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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW  
October 14, 2021      
 
RICKIE FOWLER  ( -6) 
 
 
Q.  Great way to start the tournament. What were you concentrating on coming into 
this week? 
 
RICKIE FOWLER:  Building off last week. I had a nice finish on Friday, unfortunately to miss 
the cut by one, but some hard work over the six-week break that I had before coming to 
Vegas. I knew it was the right stuff, it's been paying off. So really just sticking -- kind of just 
picking spots, hitting shots, trusting swings.  
 
And left some out there today, but I'm definitely happy with the start. And I feel comfortable 
around this place. Summit's a place that I spent a little bit of time at before, but definitely 
thankful to CJ for having me here and trying to take advantage of that. 
 
Q.  I understand you spent a little bit of time with Butch Harmon while you've been out 
here. What's something that you guys have been working on? 
 
RICKIE FOWLER:  Yeah, so obviously having the weekend off last week, the course here 
was closed and I wanted to hit balls. So it's always fun to catch up with Butchie, he's 
someone that's just fun to be around, and on top of that it was nice got to use the facility 
over there, hit some balls.  
 
For me, for the most part, since I worked with him for such a long time in kind of the middle 
part of my career there, I think just getting kind of like his stamp of approval. He loved 
everything that Taylor and I were working on, so it's just fun to be around him. He was 
excited to see Allison and so spent some time with him, his wife, Christy, as well. As I said, 
he's just fun to be around and he loved what we were working on. He just said go play and 
keep trusting it. 
 
Q.  Rickie, solid round today, six birdies, no bogeys and that included that stretch that 
started at 5 where you made four in a row and I think the longest putt might have been 
10, 11 feet. Your thoughts on the round? 
 
RICKIE FOWLER:  Definitely happy with it. There were definitely some scores out there 
today, but it's not like it played easy. You drive it well around this place, you're going to have 
a lot of opportunities. A little bit of a slow start. I just told myself stay patient. I knew there 
was going to be a time I could hit a couple close, just get the ball rolling. Like you said, I did 
that, I did that. I hit a few close, I didn't have to make too many long putts. Tried to keep 
things going. I had some good looks on the back nine, was able to get a couple more 
coming in, left a couple out there, but definitely happy with the start. 
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Q.  What did you learn playing this course today? Had you played here before? 
Playing today, how does that help you the next three days? What did you learn? 
 
RICKIE FOWLER:  I spent a little bit of time around here the last couple years. We actually 
have a condo here that we currently just, or it's in the process of selling. No, I love Discovery 
properties, so this is one where we spent some time, Mike Meldman's a very close friend of 
ours, so it was kind of a dream come true with CJ working out to have the tournament here 
at Summit.  CJ, obviously very thankful for them to give me an opportunity to play.  
 
No, today was more just go out and trust what I've done before out here, kind of stick to the 
way I've played the course before. There's some holes where sometimes in tournament golf 
you think about maybe laying back or not always hitting driver, but typically when we're 
playing for fun, driver's pretty much the main club. 
  


