here at The Summit Club.  
 
Rory, just talk us through that final round and highlighting that 20th win on Tour. 
 
RORY McILROY:  Yeah, yeah, I think coming into today, you know, Rickie was a couple 
ahead. Sort of expected someone to come from the pack and shoot a low one and that was 
Collin. Collin got from 14 to 24. 
 
Yeah, it's one of those days you know you're going to get chances, you know you're going to 
have birdie putts, maybe a couple eagle looks on the par 5s, and it's just a day to stay 
patient.  
 
And I really didn't try to look at the leaderboards too much, especially on the front nine. On 
the back nine a little bit I had a look after I made the eagle on 14 just to see where I was and 
I saw I had a two-shot lead at that point. 
 
Yeah, you know, I played really well this week, highlighted by the 10 under yesterday, but to 
follow that up with a really solid round today. I made one bogey today on the par-4 fourth 
hole, just actually wasn't a bad putt. I three-putted, but the second putt, it was more of a 
misread than a bad putt. Apart from that, just played really solid golf, just kept giving myself 
birdie looks and thankfully made enough of them to get the job done. 
 
Q.  Rory, what was your most important shot today? 
 
RORY McILROY:  I think when people look back they'll probably say the putt on 14, but I 
think the one shot, which was probably part skill, part luck, was the third shot on 10. I got 
that ball up and down on 10 for par, which kept momentum for me, which is sort of the stuff 
that I hadn't been doing for the last few months. And there it doesn't seem like much, but 
those things are huge in rounds like this. Because of that par save, I went and hit a great 
5-iron into 11, made birdie on 12 with a good tee shot there. Just because of that par save, I 
didn't feel like I needed to force the issue on the next couple holes and that was massive. 
 
Q.  And when did you know that Morikawa was coming and does that do anything to 
your mind? 
 
RORY McILROY:  I saw on the, I think when I eagled 14. There's a board on the right side 
there and I looked and I saw he was at 22 playing the last, so I got a three-shot lead over 
him. 
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And then the next time I looked at a board was walking down 16 and I saw he had eagled 
the last. So then I knew, okay, I need to hit some good golf shots on the way in, make a 
couple of solid pars and I was able to do that. 
 
Q.  You may be a little biased with this question, but I'm wondering after playing this 
course for a week, what you think of The Summit as a venue for you guys. It averaged 
just a little over 68, just a ton of birdies. Is this a legitimate test for you guys and is it 
someplace you'd like to play again? 
 
RORY McILROY:  Yeah, I mean, at the end of this week I think PGA TOUR members would 
be pretty happy to just give the place back to the members and to Discovery.  
 
It's a decent test. I think if you keep it on the short grass, there's obviously a bunch of birdie 
opportunities. I think with Vegas being a little bit at altitude and the course not really being 
that long to begin with, you know, it's probably a little benign for a PGA TOUR event. 
 
But look, with everything that's happening, CJ having to go to Shadow Creek last year, the 
scoring was low there, the scoring was low last week at Summerlin, the scoring's low this 
week here. You get desert golf and you get the best players in the world, we're going to 
make a lot of birdies. 
 
Q.  And then you talked about this a little on Wednesday, the 20th win. How 
significant is that number to you? 
 
RORY McILROY:  It's pretty significant. I mean, I think when you can do something to 
achieve lifetime membership on Tour; I still need to play another couple years after this one 
to actually get it, but that's great. So by the time I'm 34, 35, not having to worry about 
minimums on Tour and being able to really set a schedule, and especially at that point when 
kids will be getting into school age and maybe wanting to spend a little bit more time at 
home, that's important. When you look to the bigger things in life, getting to that level, I can 
pick and choose where I play nowadays anyway, but that makes it even better and less of a 
burden, I guess. 
 
Q.  I wonder if you could talk a little bit more about 10, what you faced. And tell me if 
I'm wrong, but you didn't look terribly thrilled as it was in the air, but I may have 
misread that.  
 
RORY McILROY:  You did not misread that, Doug. I've think you've watched enough golf in 
your lifetime to know that I wasn't pleased with it. 
 
I sort of had this bad habit recently of when I've short-sided myself and have to come over a 
bunker, I've predominantly left them short, so I've tried to pick a more aggressive landing 
spot. So even just saying to yourself, just land it by the pin and if it rolls out 20 feet, at least 
give yourself a putt.  
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That was what I tried to do there, but it just, it came off a little high and not as much forward 
as I thought. I honestly thought I plugged it in the face of the bunker and it carried the bunker 
by two yards and got a nice little shoot forward off the fringe and it was a tap-in par.  
 
