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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
October 13, 2021      
 
SUNGJAE IM 
 
 
(Through interpreter) 
 
RACHEL NOBLE:  We would like to welcome Sungjae Im into the virtual interview room 
here at THE CJ CUP @ SUMMIT, the PGA's Tour's most recent winner.  
 
Sungjae, you're making your third start of the season with two top-25 finishes and your 
second career win coming at last week's Shriners Children's Open. If we can just get a recap 
of your solid start to the season so far.  
 
SUNGJAE IM:  My goal in the beginning of the season was to win this year and to do that in 
my second start, obviously I achieved that goal already, so I'm pretty happy. 
 
RACHEL NOBLE:  Next question is, you're making your fourth start at THE CJ CUP, a 
different course this year as we're at the Summit club. If we can just get some comments on 
the tournament overall and your thoughts on the course?  
 
SUNGJAE IM:  Yes, this is my fourth start at THE CJ CUP and I will do my best to perform 
at my highest. I did play a practice round yesterday and today and just thought about the 
course, the front nine seems to be a bit short. It gets longer in the back nine, so it's important 
to I think course management, try to score as low as possible to finish strong here at the 
Summit. 
 
Q.  (Speaking Korean.)  Did I say that right, Danny? 
 
SUNGJAE IM:  What did you say? 
 
Q.  Never mind. I tried speaking Korean for you, Sungjae. 
 
SUNGJAE IM:  I didn't understand. 
 
Q.  Yeah, me, neither. Since you've played a hundred times on the PGA TOUR, what is 
the hard is part about winning? 
 
SUNGJAE IM:  So every single tournament on the PGA TOUR from my experience these 
past three years is just every single week is a battle. Everyone has a chance to win. The 
PGA TOUR in itself is a meeting ground for all the world-class golfers week in and week out, 
so I feel like it's very, very difficult out here. 
 
Q.  Should golf fans be more impressed with the fact that you won twice or that you're 
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ranked so highly in the world because you have to consistently play well to get there? 
 
SUNGJAE IM:  Winning is obviously a big achievement and something I always try to do, 
but from a fan's perspective, I think they love to see my consistency throughout the years. 
And I think the higher rank in the world, it really reflects my consistency on Tour. That's what 
I try to do every year is try to stay consistent. 
 
Q.  I have two more if that's okay. As much golf as you play, because you play more 
tournaments than anybody, on the weeks when you don't, do you still watch golf on 
TV, and if so, why? 
 
SUNGJAE IM:  On the weeks off I tend not to watch too much golf, but I do check the 
scores on my app, but it's a preparation for my following week. So to answer your question, I 
don't watch too much TV on golf. 
 
Q.  Mate, when you watched the Ryder Cup and saw how well the young American 
team did, did that inspire you guys for the International Team or did it put some worry 
in you? Like how do you think you guys will fare in a year's time? 
 
SUNGJAE IM:  I was certainly impressed with all the young guns in the Ryder Cup. I'm in 
the same age group or similar age group and I would like to take that momentum and 
perform well on the International Team. When I watched the Ryder Cup, I have to compete 
against them as well, so it definitely gives you motivation. 
 
Q.  And if I could ask, Captain Trevor said that you have the potential to be one of the 
best if not the best player in the world in the coming years. Is that the sort of 
compliment you like to hear and does that help you sort of on your journey? 
 
SUNGJAE IM:  It's a very overwhelming comment and I'm very thankful. I feel like I'm still a 
long ways to go to be the top player in the world, but I have a goal in mind and I always try to 
continue to get better every day, so one day hopefully I can become that good player. 
 
RACHEL NOBLE:  What does it mean for you to be playing in THE CJ CUP knowing that 
CJ sponsors you as well? 
 
SUNGJAE IM:  It's meaningful in many ways, especially that it is my main sponsor and also 
that CJ started sponsoring me from the beginning of my first year on Tour, so very grateful. 
And now that CJ's sponsoring a very great tournament on the PGA TOUR, I do want to 
perform well this week.  
 
Q.  Is the traffic worse in Atlanta or Korea? 
 
SUNGJAE IM:  I would say it's similar. Seoul metropolitan areas are always congested. 
Where I live in Duluth, a little northeast of Atlanta, it's less congested as far as traffic goes, 
but I feel when I drive to the airport at times it gets pretty congested. 
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Q.  And I wanted to ask you, too, about your relationship with Stewart Cink, how much 
of a help he's been to you? 
 
SUNGJAE IM:  Stewart is a great person and I really thank him for everything. I got to meet 
Stewart many, many times while I'm practicing at TPC Sugarloaf. He's always been reaching 
out to me asking to play practice rounds together and I'm really grateful of his mentorship. 
 
Q.  And one last thing if I could, in terms of looking up to somebody as a young 
Korean golfer, how did you look at K.J. Choi and Y.E. Yang? K.J.for his consistent 
great play and Y.E. being the first to win a major, what was more meaningful? 
 
SUNGJAE IM:  I learned a lot from both, K.J. and Y.E. Obviously, yes, as younger players, 
so I'm looking up to K.J. and Y.E. playing on the PGA TOUR just to see them win 
tournaments on the world's best Tour, that definitely gave me motivation to one day possibly 
make it out here and do the same thing. K.J. showed consistency throughout his career, 
which I try to resemble in my game. And Y.E., when he beat Tiger in that PGA 
Championship, it really gave me thrills and it really gave me the higher goal to possibly make 
it onto the Tour one day and do the same thing. 
 
Q.  Were you rooting for Y.E. or Tiger that day? 
 
SUNGJAE IM:  Honestly, I wasn't watching the broadcast live, I just saw the highlights and 
the final putt at the end, so I was happy for Y.E.  
 
RACHEL NOBLE:  With that, we'll transition to our Korean media questions moderated by 
Hogul.  
  


