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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
October 7, 2021      
 
STEVE STRICKER 
 
 
Q.  First time here at Timuquana?  
 
STEVE STRICKER:  It is, yeah. Beautiful spot. 
 
Q.  What has Jim kind of told you guys as far as coming here to Jacksonville and 
seeing a different side of northeast Florida than THE PLAYERS? 
 
STEVE STRICKER:  Yeah, he said that it's a wonderful course, a great old-style course, it's 
a beautiful setting. My first time here just walking in and it is very pretty, so anxious to get 
out there on the course and see what it's all about. 
 
Q.  Steve, 10 days later is the euphoria, glow, however you want to define it, has it 
wore off at all or are you still feeling top of the world? 
 
STEVE STRICKER:  Yeah, I'm a little bit hungover still. Not as in alcohol hungover, but just 
still coming down from it, I think. Still just walking in here with it today, you know, the 
excitement from the people. Still get quite a few texts, people still reaching out.  
 
We've talked about it as a family, how surreal it's been, you know, that prior to Ryder Cup 
week we were going about our normal business and then the whole Ryder Cup seemed like 
a blur, it happened so fast. The results, you know, as we know what they were, and then 
after that we're watching our daughter play and make it to the state tournament. It's like back 
to reality and our normal living. 
 
Yeah, in the meantime that was sitting in our kitchen all week long, so pretty cool. My 
daughter took it yesterday -- I was telling somebody as we were walking in, she's doing 
homework and she grabbed it, put her computer right there and was doing her homework 
right in front of the Ryder Cup. So stuff like that is pretty weird, but it's pretty cool to be a part 
of it all. 
 
Q.  You had it at the Wisconsin game last week. 
 
STEVE STRICKER:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  I'm just curious, have the Bears offered an invitation? 
 
STEVE STRICKER:  The Packers, you know, I think I feel like I need to make a trip to 
Packers and kind of mend that relationship. You know, it's in the works. Maybe a Brewers 
game, throwing out a first pitch, stuff like that. There's still a lot of things going on, but it's 
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been pretty cool to be a part of it. 
 
Q.  At this point in your career do you feel like this is your biggest achievement, or is 
winning any kind of tournament in Wisconsin your biggest achievement? 
 
STEVE STRICKER:  Yeah, good question. I think this has been the neatest thing to be a 
part of, for sure. When you can be a part of a team, yeah, I would say it probably is. It ranks 
there at the very top just because of what we did, how the guys came together, being in 
Wisconsin, all that put together probably is at the very top. 
 
Q.  Steve, they just announced Brooks and Bryson are going to be doing their 
marquee match-up together.   
 
STEVE STRICKER:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  Can you kind of walk us through from your vantage point of the development of 
that now friendship, if we can call it that, over these last few weeks and months? 
 
STEVE STRICKER:  Yeah. I mean, it started for me, it was on my radar the whole time it 
was going down, right, when they're not getting along. So I reached out to them probably a 
month, two months prior to the Ryder Cup and asked them both to, could we take a step 
back here for the greater good of the team that we've got coming up in a couple months' 
time?  
 
They were both very good, they were both on the same page. It got to the point of during the 
Ryder Cup week that they both came to me and said that they would play with each other, 
that they were fine, they realized that they would make a good team, and if it came down to 
that, that they would be fine going out together. They were even talking about playing 
alternate shot format together. 
 
We kind of had it in our back pocket for like Saturday afternoon if we needed it, if we were 
down and we wanted to provide some sort of lift or spice to the team. But again, we talked 
about it, all our assistants talked about it. We felt like it may have been -- if we did put them 
together, that that story would have been bigger than the story itself, you know, the team 
and trying to win the cup. So we kind of shelved it, I guess. But that's how close this team 
became. To have these two guys that, you know, seemed not as very close that ended up 
giving each other a hug in the press conference at the end, yeah, it was really kind of a 
magical week and a magical thing that happened with those two guys. It's good to see them 
kind of put it aside for this thing to happen. 
 
Q.  Steve, what kind of captain do you think you would have been if you didn't have 
this one first? 
 
STEVE STRICKER:  Yeah, I learned a lot. Obviously I was a part of -- an assistant captain 
in '14, '15, '16 and then the captaincy of this and learned a lot there. I learned a lot from 
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every captain that I was under, so I had a ton of experience.  
 
Yeah, this meant a lot, too. It was a big learning deal for me just to feel like you have control 
of the team, you know, which I'm not that kind of an outgoing personality to tell these guys 
what to do and all that kind of stuff. So I learned a lot, but I learned a lot also from not only 
the playing part, but being a part of all those assistants' years, being under Tom Watson, 
Jay Haas and, you know, Davis, just all those guys that I was a part of, I learned a lot. 
 
Q.  Freddie said yesterday that what he saw, especially the guys in his pod, he didn't 
see anybody with a case of nerves. He said nobody was nervous. Did they do a good 
job of hiding it, were they really nervous, or were they really that mentally into that 
that nerves didn't come into play? 
 
STEVE STRICKER:  I didn't see a lot of nerves, either. They were excited. I think they 
played very loose. I think it was -- I think the time when we had them there in the practice 
round the week prior I think was really important. They were able to see the course, they 
understood what they had in front of them in that week off before getting to the Ryder Cup. 
 
