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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW  
October 10, 2021      
 
PHIL MICKELSON  ( -15) 
 
 
Q.  Miguel would not go away, would he? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  No, he played great. 
 
Q.  He's relentless. 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  He was, and he played some really good golf. He made a great 
up-and-down on 13 and the shot on 14 was really impressive. That par 3, that's a hard pin, it 
rolls left of the pin, right of the pin. He just stuck it in there tight and wouldn't go away.  
 
I was appreciative that I was able to birdie two coming in and come out on top, but it was a 
tough day. I thought after birdieing the first three that it was going to be a really special 
round, but that drive on 5 kind of shook me and I had to kind of stabilize a little bit so I made 
a bunch of pars. When I started to feel a little bit better, I was able to try to make some 
birdies. 
 
Q.  Did you go left again on 5? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  I blocked it left on 5 and lost the ball in the trees there and ended up 
making a double. He birdied the hole, we had a three-shot swing and it was all I could do to 
fight him off. 
 
Q.  And 16, for the second day in a row you were in trouble and everything, but 
executed the par a little bit better today? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  Yeah, you know, I'm working on a shot, just hit that little stock cut. My 
provisional ball was just exactly what I was trying to do, just a stock cut driver in the fairway 
and I missed it left and that's been kind of the issue that I've had. So I've got some work to 
do on that.  
 
I thought that there were a number of times throughout the three rounds where I was a little 
bit -- I didn't quite drive it the way I wanted to, but there was also a lot of areas that I've seen 
a lot of improvement in my game, especially putting. I thought I putted really well. So I see 
some encouraging signs, I see some improvement and I also see some areas I need to work 
on. I'm looking forward to the challenge of doing that. 
 
Q.  With six majors and a PLAYERS and World Golf Championships and winning 
Ryder Cup teams, there are victories and there are victories, but where do you think 
you'll look back on this one? Maybe a little bit better because of who's running the 
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tournament, Jim and Tabitha? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  I think you're right. I think to be able to win a tournament that Jim and 
Tabitha have started and the way I look up to them and respect them and the hard work 
they've put into making this tournament unique and special, it's fun for me to come out on 
top.  
 
I really enjoyed this golf course, too. I think that it's a spectacular, fun golf course to play and 
a lot of the character of the course, the challenges, the subtleties on the greens, the little 
nuances, the bunkering, it's just really well done. 
 
Q.  Is it something you might like to do, like Stricker has one, Furyk has one. Would 
you like to do one?   
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  I'm not sure. I think seeing how much work it has taken the Furyks to 
have it run so smoothly, it's a little bit of a deterrent, to be honest. It's endless, it's been 
months and months of hard work. Seeing how much effort they put into it, it's not going to be 
easy to do that. 
 
Q.  What's your plans for the Schwab Cup Playoffs? Do you want to get to the 
Phoenix Country Club and play that event? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  So, I do. I enjoy playing golf in Phoenix and I haven't played there in a 
couple years and I'm looking forward to playing there, so I am looking forward to playing 
there. I'm going to play Richmond, the one that I won last year in Richmond, Dominion. I'm 
debating on the one before Schwab, but we'll see.  
 
I'm having fun playing in these. I don't feel like there are tournaments on the regular tour that 
are really exciting me to get out and play, so it's fun for me to get out here and work on a few 
things that I'm trying to improve on and play with guys that I know. Like, I know all these 
guys here. With that rain delay, I go into the locker room and everybody in there I know, 
whereas on the regular tour there's so many new, young, fresh players, I don't know who 
two-thirds of them are. 
 
Q.  I looked it up, you never played Miguel in the Ryder Cup singles; however, at a 
certain point do you enjoy when a tournament, a stroke play tournament, comes down 
to maybe a match play situation on the back nine? Do you enjoy that? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  I do enjoy it. It certainly wasn't match play given that we had a 
three-shot swing in one hole. And I have the ability to make a big number pretty quick, so I 
never want to discount my ability to make an 8. So I don't really think of it as match play as 
much, but we did have a few strokes between us and third and it was an exciting four holes 
to finish. 
 
Q.  Three out of four on the Champions Tour, can you speak to the -- did you expect 
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that? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  I don't know. It's a good start. I'm having fun, I'm having fun playing 
here. I'm enjoying being around the guys, I'm enjoying the golf courses, how I can be a little 
bit more aggressive and like when I made a mistake on No. 5, I can still recover. You do that 
on the regular tour, you just get eaten alive, you just can't make those mistakes there and 
have a chance to compete and contend and win. So I like how you don't have to be perfect 
and I can get away with a shot or two here or there, so it makes it fun to play and play 
aggressive. 
 
Q.  Padraig said the same thing about three days ago, that he was having trouble out 
there being perfect all the time. 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  Yeah. It's tough, it's tough. 
 
Q.  Do you think that what you bring to the Champions Tour in terms of fan 
excitement is going to benefit both the Tour and you in some other avenues? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  I think if I can play well in tournaments on the regular tour and compete 
and maybe win a time or two like at the PGA or -- and have some credibility when I come out 
here, I think that would be a good thing because it shows how high a level of performance 
goes on out here on the Champions Tour. If I can continue to stay up in the world rankings 
and compete in some regular tour events, when I do come out here, I hope to help out. 
 
Q.  Jacksonville has a lot of pride, they love THE PLAYERS Championship, but this 
tournament exposes you to kind of a different area of Jacksonville. Can you speak to 
the fans or some of your experiences kind of being on this side of town? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  I mean, this has always been a golf town, north side, south side, 
Jacksonville's always been a great golf town. Headquarters for the PGA TOUR's not far 
away and you've got so many great players. Then to have Jim and Tabitha, who genuinely 
care about the community the way they do, it was a really cool tournament with a lot of 
community support and it was fun for me to play and play well. 
  