It goes back to what I said on Wednesday, to win golf tournaments you need a little bit of 
luck here and there and today on 10, that was my little bit of luck. 
 
Q.  You've done this before, this kind of reminds me of Quail, your first win when you 
were nine back going into the weekend and dropped low. Do you have to remind 
yourself that you're capable of that?  
 
RORY McILROY:  Yeah, I mean, I guess, I knew I was 9 under through two days here and 
didn't feel like I played my best. I left a few out there, I made a triple bogey on the first day, 
so I knew there was a low weekend in me. Then to shoot -- most of the work was done 
yesterday, to shoot the 10 under and get myself into the last group. I knew today was just a 
matter of just keep applying the pressure, keep hitting fairways, keep hitting greens. If I do 
that, I feel like I would have a really good chance. 
 
Q.  Okay. And then last thing from me, you talked a little bit yesterday about routine, 
mental stuff, visualization, things you're working on. Is there any way you can 
elaborate a little bit more on what you're trying to do, and is any of it post Ryder Cup 
related? 
 
RORY McILROY:  Yeah, so I don't even think it's post Ryder Cup related, I think it's just 
post the last six months related in terms of I need to -- I said to Kira out there on the 
broadcast that I feel like the last couple weeks I've realized that just being me is good 
enough and maybe the last few months I was trying -- not trying to be someone else, but 
maybe trying to add things to my game or take things away from my game. I know that when 
I do the things that I do well, this is what I'm capable of. I'm capable of winning a lot of 
events on the PGA TOUR and being the best player in the world, something we talked about 
at the start of the week as well. 
 
It's just a matter of me getting back to playing golf and playing golf my way. That starts with 
being creative and being visual and maybe sort of sifting through the technical thoughts and 
not maybe being as technical with it. 
 
Q.  Thanks. Glad you found the words.  
 
RORY McILROY:  (Laughs.) Only took me six days. 
 
Q.  What are you trying to be, mate? 
 
RORY McILROY:  What's that. 
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Q.  Who are you trying to be? 
 
RORY McILROY:  I don't know, I don't know. 
 
Q.  What I wanted to ask is obviously 20 is a big number and you've got there and you 
said you've need some time to let that sink in, but where to from here? What's on the 
horizon now and what's your next goal? 
 
RORY McILROY:  It's a great way to start the season. I've got nothing coming up for the 
next four weeks. I've got four weeks at home before I go to Dubai, but it's four weeks to build 
on what's just happened here.  
 
I think that's the thing as well, the last few months I feel like I have never worked as hard 
and haven't -- I got -- not got so little out of it, but I didn't get what I wanted to get out of it 
where I just need to be a little better with what I practice and when I practice.  
 
As I said, like the whole week leading up to this, all I did on the range was try to visualize 
every shot that I hit, try to see draws, see fades, see high, see low and really just play 
around with it. The more and more I did that and the more it feels comfortable on the course 
doing that, and that's playing golf. That's getting back to hitting shots and when it boils down 
to it, that's all you need to do out there are hit the shots. Sometimes I forgot that in a quest to 
try to be too perfect probably, but this week was a great reminder that you don't need to be 
perfect to be a great golfer. 
 
Q.  Just real quick one, were you surprised (inaudible)? 
 
RORY McILROY:  Repeat that again, Ben? 
 
Q.  What's that? 
 
RORY McILROY:  Could you repeat that?  
 
Q.  Sorry, mate, I was just saying (inaudible). 
 
Q.  Twenty wins obviously is a remarkable achievement. I'm curious, you were 
obviously a very decorated amateur player, there was a lot of hype, but your 
expectations when you turned pro, did you expect to win in bunches out here? 
Another way to put this question is, if you would tell 17-year-old Rory McIlroy that he 
would have 20 wins by 32, what would his reaction be? 
 
RORY McILROY:  I'd say that would be pretty good. I guess like it's all relative, right? 
 
So I remember I turned pro in '07 and I went down and played the Australian Masters at the 
end of that year. I got my European Tour card and the first two days I was paired with Aaron 
Baddeley and Aaron Baddeley was -- you might have to look this up, but I think he was 18th 
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in the world. I remember playing with him for the first two days and thinking, "Oh, my God, 
this guy is 18th in the world. How cool would that be?" 
 
You know, I was sitting here this week before the start of this tournament as the 14th player 
in the world and basically people wondering if I was going to retire.  It's all relative.  
 
