
 

                                                                             Tee-Scripts.com 
 

1 

PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
October 13, 2021      
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON 
 
 
RACHEL NOBLE:  We would like to welcome Dustin Johnson into the virtual interview room 
here at THE CJ CUP @ SUMMIT. He's making his season debut.  
 
Dustin, you won the Masters last November, had nine top-10 finishes and finished 8th in the 
FedExCup standings. If you can just give us a recap of your season. 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, I thought it was, obviously got off to a good start last fall but, 
you know, didn't play quite as well as I would have liked to during the year, but felt like I 
started to play a little bit better towards the end of the season. You know, obviously had a 
really nice Ryder Cup and hopefully can just build off of that a little bit. The game's starting 
to turn around. Obviously kind of took the last couple weeks off, so trying to get back into the 
swing of things here this week. 
 
RACHEL NOBLE:  And with that, you'll be making your first start at THE CJ CUP this week. 
Just some overall thoughts on the tournament experience and then this being a different 
course at the Summit club and your thoughts on the course. 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, I mean, I think it's -- yeah, it's my first time playing CJ CUP. 
They're doing a great job with the tournament, they're great hosts. And then obviously 
playing out here at Summit, I've played here a few times and yeah, it's a great course, it's in 
good condition, so it should be a great week. 
 
RACHEL NOBLE:  And with that we'll open it up for questions from media on the line. 
 
Q.  Dustin, I'm just curious, does this seem like -- does it feel like the start of a new 
season to you or is it just a continuation and you just had a couple weeks off? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, more of a continuation with a couple weeks off. You know, felt 
like especially the last 18 months, played a lot of golf tournaments and with not really a lot of 
breaks. I'm going to play this week and then, you know, hopefully I'm going to have a nice 
little break here for the rest of the year. 
 
Q.  Is it incentive for you to get to Maui? Is that on your mind at all? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, I mean, It would definitely like to qualify for Maui, so that's 
definitely something that I'll always shoot for and it's a golf tournament that I always love 
playing. I feel like that's a good start to the year if you're playing in Maui. 
 
Q.  Lastly, is there any particular stat of your game that you were most frustrated with 
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last year and that you're trying to work on heading into the new season? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, I feel like for the most part my iron play wasn't quite as strong 
as I would have liked it to be, so definitely work on that a lot this offseason. Then I can 
always drive it and putt it and wedge it better, so kind of work on everything, really. 
 
Q.  DJ, just wanted to get your reaction to the USGA putting out yesterday the local 
rule about no clubs longer than 46 inches. 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  I mean, it doesn't really matter to me just because I don't use a club 
longer than that, but I don't really understand it just because the longer the club, the harder it 
is to hit on the planet. So I feel like if someone can hit a 48-inch driver and hit it straight, 
more power to them. I've tried it, I've hit longer clubs and yeah, it goes further, but it also 
goes a lot more crooked. 
 
Q.  Dustin, I know you said you've played Summit a couple times, but can you talk 
about the approach you guys take when you're at a new venue that most of you have 
never seen before, if there's any extra work that goes in on these first couple days 
and whether you think someone like Collin and Maverick have an advantage since 
they're members out here? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  I mean, obviously they play here a lot, so they're going to know the 
course a lot better than the rest of the field. It's more the greens. The greens here, they're 
good, but they're not that easy to read them and obviously if you play here a lot, you know 
the greens a little bit better than the rest. But you've still got to go out and play golf and hit 
good golf shots. 
 
Q.  As far as the course, it seems like it's one of the tougher ones to walk. Do you 
think physical fitness is going to play a part this week? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah. I mean, I don't feel like it's too bad. It's got some hills, but it's 
not that bad of a walk. Anytime you're especially playing up here and it's a lot of ups and 
downs, but the walk's not too bad. I don't think that's going to be -- play a big part of it. 
 
But as far as learning a golf course, you know, our yardage books are so good, so you've 
got all the numbers and you kind of -- it shows you where you need to hit it. Yeah, obviously 
just playing the course a couple times, kind of getting used to it is mainly what we try to do. 
 
Q.  Writing a story on sports betting, obviously specifically to golf and it's being 
embraced, the PGA TOUR has an official relationship that's bringing new people to 
the game. What's the first thing that comes to your mind about sports betting impact 
on golf and following the different odds, et cetera? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  I mean, I don't -- obviously I don't really follow golf betting. Other 
sports maybe. Obviously it's good, I think it's good for the game just because, like you said, 



 

                                                                             Tee-Scripts.com 
 

3 

it brings a lot more people who are going to be interested in it. So yeah, I don't see anything 
wrong with it and I think it's good for the game just because, like you said, it brings a lot 
more interest to it. 
 
