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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW  
October 16, 2021      
 
RORY McILROY  ( -19) 
 
 
Q.  Rory, just general reactions to the round to begin with? 
 
RORY McILROY:  Yeah, it was good. I mean, I ended -- I made a nice par save on 2 to stay 
even par. Then I sort of got it going from there, made five in a row on the front nine there. 
Then ended up with birdie on nine, so went out in 30. Sort of felt like I played the back nine a 
little similar to yesterday. There was a lot of pars, a few chances. I birdied -- I guess I birdied 
the holes that I should birdie on the back nine, the par 5, the drivable par 4 and the eagle on 
the last was a little bit of a bonus. After the front nine, I did what I needed to do on the back 
nine. I probably felt like I left a couple out there, but I'm not going to complain. 
 
Q.  Is it a challenge to be patient in a birdie-fest as opposed to a U.S. Open, especially 
when you're nine back? 
 
RORY McILROY:  Yeah, I mean, I think on a course like this you're going to have stretches 
where you're going to play good golf and hit good shots and maybe just not hole the putts. I 
played an eight-hole stretch yesterday in even par, I made eight pars in row. It was nice to 
finish with a birdie last night.  
 
Then today I played a stretch of golf, played nine holes in 6 under and all of a sudden you 
feel a little better about yourself.  
 
Yeah, I mean the big thing is I've played the last two days keeping it in the short stuff and I 
haven't made any bogeys. That's huge. I said to Harry yesterday, I can't remember the last 
time I played a round of golf without a bogey and now I've played two rounds in a row, so 
that's nice to see. 
 
Q.  When you're nine shots back starting the day, what would you have been happy 
with coming out of it? 
 
RORY McILROY:  Honestly, I don't even know. I just wanted to go out there and play a 
good round of golf. I knew that I was capable of shooting lower than I have shot the last 
couple of days, but you never know. Every hole basically on this course is a birdie chance, 
so you just try to put it in play, give yourself a putt at it on the green and go from there. 
 
Q.  Have you birdied every hole this week? 
 
RORY McILROY:  No, I haven't birdied the second, I haven't birdied the fourth. No, I did 
birdie the fourth, I think. Birdied 5, birdied 6, birdied 7. I haven't birdied 8, I don't think so. 
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Q.  Ten? 
 
RORY McILROY:  Birdied 10. Yeah, I don't know. Yeah, I was trying to work out our best 
ball today.  Is that what was? I'll take that. First 59 on Tour. 
 
Q.  What are you thinking about tomorrow? 
 
RORY McILROY:  It's an exciting day for me. I said to Fred there, I'm working on a few 
things in my game not necessarily swing related, but more mental stuff, routine, 
visualization, things that I've done pretty well this week for three days, but it's exciting to try 
to do those things when you're under a little more pressure tomorrow and you're trying to win 
a golf tournament. So I'm excited to see how that goes. 
 
Q.  Is the little one here?  
 
RORY McILROY:  No, no. They're enjoying fall up in upstate New York. They're having a 
good time up there. 
 
  


