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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
October 14, 2021      
 
BERNHARD LANGER 
 
 
Q.  We're here with Bernhard Langer. You've played this course many times and 
you've had great success. What do you like about Prestonwood Country Club? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  I think it's a really challenging and demanding golf course. Because 
the type of grass we have here, bermudagrass, you need to hit the fairways. Whenever you 
go in the rough, the ball sinks down. Bermudagrass is not strong enough to keep the ball 
afloat or whatever on top, so it always goes to the bottom, which then makes it very 
challenging to know how far, is it going to be a knuckleball or a flyer or what's going to 
happen out of the rough. You can't spin it, you can't control the distance and therefore you 
need to hit the fairways. So it's very demanding on driving. 
 
Then the golf course is fantastic here every year. It's some of the best greens we putt all 
year. If you can putt and read these greens, you can make a ton of putts. 
 
There's some pretty long holes and a couple of shorter holes. You can take chances on 
some of the holes and sometimes you need to maybe aim away from the pin, but it has 
everything. You've got water, bunkers, trees, rough, and it's a great layout. And the people 
here treat us unbelievable. 
 
Q.  Last year we didn't have fans because of COVID. Are you excited to have them 
back? What's that going to be like? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Oh, absolutely. We are entertainers and we're used to having 
crowds and people and we're used to getting some feedback; did that ball end up close to 
the hole or not? We can't always see.  
 
It was really weird playing during COVID times where you hit a shot and you think, well, that 
looks good, but you can't see it and there's nobody up there to tell you. So it's great to have 
the people back and see the excitement. It's great for them as well, I think. We raise more 
money for charity. 
 
Q.  Do you keep your eye on the Money List? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Every once in a while, not every day. But I think every golfer out 
here on this tour wants to win the Schwab Cup. It's the same on the PGA TOUR, they want 
to win the FedExCup. That's just part of being a professional. You want to be one of the best 
or the best and that's why we practice and play every day. 
 
Q.  What would it mean to win it for the sixth time? 
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BERNHARD LANGER:  It would mean a great deal really because last year, because of 
COVID, we went two years. If we hadn't gone two years, I probably would have won last 
year because I was on top at the end of last year. So not that it owes me anything, that's not 
how life is, but at age 64, to do it again and beat all these 50-, 51-, 52-year-olds would be an 
amazing feat. But I know it's not going to be easy. It's a long few weeks ahead of us and a 
lot of really good players snapping at my heels. Whoever plays best the next four weeks will 
pull it off. 
 
Q.  These next (no microphone.)  
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  You get good vibes and you feel comfortable. I have won on all 
three of the next places, so I feel good about that. I have not won in Phoenix yet, so I'd 
better get some bonus points the next few weeks to be ready for Phoenix. 
 
Q.  Will you be able to hold both trophies? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Oh, yeah. If I have to, I can. I'll go in the gym a little longer so I can 
figure it out. 
 
Q.  Is it crazy that we're -- this is a super season that we've had this year, I think it's 
like 35 or 36 events between the two years. Is it crazy that we're at the final regular 
season event this week? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Yeah, it's always, you know, it's always a long season. When you 
come into October, November and you go, wow, it's been a long time of playing golf, it's nice 
to look forward to a few weeks off. These two years have been especially long because 
there was uncertainty at the beginning of 2020, what would happen, when will we get out, 
will we ever get out, that kind of thing. But the PGA TOUR handled it very well and we were 
one of the maybe the first sports to get back through COVID and get out here, and we were 
one of those sports that had, whatever, 70, 80 percent of us were vaccinated as well, which 
did away with testing. We set great examples for others to follow and it's good to be back to 
some kind of normal. 
 
Q.  I know there's like a lot of pressure over the next like four weeks or whatever it is, 
but is it also like cool when you think about? I mean, you're going to be battling like 
Jim Furyk, Jerry Kelly, Ernie Els, Miguel Angel, like there's just so many big names at 
the top that are going to be going toe to toe over the next month. 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Yeah, it is exciting. A little nerve wracking at the same time, but it is 
exciting to think here I am, 64, still competing with the very best over 50 from all over the 
world really, and they're all really, really good players. As you say, all are either Hall of 
Famers, major winners or very accomplished golfers and had tremendous careers. So 
there's no pushovers, they're in the top-10 or top-20 and it's going to be a real battle down to 
the end. 