I just think as a kid starting out, I remember those two days with Aaron Baddeley, we both 
played really well. Again, he was having a great year, he got to like No. 18 in the world and I 
as an 18-year-old really looked up to him and really looked up to that and thinking hopefully 
one day that will be me. 
 
I guess the answer to your question is that's what I thought was an achievement at the start 
of my career when I turned pro was to get into the top-20 in the world. So I've surpassed all 
of that, but as you go on, your goals, you have to reframe everything and you have to keep 
resetting your goals. As I've went along in my career, I've had to do that because you just, 
you keep going. You can't just stagnate and stay the same, you have to try to keep getting 
better and keep doing more things.  
 
I think that's what this is. Golf is just about moving forward and there's always next week and 
you're always trying to get better. So yeah, that's a very long-winded way of saying 20 wins 
seemed like a long way away whenever I turned pro. I think this is probably like 30th 
worldwide if you count European Tour wins, so it's been a pretty nice career so far. 
 
Q.  I would say so. Just a quick follow-up. You mentioned talking about that mental 
shift of realizing that being you was enough. What prompted that moment of clarity? 
When did that realization come to you? 
 
RORY McILROY:  Probably the Sunday singles at the Ryder Cup. I went out against Xander 
and all I wanted to do was win the point, right? That's all I could do. Couldn't do anything 
else. Hadn't done much else the rest of the week. 
 
I went out there and I won my point by doing whatever I could. I wasn't trying to be perfect, I 
wasn't trying to hit shots that I wasn't comfortable hitting, I just went out there to try to win my 
match and I did.  
 
I think part of the sort of emotion at the end of it was to do with that week, but it was also 
probably to do with the last few months in terms of searching to try to get better and sort of 
the realization that I don't need to search for anything, it's all right here. 
 
Q.  Rory, just curious, I counted up 10 times where you've started a season with a 
chance to win and didn't. I think 11 of them were Abu Dhabi. Does it actually feel like 
the start of the season to you in the middle of October and does this change anything 
for you going forward in terms of how you start next year? 
 
RORY McILROY:  Yeah, it's a hard one because, yes, it does feel like the first win of the 
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season on the PGA TOUR, but it's the second win of my year. So it's a hard one. It doesn't 
change anything. It's obviously a great way to start the season in the U.S.  
 
But no, it doesn't change anything. It's good to get another win this year. I sort of go on the 
calendar year in terms of wins, so it was nice to get a second one this year. 
 
Q.  Five seasons, five straight seasons on the Tour anyway, not to confuse it with the 
wraparound with the win, is that underappreciated in today's climate, do you think? 
 
RORY McILROY:  Yeah, I mean, D.J. went like a decade doing it, so that's pretty 
impressive. Yeah, I think to get a win most years that you play, I still want to get back to that 
point where I'm knocking off three, four, five wins a year. To have multiple wins this year on 
a year that I would say has been a bit of a down year for me, it's still been pretty good. 
 
Q.  Rory, when you were sitting out at the Ryder Cup and disappointed with your play, 
at any point were you considering, "Maybe I'll just shut it down for the rest of the year 
and not even play in this event"? 
 
RORY McILROY:  Yeah, so on the Saturday night of the Ryder Cup I was -- I was done with 
golf. I didn't want to see golf again until 2022.  
 
Then I talked about that Sunday singles match and that sort of sparked a little bit of a flame 
again. You know, I think I maybe figured something out here, maybe play a few more times 
before the season's done. 
 
Yeah, so Saturday night of the Ryder Cup I certainly wasn't going to be here and Sunday 
night at the Ryder Cup I thought, go to Vegas, go to CJ and try to build on this little bit of a 
breakthrough that I've had. 
 
Yeah, a little change of schedule there. 
 
Q.  We've seen some guys this season end long victory droughts. How close do you 
think Rickie is to joining that group? 
 
RORY McILROY:  Yeah, he's close, he's not that far away. I think everyone's seen how he 
played this week. Obviously things didn't quite go his way today, but he didn't hit -- I was 
keeping an eye on him.  
 
Rickie's a close friend of mine and I want to see him do well, so I was keeping a close eye 
on his game today as well just to see how he played. There's maybe a couple of loose shots 
in there, but he hit -- the 5-iron he hit into 11 was all I needed to see. He hit an awesome 
5-iron into 11, and to play a shot like that in the final round with pressure and still having a 
chance to win, I think that means his game's coming around. All I needed to see was that 
one shot on 11 and it was a pure golf shot. If he can keep repeating that swing, he'll be back 
to where he wants to be.  
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RACHEL NOBLE:  With that, we'll close out. Rory, congratulations once again. 
 
RORY McILROY:  Thank you.  
  