Q.  What's the best part about hanging with Butch when you come to Vegas? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Mostly just the stories, that's always a good time. You're always 
laughing a lot and you always have a lot of fun. 
 
Q.  Do you get any work done? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Here and there, get a little bit of work done in between. 
 
Q.  All right. And then last one, a little bit out of left field, have you ever thought down 
the road about being a Ryder Cup captain or do you think you would be a good one? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, I would love to do it one day. Yeah, I think it would be fun. I 
think I would be a good captain. Yeah, it's something that I definitely would like to do at 
some point. 
 
Q.  Why would you be a good captain? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Well, I feel like I would let the guys just do their thing. I think that's 
most important. The players are very good, I don't need to tell them how to play a golf 
course or tell them what to do, but just put them in the situation where they can succeed. I 
feel like I've got a good relationship with most of the players out here, and hopefully I'll be 
out here long enough to where I'll know the guys that are going to be on the team. 
 
Q.  And I don't know how much you ever like look back at highlights of some of your 
golf. Do you do that a lot, go back and watch highlights of tournaments where you do 
well? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, some of them I do, absolutely. 
 
Q.  If you had your choice, would you go back and look at your performance at the 
Ryder Cup or would you go back and watch the press conference? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Both. 
 
Q.  Where do you think you performed better? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  On the golf course. 
 
Q.  By a big margin or a small margin? 
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DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Well, you can't win any points in the press conference, so the golf 
course. 
 
Q.  Mate, you won plenty of points in that press conference, let me tell you. I just 
wanted to know like when do you reset your goals and your stat goals, et cetera. Is it 
after the TOUR Championship or December 31?  
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, more like, yeah, after TOUR Championship. Kind of maybe like 
just probably once I go back home from here, kind of reevaluate everything. When I 
start -- once I start getting ready for next year, so probably later in November, early to late 
November. 
 
Q.  So I know a few years ago you pinpointed the wedge play and you really cracked 
down on that. Do you prefer to find that one stat or two stats and give yourself that 
sort of narrow focus or do you try to be sort of more well rounded? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Well, obviously to be a good player, you've got to be very well 
rounded. Yeah, I'll look at it and if there's an area that I feel like there's a lot of room for 
improvement, maybe I'll focus more on that area, but you've still got to work on everything. 
 
Q.  And one more, a few years ago at Kapalua you were asked did you see sort of a 
seven-, eight-win season out there for a player anymore like Tiger and guys used to 
do. Do you still see that out there? Is that something you think you could do, seven or 
eight wins in a season?  
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, I believe it's possible. Obviously if I can get my game back to 
the form it was kind of towards the end of last year, yeah, I definitely feel like it's possible. 
Obviously it would be an incredible season, especially with the level of talent that's out here 
nowadays, but yeah, it's definitely possible. 
 
Q.  One last thing as it relates and I'm speaking specific to tournament golf, what 
causes you to get bored with playing? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  When I'm not playing well, I don't like it, get bored. But I don't really -- I 
don't know if I get bored with playing -- not playing golf, especially not in a tournament. 
Sometimes with practice, but obviously to be successful and do what I want to do, you have 
to practice. That's why that's one good thing about the sport is you kind of set your own 
schedule. So if I'm on the range and I start to get bored, I just leave. 
 
Q.  Gotcha. How hard do you grind? What's your grind level? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  It just depends. Every day's a little different. You know, are you talking 
about at a tournament or at home? 
 
Q.  More at home, I think, like when you're getting ready. This doesn't really count 
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because it's kind of out of the middle of the season. 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Right. I mean, like I said, every day's a little bit different. Some days I 
can practice and hit balls and go play for I guess with all of it total maybe six or seven hours 
and some days I might be at the course for half an hour. 
 
Q.  And then the back end of this is what's the longest you can take away from the 
Tour before you get bored of whatever it is you're doing, that you're itching to get 
back? What's the longest you can go, do you think, or are we about to find out? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, we'll see. (Laughs.) You know, not that long because I love the 
competition. I love being out here and playing and competing and playing in tournaments, 
but for me it's definitely good to take some time off, but more like in the offseason. If it's in 
the middle of the season, you know, maybe about a month would probably be about the 
longest time that you would want to maybe take a break for. I feel like, yeah, because 
especially during the season or like the big part of the year, it's hard to get away for too long 
because for me kind of staying in that competitive mode's kind of how you stay sharp and 
how you continue to play well. 
 
Q.  Are you bored right now? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yes. (Laughs.) 
 
Q.  So am I. Thank you.   
 
RACHEL NOBLE:  That's it for questions, Dustin. Appreciate the time as always. Good luck 
this week. 
 