And then it was just, yeah, we got them to bed early and there wasn't a lot of demand on 
their time, so it seemed like it was a normal week for them, a lot of them. And they played 
great. They really enjoyed being with one another, I can't stress that enough, how much they 
ribbed one another, they had fun with one another, did a lot of laughing. I guess you put all 
that together and it leads to good play. 
 
Q.  Do you think the six picks had an effect on the camaraderie of the team? 
 
STEVE STRICKER:  Yeah, for sure. That was our goal, that was my goal from day one was 
to have a good team room. Those six picks were all part of it. I knew guys that we picked 
were going to be great in the team room, they were going to get along with one another, and 
they did. Whether that's why they played so great, we don't know, but for me and the 
assistant captains, that was the goal. 
 
Q.  Have there been any efforts by your team members to get the tattoo for you? 
 
STEVE STRICKER:  That's been -- no, there hasn't been any efforts and I don't want any 
efforts there, either. Yeah, let's say no. 
 
Q.  Steve, how much this week or earlier this week have you been able to practice 
your game in preparation for this? 
 
STEVE STRICKER:  It's really taken a back seat again, and really because of my youngest 
we watched play regional and then sectional on Monday and she made it to state, so a lot of 
my focus has been back with her and watching her and trying to help her, and then the last 
few days.  
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And quite frankly it's been hard to practice. It's the end of the season for me. This is probably 
my last one until Shark Shootout that they gave me a spot into, so I'm winding down and 
looking to do other things. Mentally, it's been hard to practice, but excited to be here, for 
sure. Excited to try to play well here. I saw my pairings with Freddie and Davis, so that will 
be a lot of fun this week and I'm looking forward to seeing the course. 
 
Q.  With all that said, why was it so important for you to make it here for this event? 
 
STEVE STRICKER:  Yeah, because of Jim and Tabitha. They're friends, we've known each 
other for a long time. They were obviously an assistant for this Ryder Cup and assistant here 
for the Presidents Cup, too. I love him and Tab and their family and it's nice to come here 
and support them and what they do. We do the same thing in Madison and it's nice to have 
your friends come and support your event. I know the monies are going to go to a good spot, 
so that's why we're all here. 
 
Q.  Are you just as nervous watching your daughter on the golf course as maybe 
watching the guys in the Ryder Cup or is it a different kind of nerves? 
 
STEVE STRICKER:  Yeah, it's a different kind of nerves probably. I can get upset with my 
daughter on the golf course. Watching her, I'm like, I told her not to do that a hundred times, 
right? The guys who play in these competitions, you know, I had -- there was some nerve 
wracking moments there during the Ryder Cup, but I knew we put them into their groups and 
in the spots that we thought would perform well and then it's just kind of up to them so you 
can kind of let them go. My daughter, I probably get a little bit more nervous watching her 
than these guys because they're so good and they played so good. 
 
Q.  What was her finish in the tournament? 
 
STEVE STRICKER:  She actually won the regional and then she tied for low in the 
sectionals as well. She's playing well. She's a sophomore in high school. And state is 
Monday and Tuesday when we get back from here, so got something to look forward to to 
watch. 
 
Q.  Outside of the opening ceremony, what was your most nervous moment at the 
Ryder Cup and why? 
 
STEVE STRICKER:  It was Saturday afternoon because there was some guys there -- we 
kind of had JT and Jordan going back out again in the afternoon on Saturday and I was 
getting reports that JT looked a little tired, maybe needed some rest. So that kind of shook 
things up a little bit for us and that meant getting a partner for Jordan because I wanted 
Jordan to play in that afternoon on Saturday.  So we came up with Brooks.  
 
And the fact that we were up I think six points going into that afternoon session, I'm like, you 
know, teams have swept sessions before on both sides. So I'm like, okay, we don't want to 
get swept here in the afternoon and only lead two going into Sunday. So that was kind of a 
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nerve wracking session. I thought if we could get out of there with a 2-2 tie as we were out 
there it, that would be a good deal, have a six-point lead going into Sunday and that's what 
happened. That was kind of the most nerve wracking session of them all. 
 
Q.  How did you come up with Brooks? 
 
STEVE STRICKER:  You know, I wanted Brooks out there to play. We had some -- and the 
way Collin and DJ were playing, all of a sudden it became apparent to us that we wanted 
them to get back out there and play together. So just kind of came to be.  
 
And we told the guys earlier in the week, like listen, four-ball, just be prepared that you could 
potentially go out with anybody.  
 
Like I said, all these guys got along really well with each other, we felt there was a ton of 
different combinations that could happen, so it was a little bit of a blindside to Jordan 
because quite frankly, and Jordan wasn't very happy with me and they've been -- that story 
goes back a long ways because they've been in my head, pocket, Jordan and JT, for a long 
time wanting to play best ball together and then they end up not even playing together.  
 
But it's all good. You know, again, it was about the whole, the body of work as a whole and 
whatever we could do to win this thing. The guys bought into that, and I can tell you that no 
one really was upset the whole week, which is tough to do, as you know, in a Ryder Cup to 
please everybody, and to play well at the same time. But I think it goes back to that 
communication and how we were able to prepare these guys and they knew where they 
were going and they knew what they were going to do. 
  


