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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
October 7, 2021      
 
ERNIE ELS 
 
 
MAUREEN RADZAVICZ:  Okay, Mr. Els, in town here in Jacksonville, you just got in last 
night. Just your thoughts on being here for the inaugural Constellation FURYK & FRIENDS?  
 
ERNIE ELS:  Well, it's good to be here. I can see some familiar faces that we've known 
through the years, which is nice to see you guys. We've got a different venue, unlike so 
many years down at TPC, so this is very new.  I've actually just said to the guys earlier, I've 
never been to downtown, so I'm seeing a different side of Jacksonville and the community.  
 
And to have Jim and Tabitha head up the event is special. They're friends of ours of many, 
many years and it's really cool of them to host an event, a new event like this. So very 
exciting to be here. 
 
Q.  You've hosted your own events from time to time and you know how complicated 
it is. Can you tell us what kinds of things that Jim and Tabitha have done that make 
you -- you're sure that it's going to be done right? 
 
ERNIE ELS:  Yeah, it's a difficult one. You just want everybody to have a good time, you 
want everybody to have a good bed to sleep in, have food and transportation, all of those 
type of things. And it never really runs totally 100 percent smoothly, so you need people 
around you that can help, good staff, and we have that. Last night when we checked into our 
hotel, there was staff there helping us get to our rooms and so on, and that's special. That 
means they've really done their homework and they're trying to tick every box. That's all you 
can try and do; you have good people around you, you have a strategy and you go for it. 
They've done their own events before, before the Champions Tour event now, so they've got 
a very good idea of running an event. This is just slightly bigger, but it's very much the same, 
the same blueprint. 
 
They're doing a wonderful job and I'm sure he's going to have a good event. He's going to 
have a lot on his mind, but he's going to have a good event. 
 
Q.  How would you describe your transition to senior golf? 
 
ERNIE ELS:  Just got to do it, just walk across the line and start playing. I did good last year. 
It's kind of been -- it's been a double season over, what do you call it, the wraparound, which 
has been kind of weird, so it feels like a long season, but it's been great.  
 
The only thing is that I've had to get on an airplane and fly to places I've never been to 
before, a lot of new places. I had to see a lot of new golf courses and so forth. 
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I have to make a little adjustment to my golf course management, which I haven't quite done 
yet but I'm going to probably start doing that because we play different golf courses that we 
didn't on the regular tour. It's not as big and wide, it's smaller golf courses, but you've got to 
be a little bit more precise, which I haven't really been off the tee. So I'm thinking about 
changing my game plan a little bit, putting it in play. 
 
For the most part you come out here, you compete and you see guys that you've seen for a 
very long time. It's been good, but I've got to make some adjustments going forward, I think. 
 
Q.  You won early out here on the Champions Tour. Do you find your competitive 
juices, once you get inside the ropes and start contending, is it pretty much the same 
as on your PGA TOUR career? 
 
ERNIE ELS:  Yeah. I mean, you know, there's a different feeling. It's not -- how to tell you. 
You go out there, you compete, but it's not like you've got all this weight on you. You're not 
trying to -- you're playing more for yourself, you're playing for the love of the game, playing 
for the love of competing, the love of being able to still play events at our age. Many other 
sports you can't play, so in many instances you feel grateful to play. A lot of guys don't have 
to play, but we play because we want to compete and we like doing that and we love the 
game. 
 
So it's more of the love of that than, say, trying to establish yourself in the game, trying to 
win a tournament, win a major to go up the rankings. All of that other stuff you have on the 
regular tour, that doesn't really apply here. You do this here for the love of the sport and 
seeing your competitors and competing against them, but it's not a do or die. 
 
Q.  You won a major in your 40s and you've had a couple out here. As somebody 
who's had longevity, what's your level of admiration for Bernhard Langer and what 
he's been able to keep doing into his 60s like he has? 
 
ERNIE ELS:  It's incredible. It's one of those true incredible stories in golf, really. We've had 
some great champions out here. Lee Trevino, Jim Colbert, just coming up with names that 
come to my mind, Hale Irwin, guys who have won a lot of tournaments. Bruise Fleisher who 
passed last week, he won 21 times out here. 
 
But to do what he's done and at 64 he's leading the Charles Schwab Cup again, think about 
it, 64, you know? To get up and do the work, because the guys still work out here. You've 
still got to practice and keep your game sharp, you've got to travel, you've got to get the 
body going. He's 64, I feel like a puppy next to him, but he plays like a young man and he's 
got that desire still, which is incredible. 
 
It's really, if you sit down and see how many tournaments he's won in his career, and he's 
been a professional since he was 15. You talk about 50 years playing as a professional and 
he's still at it, it's an incredible story. All hats off. 
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Q.  Do you feel like the different towns that you've gone to on the Champions Tour 
have given you a good reception? 
 
ERNIE ELS:  Yes. 
 
Q.  They already know who you are and they know you're a star and they treat you 
well? 
 
ERNIE ELS:  Yeah. It's funny, I went to Des Moines this year and when I came to this 
country just after turning pro, I played on the Ben Hogan Tour in 1991 and '91 and I stayed 
with this family in '91. I remember sitting down with the gentleman and barbecue, whatever, 
had a couple of beers and he would tell me stories of his days in Vietnam, and that stuck 
with me for all these years. Forgot the gentleman's name, life moves on.  
 
Thirty years later, I'm 50 -- from 20 to 50, 51 I am, he came to the golf course again and we 
hugged like old friends. We started chatting again. I didn't go to the barbecue again with him, 
but we connected again, so that was very special for me. 
 
Playing in Omaha and playing South Dakota, Sioux Falls, and Alabama, I had never been to 
these places. So to go to new events and new golf courses, communities has been special, 
been great. 
 
Q.  As an independent observer, what was your reaction to the U.S. resounding 
victory in America? 
 
ERNIE ELS:  Yeah, no, listen, that team is a strong team. When we played them at the 
Presidents Cup the previous time in Melbourne, you know, we had them there for a while 
and I said to my guys, if we can beat this team, you guys are going to be the best in the 
world because this team will beat the Europeans in the Ryder Cup. I said, I'm telling you 
now, we win this, we're going to be top of the tree, they're going to have to challenge us, and 
that's what happened. They beat the Europeans.  
 
They're just a wonderful team. They started gelling down in Melbourne, you could see that. 
We had the advantage on them by arriving early and they only got their legs under them by 
Saturday. So I was trying to get our guys to get a nice lead, which we almost really had. We 
had a nice lead, but not the big lead. Then they came back on Sunday and beat us. But that 
team is a team that is going to stick around for a while. It's a young team and it's a power 
team, so not a huge surprise. 
  


