
 

                                                                             Tee-Scripts.com 
 

1 

ROUND 1 INTERVIEW  
October 8, 2021      
 
PHIL MICKELSON  ( -6) 
 
 
Q.  Phil, did the course change a whole lot from before and after you came back? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  We had, because of the rain, a little bit of some balls that would plug or 
maybe get a little mud, but it was really in great shape. They did a great job of getting the 
course ready, and draining it so quickly for us to go back out and play, that was really nice.  
 
Q.  And you birdied the last hole before the rain delay and you birdied the first one 
coming back. Obviously you're used to dealing with stuff like that, right? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  I made a good putt there on the first hole that we came back. I had 
already hit it close. I wasn't quite on when we got back out there, I just was a little bit off. I hit 
a few wayward shots, I just didn't feel great, but fought to for finish the round off and try to 
regroup for tomorrow. It's a good start, though. I didn't do any damage and made some good 
birdies on that front nine and I'll try to get that level of play back for tomorrow. 
 
Q.  Can you tell us about the shot on 13 where you wrapped it around? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  Well, I had a tight lie in that sand so you could really spin it and I just 
took like a 2-wood or kind of a mini driver face so I could get a flatter face and get a lot more 
side spin. Honestly, it wasn't -- it wasn't that hard of a shot because the lie was right. You 
just had to pull it off. 
 
Q.  One thing the guys coming out here for the first time, and you talk about 54 holes 
and how they have to learn how to be more aggressive in the first round, but that's 
the mentality you've had your whole life no matter what the round, isn't it? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  I mean, I like the fact that it's 54 holes. It's not anywhere near as 
mentally and physically draining as the regular tour and you don't have to be as perfect as 
on the PGA TOUR because the penalty for miss is so much greater there.  
 
Now, granted, the golf course is challenging here and there's some spots you've got to be 
careful, but for the most part it's just really fun being out here and playing fewer holes and 
being able to play aggressive, kind of like the way I like to play. It's been fun the few events 
I've played. 
  


