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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW  
October 14, 2021      
 
KEITH MITCHELL  ( -10) 
 
 
Q.  So a couple missed cuts before coming into this week. What kind of clicked today 
for you out there? 
 
KEITH MITCHELL:  I mean, I hate to say everything, but everything clicked. I felt a lot better 
about my swing. I was striking the ball better. Really spent a lot of time the last four or five 
days working on it. I felt a little rusty coming off from the offseason, I can attribute that to a 
lot more fishing and not as much golf. Got to thank Cisco for that one.  Honestly, I just 
started getting back in my rhythm. Then my putting coach was out here first couple days and 
just really locked me in and felt a lot better. Fortunately enough, it transferred to the golf 
course. 
 
Q.  And then just overall thoughts on the course and what you'll need to be doing to 
just keep this consistency for the rest of the week? 
 
KEITH MITCHELL:  Well, if you hit the fairways, you have good chances. It's that simple, 
because if you miss the fairways, the desert is a big penalty. It just depends on luck after 
that. So if you can hit it in the fairways and then keep having really good speed on my putts, 
then I feel like we'll have a chance because there's enough birdie opportunities that if you do 
that, you can take advantage of them, but if you get out of position out here, it can bite you. 
 
Q.  Guys were saying earlier today Keith Mitchell had more birdies than pars. That 62 
ties your career low round. Describe how this day came together for you.  
 
KEITH MITCHELL:  It was great out there today. I really felt a lot better about my game than 
the last couple weeks. Spent a lot of time, even after missing the cut last week, Saturday, 
Sunday, Monday grinding. I needed it. Then my putting coach came out here this week, left 
today, but he helped me so much and it really, it really showed today. 
 
Q.  It certainly showed today, you're leading the field so far Strokes Gained:  Putting. 
What was one putt today that was really important for your momentum? 
 
KEITH MITCHELL:  Definitely the par 5, No. 3. I didn't hit a great shot from the fairway and 
had a really tough chip, put it up there about 20 feet or so, I'm not exactly sure. But when 
that putt went in with good speed, I really felt like I had a chance today. And the very next 
one went in on the next hole and that's when I knew, all right, let's try to keep the pedal 
down. 
 
Q.  Fun days on the PGA TOUR, started at 3, you made five birdies in a row, you end 
up 10 under par. Just thoughts on how this day went for you? 
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KEITH MITCHELL:  The putter was hot, it's that simple. My putting coach was here the 
beginning of the week and we got a lot of good work in. When that first putt went in on 3 and 
the next one went in on 4, I just felt like the floodgates were open. 
 
Q.  And these greens, the golf course looks beautiful to the naked eye. What's it like 
for you guys? Especially the greens, they seem really pure.  
 
KEITH MITCHELL:  They are. I definitely got a good wave, I was in the early part of the 
afternoon so I'll get to go tomorrow morning early and have even better greens. So hopefully 
I can keep my putting in the shape that it's in and hopefully it will transfer all the way to 
Sunday. 
 
Q.  Coming down the stretch, you guys not only have to deal with the elevation 
change here, but the wind's picked up for you guys. Did it make it any more difficult 
on club selection? 
 
KEITH MITCHELL:  Definitely on 16, there's a lot of elevation on 16. It's a really pretty par 3, 
but it plays about 16, 17 yards downhill and it was straight into the wind, so it was just hitting 
all the way up that slope and your ball's just getting crushed up there. Unfortunately, didn't 
catch it solid on that hole, came up a little short, but had a good up-and-down. But then 18's 
downwind, so if you can get it in the fairway, it's a little bit easier. 
 
Q.   It was 357 off the tee, by the way, if you were interested in the tee shot.  
 
I don't know if anybody told you that, but yesterday during Rory McIlroy's press 
conference he was asked if there would ever be a pro to win eight or nine times on the 
PGA TOUR. He said, I don't think so. He said, These guys are too good out here. Then 
they said, well, name a guy that we're -- not Jon Rahm or somebody, who's a good 
player that mixes in well. He goes, Keith Mitchell. He goes, I played with Keith at Wells 
Fargo, and he looked at the guys and he said, He's a heck of a golfer. That's a nice 
compliment.  
 
KEITH MITCHELL:  Anything Rory says is always taken to heart because he is probably 
one of the most looked-up-to guys out here. He always says the right thing and he always 
means it when he says it, and for him to say something about me, it means a lot because 
right now he's always -- not right now, he's always been one of the superstars out here. So 
for him to say that, just coming from such a quality guy is really cool. I heard a little rumbling, 
you gave a nice little add to it, so I'm going to take it with some pride. 
  


