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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
October 14, 2021      
 
ERNIE ELS 
 
 
Q.  I was just reminiscing about last year, the race with like 19 guys within a shot of 
the lead and racing the rain and then you went birdie-birdie and just made it all moot.  
 
ERNIE ELS:  Wow, is that what it was, 19 guys? 
 
Q.  I think it was eight. I may be exaggerating. 
 
ERNIE ELS:  I was just looking at who was leading, I was just trying to chase that number. I 
think it was Collin and Darren Clarke. But then again, the rain was coming down, felt like I 
was playing in a different country. It wasn't blowing too much, but it was cold and rainy.   
 
On 18 I hit a perfect drive, and then I think I pulled my second shot, you know. I really just 
wanted to get it to the hole, just give it a chance, and for some reason it went in the hole. 
Crazy thing. I actually had to watch it on the replay to see how quick that putt was going. It 
was probably going to go six, seven feet by, but that's all history and it went in. 
 
No. 17 was a big hole. I couldn't get to that green in two. I pitched the ball to about eight 
feet, made that putt. Putted the ball so well on that last day and I think that was the 
difference. 
 
Q.  I vaguely remember you in the clubhouse watching Monty finish maybe with a 
bottle of wine at that point possibly? 
 
ERNIE ELS:  Not quite yet. Jerry Kelly was sitting behind me and he was like, "You want a 
glass?" I said, "No, no, just wait a bit, just wait a little bit."  
 
Then obviously when Colin, I think when he didn't make the putt here on 17, you know, that 
was that. I still didn't have a glass because I had to do a golf day the next day and I wanted 
to be in good shape for that next day. But after Richmond we had a couple, we had a 
celebration. It was a big tournament. 
 
Today I played with the boss himself and what an unbelievable gentleman. What he's done 
is just incredible. The community and the whole place here is just fantastic. It's good to be 
back. 
 
Q.  Obviously not the first time you've been the defending champion at a tournament, 
but what is that like, especially -- I imagine it's a little different on this tour. It's a little 
more ceremonial maybe than it was a few years back for you. What's that like? 
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ERNIE ELS:  Yeah, it's great. I mean, I came in late, I had some other things to do 
unfortunately, but I came in late, but it's my first day here back so I'm really taking it in. 
 
It's a good feeling. I haven't won too much in the last 10 years, and again for almost a year 
now I haven't won again, so I've got to get going again. So this is giving me good vibes 
again that I can reminisce of the shots I played and the things I did from last year, so 
hopefully that will help me a little bit this week. But it's been wonderful to be defending 
champion again. It doesn't happen too often. 
 
Q.  I'm glad you brought it up, I was going to ask. Some top-10s, a second, obviously 
some results. Because of the way the Money List works this year, you're still fourth in 
that good position, but what do you want to get out of this week in that regard and 
has there been any one thing that's kind of held you back? 
 
ERNIE ELS:  Yeah, I haven't really struck the ball as good as I did last year. Just finally I'm 
starting to work on some good thoughts, so I want to put that together. I'm starting to hit 
some better shots. 
 
The greens are unbelievable. If I can play the way I did last year, get the putter going. So 
everything's been lacking a little bit. My short game hasn't been that sharp, iron play, 
everything's been a little bit off, but I feel like it's coming around.  I had a better week last 
week, a bit of a slow Sunday.  
 
But I want to get a win before the end of the year. That's the way for me to get into 
contention of trying to win the Charles Schwab Cup. I haven't won all year and I feel I need 
to up my game and try to win one of these tournaments. We've got great events. We've got 
a great event this week, next week is as good a golf course as this week and then we've got 
the last two, so I need to get going. 
  


