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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW  
October 15, 2021      
 
SCOTT PAREL  ( -7) 
 
 
Q.  We're here with Scott Parel, he's the leader headed into the clubhouse. What was 
your round like today? Can you talk about it a little bit? 
 
SCOTT PAREL:  I putted really well today. You know, I hit the ball good. I've been trending 
in the right direction as far as that's concerned. I worked on my alignment a little bit this 
week and putted great. The greens are absolutely fantastic, probably the best ones we play 
all year, Bermuda like I grew up on. Yeah, putted great. 
 
Q.  Excited to have sort of a good start to this tournament? 
 
SCOTT PAREL:  Yeah, yeah, for sure. You know, if you want to have a chance to win, 
you've got to shoot low out here. So to shoot 7 under and give myself a chance in position, 
that's all you're asking for. 
 
Q.  You talked about the greens a little bit, but is that what you think really made this 
score as low as it is today? 
 
SCOTT PAREL:  I think so. I drove the ball good. I didn't hit -- I don't think I hit anything 
super close, so I made a bunch of 12-, 15-footers. I had a couple good shots on one par 5, a 
two-putt, but for the most part it wasn't like I was hitting it three feet. I was keeping it in play 
off the tee and hitting most of the greens, and when I missed a green, I was always in a 
pretty good spot to where I was able to get up and down. 
 
Q.  What do you feel like you have to do differently tomorrow to keep this -- 
 
SCOTT PAREL:  Nothing. I mean, I'd love to do that again. Am I going to make that many 
feet of putts tomorrow? Probably not, so I'd like to hit it a little bit closer. But if I can keep 
driving the ball well and just play good, smart golf, I think I'll be okay. 
 
Q.  What happened on that hole, I was watching on the TV up there where it like, did it 
hit the lip of the bunker? 
 
SCOTT PAREL:  On 17? 
 
Q.  Is that what happened? 
 
SCOTT PAREL:  I was just laying up with a 6-iron and right on my downswing -- the gnats 
were pretty bad -- a gnat flew right in my ear and I flinched on it. And I mean, that was really 
lucky for that ball to stop short of the hazard like that to where I could get it up there 
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somewhere around the green to make par. That's one of those things, that has to happen for 
you to shoot a good score when you're not striping every shot. That was pretty fortunate. 
 
Q.  So you felt it? You felt the gnat? 
 
SCOTT PAREL:  Oh, yeah. He went right in my ear right on the downswing and I just 
flinched at it. I'm not the greatest out of fairway bunkers, but I'm a little better than that most 
of the time. I don't usually top them very often out of the bunker. 
 
Q.  Does that happen often, bugs? 
 
SCOTT PAREL:  Bugs, normally it's not on you, it's on the ball or somehow it's distracting 
you between your eyesight and the ball as you're making a swing. Normally they're not in 
your face or in your ear. And it was just at a point where, you know, if I'm setting up to it, I'm 
going to back off, but when you're right here and it happens, there's nothing you can do 
about it. Doesn't happen often luckily. There'd be some ugly shots out there. 
  


